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SUMMARY

Serbs in America (SAD) started to accept the idea of Slavic and Serbian Sokolism
at the beginning of 1909, when also started first ideas for formation of Serbian
Sokol societies. During the second half of the same year two societies were formed,
and during years to follow societies were formed in all other places of America
(USA) inhabited with Serbs. During 1910 five societies were formed, among them
also Serbian Sokol society in Gary (Indiana).

Goal of this paper is to research the work of Society and all his activities from its
formation until end of June 1914. During writing authors used historical method.
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INTRODUCTION

Sokol movement, as a new way of spiritual and body exercise, originated at
the beginning of 1862 in Czech lands, and soon after it spread to all Slavic and
other countries inhabited with Slavic people. That is how Sokolism came among
Serbs who lived in the territory of America (USA). At the beginning of 1909 they
started to accept Sokol ideas and to think about forming of first Serbian Sokol
Societies (s.s.s.). Those ideas started to realize in second mid of that year when
two societies were formed, first one in Cincinnati (Ohio) and second one in Detroit
(Michigan). During the years to follow continued the formation of new societies in
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almost all places of America (USA) were Serbs lived. In 1910 five societies started
with their work: Gary and Indiana Harbor (Indiana), Barberton and Akron (Ohio)
and Chicago (Illinois). By the end of June 1914 forty-eight (48) Serbian Sokol
Societies were formed and fully functional.

SUBJECT AND GOAL

Subject of this paper is development of Serbian Sokolism in America (USA).
Goal is to research forming of Serbian Sokol society in Gary, all its activities by the
end of June 1914, as also its contribution to development of Serbian Sokolism in
America (USA).

METHOD

During writing authors used historical method.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Forming of Serbian Sokol society and its work until end of 1911

According to writing of Sasa Nedeljkovic, Serbian Sokol society in Gary was
formed during 1910, without specifying the exact month.! In reviewed and
available sources we could not find more data regarding this matter, so for now it
remains unknown who were the first initiators of society’s formation, when it
happened, who were the first members, first Administration, where and what they
exercised, where they held their sessions, what were their activities, as also the
work of the Society until beginning of October 1911. This task is set for future
researchers of history of Sokolism in America (USA) to tray to highlight these
unsolved questions.

First data about work of this society we found in first edition of Journal of
Serbian Sokols in U.S. of America from November 1st, 1911.

By the beginning of October 1911 eight Serbian Sokol societies in America
(USA) were formed and fully functional. At that time also started first initiatives

' Cawa Heperbkosuh: Cpricku coko y AMepuuy nipe MpBor cBeTckor paTta, KisikeBHe HOBUHE, rof.
LVIII, 6p. 1127, Beorpaa, mapT 2006, cTp. 20.
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for representatives of those societies to meet and agree about further common
work in favor of achieving set Sokol goals.

Among others, initiators of that meeting were also sokols from Serbian
Sokol society in Gary.

The mentioned meeting was held on October 1-3, 1911 in Gary.
Representatives of seven Serbian Sokol societies in America (USA) as also
representative of Serbian charity and cultural fond from New York attended the
meeting. Ljubomir Simic was representative of Serbian Sokol society from Gary.

On Sunday, October 1st, Serbian sokols from Gary organized dinner for
Sokol representatives, Serbs and other Slavic people from Gary and other places.
Gym where dinner was set was “[...] decorated lovely and was full with both
guests and members of Serbian Sokol from Gary, in.”? The Head of the Serbian
Sokol society from Gary, Luka Grkovic, addressed the attendees with kind and
chosen words, welcomed them and named Milan Glisic from Cincinnati as host of
the dinner.

On Monday, October 2 representatives gathered at 9 a.m. and started with
their work. President and leader of the meeting was Ljubomir Simic from Gary.
Serbian Sokol Union of America (SSUA) was formed at that time, with seven
Serbian Sokol societies as members. Among them was Serbian Sokol society from
Gary, counting 116 members at that moment - 46 regular3 and 70 helping
members (helpers)+.

After that a board of four members was elected to prepare the Rules for
Serbian Sokol societies. Among board members was also Luka Grkovic from Gary.
At the end of the meeting Administration of SSUA was also elected, with
participating members from Gary: Head of SSUA, Luka Grkovic; Secretary, Milan
Muslin; treasurer, Mato Cuk; member of Supervising Board, Risto Baltic; Deputy
Secretary, Risto A. Kovacevic and SSUA’s Deputy Leader, Milan Rebraca.5

2 Mpeu cacTtaHak Cpnckux Cokona y Amepuum, Coko, nuct Cpnckux Cokona y Amepuum, rog. 1,
6p. 1, Hbyjopk, 1. HoBembap 1911, cTp. 7.

s Regular members were those ones accepted by Administration and those ones who regularly pay
monthly fee determined by the society’s assembly, and their rights were: “1. after they get 18
(eighteen) they can elect and be elected as members of Government when they get 21 (twenty
one); and 2. to wear society’s uniform and badges.” (lpaBa u gyxHocTn unaHoBa, Coko, nucT
Cpnckux Cokona y Amepuum, rog. 2, 6p. 1, bbyjopk, 1. jaHyap 1912, cTp. 8.)

4 Helping members (helpers) “[...] are those members who pay annual fee according to local
situation, all at once or in monthly payment. They have all rights as regular members.” (Ibid)

® Cpnicka Cokoncka Xyna y Amepuum, Coko, nuct Cprickux Cokora y Amepuuu, roa. 1, 6p. 1,
Hoyjopk, 1. HoBembGap 1911, cTp. 11.
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According to the Rules of SSUA adopted at the mentioned session, was
prescribed that all Serbian Sokol societies in America (USA) use the common
name “Serbian Sokol”.

IIpen Cpncxkn Coxonckn Cacramax y Amepuum.

Picture: First Serbian Sokol meeting in America (USA), Soko, no. 1, 1911, p. 9. & 16.

First row, from left to right: fourth Ljubomir Simic, representative at the First meeting of
Serbian Sokols in America (USA).

Second row, from left to right: first Tanasije Nastic, Deputy Head of Serbian sokols from Gary;
second Milan Muslin, Secretary of SSUA and Secretary of “Serbian Sokol” from Gary; third
Mato Cuk, treasurer of SSUA; fourth, Luka Grkovic, Head of SSUA and Head of “Serbian Sokol”
from Gary; fifth Jovo Krstovic, benefactor of “Serbian Sokol’from Gary; and sixth Milan
Rebraca, Deputy Leader of SSUA and Leader of Serbian sokols from Gary.¢

First session of SSUA was held on Sunday, October 15th, 1911 in Gary, as
also all other sessions during the period of Luka Grkovic being a Head of the
Union.” During this first session, among other things, was also elected special

6 MpBu Cpnckn Cokonckn CactaHak y Amepuum, Coko, nuct Cpnckux Cokona y Amepuuum, rog. 1,
6p. 1, Hbyjopk, 1. HoBembap 1911, cTp. 9 un 16.

" Mpea cepnuua Cpncke Cokoncke YKyne y Amepuum, Coko, nucT Cpnckux Cokona y AMepuuy,
roa. 1, 6p. 1, bbyjopk, 1. HoBembap 1911, ctp. 11 —12.
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Board for finding the exact location for First Serbian Sokol Slet in America (USA)
in 1912 in Chicago. One out of four members was Head of SSUA, Luka Grkovic
from Gary.

During its existence Society from Gary held meetings and sessions of
Administration, Annual Assemblies, performed public classes and exercises,
staged shows, parties, picnics, participated at Sokol slets and sessions of SSUA,
organized mutual manifestations with other societies, participated at
manifestations of not only Serbian, but also other Slavic societies, wrote articles
for Sokol journal, etc. Some of those activities will be reconstructed in the
following text.

“Serbian Sokol” from Gary had a special Board for: widening of journal
“Soko”, finding ads for publishing in journal, as also collecting of subscription,
consisting of: Luka R. Grkovic, Mihailo M. Ducic and Jovo T. Maric. Board
functioned very well, and was often set as example for other member societies of
SSUA. On Union’s session on December 15t 1911 in Gary was suggested to form
same Boards in all other Societies.?

At the end of 1911 Society from Gary counted 75 members: 30 regular, 37
helpers, 6 female members and 2 beneficiaries.

Regular members were: Radovan Andjelic, Risto Baltic, Krsto Bratic, Tomo
Vukovic, Bozo Grkovic, Petar Grubar, Stevo Grubar, Risto A. Kovacevic, Mihajlo
Kovac, Todor Komnenovic, Jovo Krstovic, Pero Krstovic, Risto Krstovic, Jovo
Meamdzija, Milan Meamdzija, Milan Muslin, Mihailo Nastic, Radovan Papic, Milan
Paskas, Jovo Popovic, Nikola Providzalo, Simo Providzalo, Milan Rebraca, Gliso
Repajic, Tripo Spasojevic, Mihailo Tarana, Nikola Terzic, Jovo Covic, Tomo
Dzelatovic and Marko Sarvalica.

Helping members (helpers): Panto Vukelic, Djoko Vukovic, Jefto Vuletic,
Mile Vuletic, Krsto Gerunovic, Luka R. Grkovic, Joco Divjak, Milos Dragisic, Mihailo
M. Ducic, Sofrenija Zorica, Jovica Jelic, Nikola Jelic, Manojlo Jovanovic, Nikola
Kokotovic, Pero Krstovic, Stevo Lazic, B. Mamula, Mico Mandic, Ilija Maravic, Jovo
Maric, Nikola Matijevic, Tanasije Nastic, Djordje Nestorovic, Stevo Nikolic, Stevo
Orlic, Savo Pajic, Jovo Prtqaga, Savo Puletic, Stevo Rasevic, Simo Roncevic, Djuro
Rudan, Jovo Sekerez, Ljubomir Simic, Stevo Stankovic, Mihailo Tabakovic, Djordje
Celovic I Mato Cuk.

Beneficiaries: Jovo Krstovic and Ivo R. Palandacic.

8 Banuchuk cjepHuue Cpncke Cokomcke XKyne y Amepuum, Coko, nuct Cprickux Cokona y
Amepuuy, roa. 2, 6p. 1, Hbyjopk, 1. jaHyap 1912, ctp. 9 — 10.
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Female members: Ljuba Grkovic, Mara Grkovic, Jelena Gurovic, Anka
Dragisic, Katica Koster and Olga Trbovic.?

Postal address of the Society was: Cpricku Coxko, P.O. Box 618, Gary, Ind.

On Annual Assembly held in December 1911, sokols elected new
Administration of the Society for year 1912. Elected members of Administrative
Board were: Head, Mihailo M. Ducic; Deputy Head, Simo Providzalo (who will
perform duties of economist); Secretary, Joco Divjak; treasurer, Jovo T. Maric;
accountant, Milan Muslin and Leader, Milan Rebraca. Djordjo Celovic was elected
as President of Supervising Board, and as members: Risto Baltic, Tanasije Nastic
and Stevo Orlic. Tomo Dzelatovic was elected for flag-bearer, and Marko Sarvalica
for his Deputy. Luka R. Grkovic, former Head of Serbian sokols from Gary, and
active Head of SSUA, was not elected as a member of Administrative Board due to
his obligations towards working in SSUA.10

Work of the Society from beginning of 1912 until end of June 1914

During these years, Serbian sokols from Gary continue their work. Through
journal “Soko” no. 1 from January 1st 1912 they announced that on Sunday,
January 14t that year they will stage their second exercise with party at Sokol
hall. The program will include: “Part I: 1. Opening ceremony. 2. Dance. 3. Dinner.
Part II: 1. Performance and picturesque march. 2. Simple exercise. 3. Picturesque
march. 4. Exercise with maces. 5. Apparatus Exercises 6. Live picture: ‘Slavery’.
Part III: Dancing till dawn.”11

At the end of announcement they politely called: “[...] all Serbian, Croatian
and other Slavic Sokol, educational and charity societies, both from that place and
all others, brothers Slavs, to as much of them as possible attend this manifestation
of Sokol thought, with which we want to prove that us Serbs, as youngest branch
of mighty Slavic Sokolism, follow unselfishly work of Sokol idea and Slavic
reciprocity.”12 That day they want to once more prove and consolidate “[...] the
bonds of Slavic Sokol brotherhood, which will one day raise high Sokol flag - flag
of independence and freedom - where will be written: ‘Equality for

o Cpncku Coko y lepu, MHA., Coko, nuct Cpnckux Cokona y Amepuum, rod. 2, 6p. 1, Hbyjopk, 1.
janyap 1912, ctp. 14.

"% Cpncku Coko y l'epu, Nuaujana, Coko, nuct Cpnckmx Cokona y Amepuum, roa. 2, 6p. 2, Hbyjopk,
1. pebpyap 1912, cTp. 31.

ML Cpnckun Coko y 'epu, NHa., Coko, nuct Cpnckux Cokona y Amepuun, rog. 2, 6p. 1, Hbyjopk,
1. jaHyap 1912, cTp. 11.

"2 |bid.
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everybody, privileges for nobody!” We stay with hope that our Slavic
brothers will visit us as many as possible, and we salute them: ‘Hello, and
welcome!”13

Second public exercise with party, announced in journal “Soko”, was held
by planned and announced program on January 14t 1912 in Sokol hall in Gary.
Exercise was a complete success, and with the fact that besides Serbs, the party
attended lots of other Slavic people, we can state that it was truly an All-Slavic
party and exercise. Regarding this successfully performed exercise in journal
“Soko” was stated that Serbs in Gary “[...] with their societies, especially Serbian
Sokol, lead before many colonies, even Slavic work, because there no one asks:
what is your religion, only if you are Slav - you are brother.”14

On session of SSUA, held on February 15% 1912, amongst was elected new
leader of the Union. As on this session Petar N. Kumanovac, former leader of SSUA
was excluded from “Serbian Sokol”, and by that from SSUA, the Head of the Union
Luka R. Grkovic suggested to elect new leader on that session. More candidates
was proposed, and Milan Meandzija (or Mehandzija) from “Serbian Sokol” from
Gary won most votes.1>

Tomo Dzelatovic, Herzegovinian born in Bileca, regular member and flag-
bearer of Serbian sokols from Gary, died on January 22r 1912 in factory where he
worked, and was buried in Chicago on January 28t%h. Administration of SSUA
attended the funeral and laid a wreath on grave of deceased Serbian soko.1®

Two out of eight members of Special Administration of First Serbian Sokol
slet in America were sokols from Gary, Mihailo M. Ducic and Jovo T. Maric.1”

At the end of March 1912 they elected Mihailo M. Ducic for representative
to attend Serbian Sokol assembly on June 24-25, 1912 in Chicago and participate
in its work. They wrote and informed the SSUA about their election on session
held on April 15t the same year.18

" Ibid.

" Cpncku Coko y Fepu, Nupujana, Coko, nuct Cpnckux Cokona y Amepuuum, rod. 2, 6p. 2, Hbyjopk,
1. bebpyap 1912, ctp. 31.

'S Zanuchuk cjepgHnue Cpncke Cokoncke Xyne y Amepuum, Coko, nuct Cpnckux Cokona y
Amepuuy, rog. 2, 6p. 3, bbyjopk, 1. mapT 1912, cTp. 39 — 40.

16 Yutyrba, Coko, nucT Cpnckux Cokona y Amepuuum, rog. 2, 6p. 3, bbyjopk, 1. mapT 1912, cTp. 48.

"7 3anuchuk cjepgHnue Cpncke Cokoncke Xyne y Amepuum, Coko, nuct Cpnckux Cokona y
Awmepuuy, rog. 2, 6p. 5, bbyjopk, 1. maj 1912, cTp. 75 - 77.

"8 |bid.
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Society contacted with not only Serbian and Slavic sokols in America (USA),
but also with Sokol societies from Serbia, Herzegovina, Bosnia, Montenegro and
other countries.

Head of the Sokol society “Dusan Silni” from Podgorica, Lazar 1. Brkic, and
Secretary Petar Nikezic on March 24t 1912 addressed a letter from Podgorica to
brotherly “Serbian Sokol” in Gary. In that letter they wrote to saw how happy they
are to be able to inform them that they formed gymnastic society in Podgorica
named: Sokol society “Dusan Silni”, as written “[..] first of its kind in
Montenegro.”1? Furthermore they wrote that they formed the society on assembly
from February 12t 1912, what are the goals of the Society, elected
Administration, current number of members (120), and at the end they ask them
to start to send them journal of SSUA “Soko” and to their society to all Serbs in
America (USA), and especially to those with origins in Montenegro, because the
success of that society “[...] as first one in Montenegro, will determine the progress
or failure of sokol idea in Montenegro.”20 At the end they greeted them with
words: “With faith in success of sokol idea we, our dear brothers, most sincerely
salute you with brotherly Sokol salut: Goodbye Mighty!”21

Male and female sokols from Gary participated in public exercises, parties
and other manifestations staged by other Serbian and Slavic societies. Therefore,
amongst, they participated on second public exercise of Serbian sokols from
Chicago on May 5t 1912, and performed their exercise.22

During the first half of May that year, regarding the First Serbian Sokol slet
in Chicago, they received 114 slet pins and instruction for their use from
Administration of SSUA.23

Milan Meandzija, leader of SSUA, on Union’s session on May 20th 1912 with
the letter informed the Administration of the Union that he cannot longer perform
his duty because of his trip back to fatherland, and he thanked them for the honor
given to him. His letter says:

19 Nazap W. Bpkuh u Metap Hukeauh: Bpatckom Cpnckom Cokony, epu, WHA., Coko, nuct
Cpnckux Cokona y Amepuuum, rog. 2, 6p. 6, Hbyjopk, 1. jynu 1912, cTp. 88.

2 |bid, p. 89.
2 Ibid.

z Cpncku Coko y Yukary, Coko, nuct Cpnckux Cokona y Amepuuu, roa. 2, 6p. 6, Hbyjopk, 1. jyHn
1912, cTp. 93 — 94.

2 Zanuchuk cjepHuue Cpncke Cokoncke »Kyne y Amepuum, Coko, nuct Cpnckux Cokona y
Awmepuuu, rog. 2, 6p. 6, byjopk, 1. jyHn 1912, ctp. 90 — 92.
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“Due to my family circumstances I have to
leave you my honorable Sokols, and to travel to old
fatherland. I am so sorry to leave you all just now,
right before our first slet, but the circumstances we
live in are like that. Brothers Sokols, I wish you all
great success with the Slet - for Serbian and Sokol
Vidovdan! Sokol goodbye!”24

Petar N. Kumanovac, who was in the meantime returned back to
membership of “Serbian Sokol”, was at this session elected for the place of leader
of SSUA.

During First Serbian Sokol slet, on June 22 - 23, 1912 in Chicago, amongst
many other participants were also sokols from Gary: Head of SSUA, Luka Grkovic;
Secretary of SSUA, Milan Muslin; treasurer of SSUA. Mato Cuk; member of
Administrative board of Slet, Jovo T. Maric; Head of Serbian sokols from Gary and
member of Administrative board of Slet, Mihailo M. Ducic; Leader of Serbian
sokols from Gary and Deputy Leader of SSUA, Milan Rebraca and performers:
Stevo Grubar, Petar Krstovic, Radovan Papic, Milan Paskac(s), R. Tunzelic and
Marko Sarvalica.2s

On the first day of the slet, sokols-performers from Gary performed 5
exercises: exercises with maces, exercises with spears, simple exercises, exercises
with cannonballs and apparatus exercises. They won two first places for exercises
with spears and apparatus exercises, and received wreath with golden inscription.

On second day of slet, sokols from Gary performed exercises with spears
and with maces, and Milan Rebraca competed in long-jump and won second place
and received prize of 20 dollars in gold.

During session of Main assembly of Serbian sokols in America (SAD) on
June 24t and 25t 1912 in Chicago, amongst was elected new Administration of
Union. Elected Head was Dusan B. Popovic, and from “Serbian Sokol” from Gary
elected were: Mihajlo M. Ducic as member of Supervising board; Milan Rebraca as

2 MwunaH MeaHyuja: Cpnckum Cokonuma y Amepuum, Coko, nuct Cpnckux Cokona y Amepuuu,
roa. 2, 6p. 6, byjopk, 1. jynn 1912, ctp. 95.

% MMpeu cprickn CoKoNcku cneT y Yukary, Coko, nucT Cpnickux Cokona y AMepuuy, rof. 2, 6p. 7 u
8, byjopk, 1. aBryct 1912, ctp. 105 — 110.
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Deputy Leader of SSUA and Uros R. Ducic and Mato Cuk as councilors.
Headquarters of Union were relocated to Chicago.2¢

On Sunday, September 22nd 1912 Serbian sokols from Chicago held their
third public exercise on which, amongst, participated male and female sokols from
Gary.

Serbian sokols from Gary did not pay SSUA membership fee for last three
months, although they were warned, so they had to be warned again on session of
SSUA on October 4th 1912, when they were additionally given a deadline - October
18th to pay their dues. In contrary they will be erased from SSUA’s membership.2”

Administration of “Serbian Sokol” from Gary followed the deadline and sent
to Union’s Administration a cheque for 28.90 dollars for the membership and
registration fee. Cheque was received on SSUA’s session on October 16t 1912.28

From November 1st 1911, when first edition of journal of Serbian sokols in
America “Soko” appeared, up until end of 1912, associates of the journal were also
sokols from Gary Luka R. Grkovic and Milan Muslin.2? Their texts about activities
of Serbian sokols from Gary were published in almost every edition published in
mentioned period.

Member of “Serbian Sokol” from Gary, Petar S. Krstovic on April 1913
addressed a letter to Editor of journal “Soko” Petar O. Stijacic published in number
6 of journal from June 1913. In letter, among other things, he wrote that all sokols
still didn’t completely understand the real Sokol idea. Many people, youngsters
especially, think that as soon as they became members of Sokol society and put
Sokol pins on their chests “[...] at that moment they became true Sokols and by
that fulfilled their duty.”30 Others, again, think that sokol societies were formed for

% Hoga ynpasa C.C. XKyne y Amepuuun, Coko, nuct Cpnckux Cokona y Amepuuum, roa. 2, 6p. 7 u 8,
Hbyjopk, 1. aBryct 1912, ctp. 114, n UsBjewrTaj n 3anucHuk MasHe CkynwtuHe C. Cokona y
Awmepuun, Coko, nuct Cpnckmx Cokona y Amepuuu, rog. 2, 6p. 7 un 8, Hbyjopk, 1. aBryct 1912, cTp.
114.

z Oywan B. MNMonosuh n Munow JokaHosuh: 3anucHuk nete cjegHuue Cpncke Cokoncke XKyne y
Amepuun, opgpxaHe 4. oktobpa 1912. rogmHe y Ywukary, Un., Coko, nuct Cpnckmux Cokona y
Awmepuuy, rog. 2, 6p. 12, tbyjopk, 1. neuembap 1912, ctp. 179 — 181.

» Oywan B. NMonosuh n Munow JokaHoswuh: 3anucHuk wecTte cjegHuue Cpncke Cokoncke Xyne y
Amepuun, ogpxarte 16. oktobpa 1912. y Yukary, Un., Coko, opraH Cpnckux Cokona y Amepuum n
NWCT 3a HapoAHo npocejehuBatse, roa. 3, 6p. 1 u 2, bbyjopk, 1. pebpyap 1913, cTp. 25 — 26.

» CapagHuum Cokona y 1911. n 1912. roguHu, Coko, opraH Cpnckux Cokona y Amepuvum 1 nuct
3a HapogHo npocsjehuBarse, rog. 3, 6p. 1 n 2, bbyjopk, 1. dpebpyap 1913, cTp. 32.

® Mertap C. Kpctosuh: Mepu, UHA., anpun 1913. Bpate ypeanude, Coko, opraH Cpnckux Cokona y
Amepuum 1 NUCT 3a HapoaHo npocsjehuBamse, rog. 3, 6p. 6, Hbyjopk, jyHu 1913, cTp. 118.

32|



Physical education and sport through the centuries www.fiep-serbia.net
2016, 3(1), 23-39
ISSN 2466-5118

fun, “[...] so they can amuse themselves with exercise and adorn with Sokol suit, so
they can raise the vividness of the charade.”3!

According to Krstovic Sokol societies in America (USA) still lack order and
discipline, and most of the societies work by their own rules thinking that they are
the ones who fulfill “[...] their real Sokol duty.”32 To exceed that and to understand
Sokolism better he suggests paying more attention to reading books, newspapers
and studying of Sokol science, “[...] and when we do our work soberly and
consciously in Sokol field, we will wake up the correct senses for Sokol idea
among our people.”33

Furthermore he suggests to fight for larger number of sokols and that they
accept the noble Sokol idea consciously, because in that way they will make good
and useful deed for them, their people and their country, because only “[...]
physically strong and mentally conscious nation is able to fearlessly and
successfully fight for their progress and freedom.”3* At the end of the letter he
gives his view of sokols: “Sokol must not ever languish in a fight for progress of his
nation, nor recede before various difficulties set for him; in every form of work
only persistent, brave and diligent Sokol can be useful to his homeland and his
nation.”35

Sokols from Gary cooperated with all Serbian societies. Amongst they had
good cooperation with “National defense” in America (USA) which had its
committee in Gary. During meeting on May 29t 1913 in Gary new Administration
of “National defense” from Gary was elected. As part of “National defense”
Administration four different sections were formed: Sokol, Educational, Financial
and Section for communication with fatherland and other nations, and fourteen
sokols from Gary were elected and set as follows: Mihajlo M. Ducic as President;
Mato Cuk as Vice-President; Luka R. Grkovic as Treasurer; Tanasije Nastic as
member of Main board. In Sokol section: Luka R. Grkovic, Petar Krstovic and Jovo
Popovic. In Educational section: Stevo Orlic; Financial section: Nikola Jelic, Jovo
Krstovic, Jovo T. Maric and Milan Muslin; and Section for communication with
fatherland and other nations Risto Baltic and Jovica Jelic.3¢

¥ Ibid.

%2 Ibid.

* Ibid.

* Ibid, pp. 118 = 119.
% Ibid, p. 119.

% Boxo MapTtuHoBuh: HapogHa opnbpaHa y Amepuum, Coko, opraH Cprnickvux Cokona y Amepuum un
n1cT 3a HapoAHo npocejehuBarse, rog. 3, 6p. 7, bbyjopk, jynu 1913, ctp. 134 — 138.
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In annual report of SSUA for period June 25t 1912 - June 25% 1913 stands
that “Serbian Sokol” from Gary on day of June 25% 1912 had 39, and on June 25t
1913 47 members (8 more than the year before).37

During assembly of Union of joined Serbs (U]S) “Sloga” on June 13t 1913 in
New York they spoke about Serbian Sokolism and its work in America (USA).
Beside Mihajlo I. Pupin, president of U]S “Sloga” and Honorable Head of SSUA who
gave an introductory speech and welcomed the participants, Petar O. Stijacic
editor of journal “Soko” who spoke right after Pupin and some other speakers,
Luka R. Grkovic and Jovo T. Maric, Serbian sokols from Gary, also addressed the
attendees. Speaking about work of Serbian sokols, among other things, Grkovic
also said: “Serbian Sokolism in America does not ask for any help for itself,
because that help is a help for Serbian people by just doing this: Every Serbian
man, woman and child, with Serbian heart beating in their chest, should be
Serbian Sokol”38. His words were welcomed with strong applause.

On SSUA session on august 24t 1913 in Chicago, amongst was decided to
delegate writing of exercises for slet in Cleveland (Ohio) planned for Vidovdan
1914 to six sokols, among which were two from Gary, Jovo Krstovic and Mihailo
Rebraca.3?

In November 1913 sokol from Gary, Petar Krstovic, was elected as
alderman for Administration of SSUA,%0 and during session of SSUA on December
15t 1913 in Chicago this decision was confirmed.*!

During SSUA’s session from November 2m 1913 in Chicago, Union’s
Secretary Milos Jokanovic informed the participants that “Serbian Soko” from
Gary has not paid the Union’s membership fee. They decided to give them time

s OywaH B. MNonosuh n Munow JokaHoBuh: oguwmwn M3sjewTtaj Cpncke Cokoncke XKyne y
Awmepuum, Coko, opran Cpnckmux Cokona y AMepuum 1 niMCT 3a HapogHo npocsjehuBame, roa. 3,
6p. 8, Hbyjopk, aBryct 1913, cTp. 179 — 180.

% KoHBeHuuja CaBesa cjeaureHux Cpba ,Cnora“ n Cpncko cokonctso y Amepuun, Coko, opraH
Cpnckux Cokona y Amepuumn v nucTt 3a HapoaHo npocsjehuBarme, rog. 3, 6p. 8, Hbyjopk, asrycr
1913, cTp. 187.

% OywaH b. Monosuh 1 Munow JokaHoBuh: 3anucHuk TpuHaecTe cjegnuue Cpncke Cokoncke
XKyne y Amepuum, oapxate 24. asrycta 1913. roaunHe y Yukary, Un., Coko, opraH Cpnckux Cokona
y AMepuum 1 nnUcT 3a HapoaHo npocsjehuBakse, roa. 3, 6p. 10, Hbyjopk, oktobap 1913, cTp. 246 —
248.

“® Hoeu unaHoBy ynpase Cpncke Cokoncke XXyne y Amepuum, Coko, opraH Cpnckux Cokona y
Amepuum 1 nnCT 3a HapoaHo npocsjehuBarse, rog. 3, 6p. 12, tbyjopk, Aeuembap 1913, cTp. 289.

“ OywaH B. Monosuh 1 Munow JokaHosuh: 3anucHuk netHaecte cjegHuue Cpncke Cokoncke

XKyne y Amepuumn, ogpxate 1. geuembpa 1913. roguHe y Ywukary, Un., Coko, opraH Cpnckux
Cokona y AMepuum 1 NUCT 3a HapoaHo npocejehuBatse, rod. 4, 6p. 1, Hbyjopk, jaHyap 1914, cTp.
18 —19.
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until the next session for the payment, and if they do not do as instructed, they
will be deleted from its membership.42

During SSUA’s session from December 28t 1913 in Chicago, Union’s
Secretary informed the participants that “Serbian Soko” from Gary, although
warned for few times, still did not pay the due for membership fee to Union. It was
unanimously decided to unsubscribe this society from Union’s membership.43

After exclusion from SSUA, Administration of “Serbian Sokol” from Gary in
January next year paid the dues to Union with 30 dollars, and during SSUA’s
session on January 24t 1914 asked to be re-admitted to membership. Their
proposal was unanimously accepted and Serbian sokols from Gary again became
members of the Union.*4

Sokol Petar Krstovic from Gary, member of Supervising Board of SSUA in
February 1914 went to Detroit (Michigan) to try to settle disputes between
members of local “Serbian Sokol”, but he failed. He informed the authorities of
SSUA about this at its session on March 8t, 1914 in Chicago.*

Uros Ducic from Gary because of a change of residence could no longer be a
member of the Administrative Board of SSUA, and about that he informed the
Administration of the Union at its session on 21st of May 1914 in Chicago. His
resignation was accepted and position was left vacant until the next General
Assembly of Serbian Sokols in America (USA).46

“2 OywaH B. MNonosuh n Munow JokaHosuh: 3anucHuk YeTpHaecTe cjegHuue Cpncke Cokorncke

>Kyne y Amepwuum, ogpxate 2. HoBembpa 1913. rogmHe y Yukary, Un., Coko, opraH Cpnckmx
Cokona y Amepuum 1 nucT 3a HapogHo npocsjehuBatbe, rog. 3, 6p. 12, Hbyjopk, geuembap 1913,
cTp. 289 — 291.

* Oywan B. Monoeuh 1 Munow JokaHosuh: 3anuncHuk LiecHaecTe cjeaHnue Cpncke Cokoncke
XKyne y Amepuum, ogpxate 28. geuembpa 1913. roguHe y Yukary, Un., Coko, opraH Cpnckux
Cokona y Amepuum 1 nucT 3a HapoadHo npocsjehuBame, rod. 4, 6p. 1, bbyjopk, jaHyap 1914, ctp.
19 - 20.

4“ Oywan B. Monoeuh 1 Munow JokaHoBuh: 3anucHuk cegamHaecte cjegHuue Cprcke Cokorncke
XKyne y Amepuum, ogpxate 24. jaHyapa 1914. roguHe y Yukary, Un., Coko, opraH Cpnckux Cokona
y Amepuum 1 nuct 3a HapogHo npocsjehuBarse, roa. 4, 6p. 2 n 3, bbyjopk, debpyap-mapt 1914,
cTp. 49 — 50.

4 Oywan B. MNMonosuh 1 Munow JokaHoswuh: 3anucHuk ocamHaecte cjegHuue Cpncke Cokorcke
XKyne y Amepuuum, ogpxate 8. mapta 1914. rogunHe y Yukary, Min., Coko, opraH Cpnckux Cokona y
AmMepuum 1 nNUCT 3a HapopHo npocsjehuBakbe, rog. 4, 6p. 2 n 3, Hbyjopk, cdebpyap-mapt 1914,
ctp. 50 — 53.

“ fOywan B. Monoeuh n Munow JokaHosuh: 3anucHuk ABapeceTe cjegruue Cpricke Cokoncke
XKyne y Amepuum, ogpxaHe 21. maja 1914. roanHe y Yukary, Mn., Coko, oprad Cpnckux Cokona y
AMepuuM 1 NUCT 3a HapoaHo npocsjehuBamse, rog. 4, 6p. 6, bbyjopk, jyHu 1914, ctp. 133 — 135.
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Leader of SSUA Jovan Papic, because of working hours, could no longer
perform this function, and in his place was appointed Milan Rebraca, sokol from
Gary. He took over this function at the end of May 1914.47

Journal “Soko”, no. 6 from June 1914 announced that Serbian sokols from
Gary on Sunday, June 14t the same year will stage their 7t public exercise where,
among others, Croatian Sokol from Gary will also participate with special act.8 In
reviewed and available sources we found no data about mentioned exercise, so it
remains unknown if it actually was performed in scheduled time.

Based on the aforementioned we can conclude that Serbian sokols from
Gary, from their formation in 1910 up until end of June 1914, successfully worked.
Besides physical exercise they organized and performed numerous other
activities (public classes, exercises, shows, parties, picnics, etc.), participated in
manifestations of not only Serbian, but also manifestations of other nations,
mostly Slavic; participated in work of SSUA, as also in work of other Serbian
organizations, some sokols were associates of journal of Serbian sokols in America
“Serbian Sokol” and spread the Sokol idea through texts and poetry published in
the journal. In this way they fully accomplished all set Sokol tasks and goals for
benefit of not only Serbian people, but also all others, mostly Slavic nations.
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CPIICKH COKO Y TEPH]Y (MHAUJAHA)

CAXETAK

Cp6u y Amepunu (CA/J]) cy mouyetkom 1909. roariHe moyesy NpUXBaTATH UJEjY
C/IaBEHCKOT U CPIICKOT COKOJICTBA, KaZa Cy ce ModyeJse jaB/baTH U NpBe HJeje 3a
OCHHBame CPICKUX COKOJICKUX ApYyIUTaBa. Y APYroj MOJOBUHU Te TO4WHEe OCHOBAaHA
Cy [iBa ApylITBa, a y HapeJHUM rofijMHaMa Cy ce ModyeJjla OCHUBATH JpYLITBa MO
cBuM MmectuMa Amepuke (CAJ) rae cy xuBesn Cp6u. Tokom 1910. ropune
OCHOBaHO je MeT JApylTaBa, Mehy KojuMa je GUJIO U CPICKO COKOJICKO JAPYIITBO ¥
Tepujy (MupujaHa).

lwb paza je Aa ce ucTpaku paj JlpymTBa M CBe HeroBe aKTUBHOCTHU Of
OCHHBama na /1o Kpaja jyHa 1914. roguHe. TokoM nucamwa KopuurheH je HCTOPUjCKH
METOJ,

KibyuHe peun: cokosictBo, AMepuka (CA/l), ApyIITBO, aKTUBHOCTH, OCHUBAbE.

CEPBCKUI COKOJI B TAPHM (MHJUAHA)

AHHOTAIMA

Cep6sr B Amepuke (CA/Z) npuHsau wuzeto CioBankoro u Cep6ckoro
CoxosibHUYecTBa B Havyase 1909, korja 3apoauiack ujest opraHusaguu Cep6ckoro
cnopTuBHOro o6uecrBa Cokos. Bo BTOpodl mnosioBHHE TOro e roga ObLIO
OpPraHU30BaHO JiBa OOLIECTBA, a 3aTeM Ha NPOTSKEHUH NMOCJIeAYIOLINX JeT GblIN
OpraHU30BaHbI 06111eCcTBa /A5 BbIxo/1eB U3 Cep6un Bo Bcex Apyrux mectax CIIA. B
1910 rofy 6bUIO OPraHU30BaHO MATH OGIIECTB, B YHCIe KOTOpPbIX U CepOCKUU
Coxou B T'apu (MHauaHa).

B cratbe uccieanyercd AedaTeJIbHOCTb 06LI.{€CTBa OT UCTOKOB OpraHMW3alvv OO

noHA 1914 rofa. ABTOpaMu UCIOJIb30BAaH UCTOPUYECKHUN METO/,

KinwoueBsie ciioBa: CokonbHu4ecTBO, CIIIA, 06111eCTBO, A€ATEIbHOCTD,
OopraHu3anus.
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