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SUMMARY

The idea of revival of the Olympic Games appeared much before its realization,
but creation of the possibilities to reintroduce the Games was closely related to
development of modern sport.The first mentioning and proposals originated from
the works of the Humanists in 15thand 16thcentury, and in the thirties of the
19thcentury some practical attempts were made for their revival.

The aim of the paper was to determine the time when the first ideas on
Olympism appeared in Serbia in civil gymnastic and other sporting societies and
clubs.Historical method was used in the paper.

For a long period Serbia was cherishing and developing traditional forms of
competitions and tournaments but organized forms of physical exercises of citizens
appeared only in the mid-19th century when the first private schools for physical
exercises were established in many towns of the Principality of Serbia. Therefore,
these private schools and the civil gymnastic societies were places where modern
sport and the Olympic ideal were gladly accepted and further developed.Thus, it is
understandable why, at the time of realization of the idea on revival of Ancient
Olympic Games, those societies and clubs used the expression: Olympic competitions
for their sporting events, besides they already used names: popular festivals or
chivalry competitive plays.

Correspondence author
Sladana Mijatovié¢
sladjana.mijatovic@fsfv.bg.ac.rs

| 17



Physical education and sport through the centuries www.fiep-serbia.net
2016, 3(2), 17-23
ISSN 2466-5118

In the mid-19th century the Olympic idea took roots also in the Principality and
later in the Kingdom of Serbia. Namely, before the revival of the Olympic Games in
Athens and before the term ,Olympic“ became more significant in reporting from
sporting events, the competitions in Serbia had been announced as ,Olympic
festivities“ although they were not directly linked to the aforementioned Games in
Greece.

Key words:Serbia, Olympic Games, Olympic idea, civil gymnastic societies, sports
societies.

INTRODUCTION

Thoughts and ideas about the revival of the Olympic Games are much older
than realization of the idea of Baron Pierre de Coubertin in 1896, when Athens
hosted the first renewed Olympic Games.

In an attempt to determinethe time when the Olympic thoughts appeared in
cultural and public lifeof the 19t century Serbia, weshould start from the state of
its socio-economic, political and cultural setting. When economically and
culturally developed Europe started considering the idea of renewing the Olympic
Games, Serbia was fighting for the basic existential needs, striving for freedom and
the restoration of its national state. Its culture and national identity was preserved
through various forms of heritage and traditions.

Traditional forms of folk plays and chivalrous competitions, which
represented a significant basis and precondition for easier and faster acceptance
and development ofall the attainments, achievements and various influences that
arrived from the developed Europe, played an important role in the field of
physical education.

Under these influences, various civil gymnastic societies and private
schools cherishing certain forms of physical exercise were established in the mid-
19t century in Serbia. Soon afterwards, in the second half of the 19t century,
societies with the characteristics of modern sports clubs were also established.
People practiced there to become stronger, faster and more endurant, but also to
show who was better and more successful in competing with each other.

Thanks to these activities, civil ggymnastic societies and sports clubs were
fertile grounds, but also a necessary requirement for the acceptance of the
Olympic idea and its further development. Thus, it is understandable why, at the
time of realization of the idea on revival of the Ancient Olympic Games,those
societies and clubs used the expression: Olympic competitions for their sporting
events. Besides, they often used names: popular festivals or chivalry competitive

plays.

18|



Physical education and sport through the centuries www.fiep-serbia.net
2016, 3(2), 17-23
ISSN 2466-5118

METHOD

Historical method was used in the paper.

The subject of this study was the appearance of the Olympic idea in civil and
other sporting societies and clubs in Serbia. The aim of the study - to determine
precisely the time when the Olympic idea first appeared in cultural and public life
in Serbia - emerged there from.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

In the mid-19t% century, the Olympic idea took roots in the Principality and
the Kingdom of Serbia. Namely, before the revival of the Olympic Games in Athens,
and before the term “Olympic” took an important place in reporting from sporting
events, the competitions in Serbia had been announced as “Olympic festivities”,
although they were not directly linked to the aforementioned Games in Greece.

The first Serbian intellectuals spoke, wrote and required that all significant
achievements of European culture, including the idea of Olympism as the most
valuable attainment of the physical culture of ancient Greece, should be
introduced and accepted in Serbia.

Thus, in 1875 already, the “Srbadija” newspaper recorded a lecture on
education by Milorad Popovi¢ Sap¢anin who proposed that competitions and
festivities such as the Olympic Games in ancient Greece should be organized in
Serbia as well. !

Since this is one of the first records of the Olympics found in the Serbian
press of that time, it is likely that all those who read it could get acquainted with
this idea and support its further spreading and understanding.

A few years before the first renewed Olympic Games were held, some
Serbian newspapers had started publishing the writings aboutpopular festi
ve plays, which indicated the assumption that the authors of these articles
identified this term of folk festivities with the term Oly m pic G a m e s, which
appeared again in 1896.

Most of the competitions of “Kolo jahaca“, a chivalrousriding organization,
of that time in Serbia were called chivalrous competitions or popular festivals.
Bearing in mind that major competitions in various places across ancient Greece
were called popular festivals or festive games, it may be concluded that even

' Milorad Popovi¢, Sapg&anin.Srbadija no. 42(1875).
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though they did not include the term Olympic in their names, these competitions
in Serbia included the idea of ancient Olympic festive games.

These popular festivals were announced in the newspapers as follows:

"Great and uncommon economic and chivalrous popular festivities will take
place in Sabac on the 15t and 2ndof August..."?

"Great economic and chivalrous popular festival will be held in Sabac on the
3rd and 4t of September... "3

Drinosavsko kolo jahaca’, an economic chivalrous riding organization,
will organize great popular festivities on 29t and 30t ... "4

Civil gymnastic society “Dusan Silni“organized physical exercise within its
athletic, veteran and gymnastic department.

There was an interesting announcement of a gymnastic public lecture
declaring that “famous Olym pic gam e s with the swords from the ancient
times of the Greeks are going to be performed for the first time in this public
lecture."s

Embedding this term in their own competition program probably
represented their own commitment and devotion to the Olympic idea as well.

This society also confirmed its affiliation towards the Olympic idea and the
Olympic movement by organizingthe local miniature Olympic games
on Ada Ciganlija in Belgrade in

1908, i.e. two years before the establishment of Serbian Olympic Club.

Gymnastic society “Soko” of Belgrade also organized physical exercise
similar in contents to those of gymnastic society “DuSan Silni”. They also
demonstrated their skills in public lectures.

The presence of the Olympic idea in the Sokol societies was confirmed by
Jova Tanovi¢ in his article , Let’s be Sokols ourselves* stating:

2 Jovan Zivkovi¢.Mali Zurnal no.23(1894).
® ibid, no.33.
* Jovan, Zivkovié. Mali zurnal no.215 (1894).

® Gvozden Panti¢, Mali zurnal no.47 (1896).
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"Our youth does not compete in assemblies and meetings anymore ...There
are no longer thosepopular games andcompetitionswhere ourold

men ‘coughened...”6

Society “Srpska olimpija”, founded several years before the establishment
of Serbian Olympic Club, organized games with the awards ofallolympic gam
e s, several times every year.

Students’ association named O 1 y m p i ¢ C 1 u b, which organized
competitions in hiking, running, throwing a stone from the shoulder and throwing
poles, was founded in 1901 in Jagodina.

All of this suggests that the Olympic idea found its place and its followers in
many civil gymnastic and other sporting societies and clubs in the mid 19t
century in Serbia, and the establishment of Serbian Olympic Club (SOC) created
essential conditions necessary for the admittance of the Kingdom of Serbia to the
world Olympic movement in 1912.
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I10JABA OJIMMITUJCKE MUCJIN Y CPBUJU Y TPABAHCKUM
I'MMHACTUYKUM U PYTUM CIIOPTCKHUM JIPYIITBUMA
U K/IYBOBHUMA

CAXKETAK

3amucao o o6HaB/bamwky OJHMMIMjCKUX Urapa NOCTOjasla je MHOTO TIpe Hero IITOo
je oBa Hjieja ocTBapeHa, ajiu cTBapamwe MoryhHocTH Jia ce Urpe o6HOBe GUJIO je ¥
TeCHOj Be3Uu ca pa3BojeM MoJiepHor cnopTa. Ca NpBMM NOMeHHUMa M NpejJo3uMa
cpeheMo ce y aenrma xymaHucra y 15. 1 16. BeKy, a IOYeTKOM TPHJICETUX FOJUHA
19. Beka jaBJbajy ce W NPAaKTUYHU NOKyWaju HUXOBOTI OOHaB/bamwa. LJuw pada je
YTBPAUTH BpeMe Kaj ce y Cpbuju y rpahaHCKUM THMHAcCTUYKHUM M JpPYTrUM
CMOPTCKUM JAPYIITBUMA U KJIyOOBUMA jaBJ/bajy NpBe HJeje 0 OJMMIN3MY. Y pajy je
kopuitheH ucmopujcku memod.

Cpbuja je y pOyxKeM BpeMEHCKOM IepuoJy HeroBaja Y pa3Bujaja
TpaZiMLIMOHA/NHe O6JIMKe HaJiMeTawa M TaKMUYeHa, ajJli OpPraHU30BaHU O0OJIUIU
¢dusuukor Bexkbarwa rpahaHa jaB/bajy ce TeK NMOJIOBUHO 19. Beka, OCHUBameM
NpUBAaTHUX IIKOJIA 3a QU3UYKO Bexbame y MHOTMM MecThMa KHexxeBuHe Cpb6uje.
36or Tora cy oOBe MNpHUBaTHe IIKOJe M rpahaHcka TMMHAcTHYKa JpyLITBa
npeAcTaB/bajla MecTa y KojuMa Cy MOJIepHH CIOPTH U OJIMMIIMjCKa H/Jleja HaullIe
Ha MOTOJHO TJie 3a BHUX0BO MpHUXBaTawke U Aa/bu passoj. CTora je U pasyM/bUBO
IIITO Cy y BpeMe OCTBapema UJeje 0 060HaB/bakby aHTHYKUX OJMMIIMjCKUX Urapa y
OBHUM /IpylITBMMa M KJy60BMMa Morao jAa Habe, y Ha3sMBY HHUXOBHUX Iporpama
TaKMHU4ema U3pas: 0.1uMnujcka makmuyerba. OCUM TOTa, 4eCTO Cy CBOja TaKMH4Yekba
Ha3UBaJ/IM HAPOOHe C8eMKOBUHE UV 8UMewKa Hadmemarsd.

CpepuHoM 19. Beka 0JIMMIIMjCKa HJieja je Halljla CBoje MecTO Yy KHexeBUHU U
KpameBunun Cp6uju. HavMe, mpe noyeTka oOHaB/batha OJIMMIMjCKUX WUrapa y
ATUHM ¥ TIpe Hero IITO je TEPMHUH ,OJIMMIIHjCKU“ 3ay3e0 3HadajHUje MeCTO Y
M3BellTaBamwy Ca CIOPTCKUX TaKMHUYeHa, Y CpOUjU ce HajaB/byjy TaKMHUYerba MOJ,
Ha3UBOM 0/UMUJCKe C8e4aHOCMU, A Jla OHA HeMajy AUPEKTHY Be3y ca IOMEHYTHUM
Hrpama y ['pukoj.

Kmyune peuu: Cp6uja, o1MMIIHjCKe UTpe, OJIMMIIMjCKa MHUCao, TpahaHcKa
TMMHACTHYKa APYIITBA, CIOPTCKA APYLITBa
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3APOXKJEHUE UJIEU OJIMMITMHMCKOIO IBUXKEHUA B
IT'MMHACTUYECKOM U APYT'UX CIIOPTHUBHbBIX
OBIIECTBAX U K/IYBAX B CEPBHUH

AHHOTALIUA

Upes BospoxzaeHus OsuMnuiickux Urp 3apoauiachk 3a0Jro A0 TOro, Kak
BO3HHMKJIAa BO3MOXXHOCTb UX IPOBeJIEHNs], HO caMa BO3MO>KHOCTb UX BO3POXAEeHUs
TECHO CBsi3aHa C pa3BUTHEM COBpPEMEHHOro clopTa. BnepBble o HHUX OblIO
YIOOMSIHYTO B pab6oTax ryMaHUcToB 15 u 16 BekoB, a B TpUALAThIX rojgax 19
CTOJIeTUSl ObUIM NpeJIPUHATHI TepBble NMONBITKH BO3pOXAeHUs OJIMMIUHACKHUX
Hrp.

llesnb faHHOM CTAaThU - YCTAaHOBUTbH BpEMEHHble PAMKH, B TedeHHe KOTOPbIX B
Cep6buu mosABUJIUCH NepBble Ujen OIMMNU3Ma B TMMHAcTHYeCKUX OOILeCTBaX, a
TakXe B JAPYTUX CNOPTHUBHBIX 00OLIeCTBaxX M Kjay6aX. ABTOpaMHU MCIIOJIb30BasICs
HUCTOPUYECKUH METOJ.

[Jonroe Bpems Cepbus coxpaHsJa M pasBHUBajla TpPaAULMOHHBIE (GOPMBI
COpeBHOBaHUW M COCTA3aHUH, OJHAKO OpraHu3oBaHHble GOpPMbI 3aHATHUH
bu3MYeCKUMH yINpaKHEHUSMH HaceJleHUs MNOSIBUJIUCb TOJBKO B cepejuHe 19
CTOJIETHS, KOIZla ObLIM CO3JaHbl MepBble YacTHblIE LIKOJbl (QU3NYECKOrO
BOCIIMTAHHUSA BO MHOTMX ropojax kHspkectBa Cep6uu. UMeHHO B 3THX 4aCTHBIX
IIKOJIaX ¥ TMMHACTHYECKHUX OO6IIecTBaXx COBPEMEHHBIH CIOPT U OJHUMIUHCKUN
uzean 6bUIM C paZloOCTbI0 BOCIPUHATBl M NPUOGpeH JalbHellllee pa3BUTHE.
TakuMm 06pasoM, 3THU YaCTHbIE IIKOJbl U OOIIECTBA CTaJM TeM 6JIaroAaTHBIM
MECTOM, I/le COBPeMeHHbIH crnopT W OJIMMNUHACKHE Hjeasbl ObLIM C pajoCTbiO
NPUHATHI ¥ MOJYYUIN CBOE Aa/lbHelllee pa3BuTHe. CTaHOBUTCA NOHATHO, TOYEMY
BO BpeMs peasiM3aliii UJied O BO3POXKAeHHUH aHTUYHBIX OJIMMIIMACKUX UTP B 3TUX
0611ecTBax ¥ KJIy6ax UCI0JIb30Bal0Ch BeIpaXkeHHe « OJTMMIIMHCKYEe COPEBHOBAHUSI»
JUISl  CIIOPTHMBHBIX MEPONPHUATHH, HapsaAy C TaKMMH YCTapeBIIMMH, Kak
«IoMyJIsipHble GpecTUBANN» WU «PBILAPCKHE COCTS3AHUS».

B cepepune 19 Beka ujesd oJMMIHUNICKHUX WUrp 3apojauwsiack B KHsxecTBe, a
nosgHee u B KoposeBcTBe Cep6uu. [Ipexse, yeM NPOU30IIJI0 BO3POXK/EHUE
OnuMmnuickux urp B AdrHax u npexze, 4eM TepMUH «OnuMmnuaza» craa 6osee
3HAYMMBIM /IJIs1 MaCCOBOTO OCBellleHHs CTIOPTHUBHBIX MEPONPUATUH, COpDeBHOBAHHUSA
B CepOuU O6GBABIANIUCh KaK «OJIMMIUICKAE MPa3HUUYHbIE MEPONPUATHUS», XOTS
OHM He UMeJIY NIPSIMOT0 OTHOLIEHHS K BbILIEYIIOMAHYTHIM UrpaM B ['penuu.

KnwueBble caoBa: Cep6us, OMMIUICKHUE UTPBI, U/es OJTUMIIMHACKUX UTD,
rUMHaCTHYeCcKYe 06I11ecTBa, CIOPTHUBHbIE 06IeCTBa.
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