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SUMMARY

Sokol movement originated in Czech lands in second part of 19t century, and
soon after it spread to all Slavic countries, as also to the ones were Slavic people
lived. Beginnings of Sokolism in Bosnia and Herzegovina relate to Herzegovina,
specifically to Foca and Risto Jeremi¢, when in 1893 the first initiatives for the
establishment of a Serbian soko society in this city were created. It has been more
than five years before the establishment of the first ,Pobratimstvo” (,Brotherhood®,
,Fraternity), primarily anti-alcoholic, but also a society that had the characteristics
of future Serbian soko societies. In 1910 this society was officially re-registered in
the “Serbian Soko” in Foca. In the following years started a little more favorable
period and other societies in the cities and other places of Herzegovina started to
appear, which after a certain time entered also in Herzegovina village, which
contributed to the development of the village, literacy of the people, but also many
other useful things. These beginnings and the development of Sokolism on the
territory of Herzegovina represent the main subject of this paper, with the aim to
research and present when and how the first initiatives came to light, when the first
societies were founded and who were the most important personalities. In addition,
the authors want to show the significance of the Sokolism for the whole of
Herzegovina and its population. During writing authors used historical method.

Key words: founding, assembly, parish (union), initiatives, brotherhood, Serbian
Soko.
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INTRODUCTION

The ideological creator of the Sokol movement was Miroslav Tyrs, who in
1862, with the founding of Gymnastics Society of Prague in the Czech Republic,
started a system of physical exercises that would shortly spread at all Slavic
countries, as well as those where Slavic people lived, and thus raise the physical
but also the spiritual strength of the Slavs in the fight against the occupation. The
name Sokolism is derived from Serbian heroic poetry, where this bird (Soko -
Falcon) represents the embodiment of everything that a member of a Sokol
Society or a Sokol movement should have, namely: fearlessness, strength, nobility
and ultimately freedom.

As already mentioned, this movement of physical exercise, which according
to certain authors, in addition to Swedish, German and others, belongs to
ethnocentric approaches to physical exercise “... which occurred in the turbulent
times of the 18t century, when international conflicts dominated the Europe, and
Napoleon's wars represented at the same time a conflict between old and new.
The nations grew stronger, and a period of professional armies passed. In such a
situation, there is a growing need for bodily exercise of citizens, who are now new
soldiers, when needed.” ! It spread to all Slavic countries, and therefore also to the
territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The first Serbian Soko Society on the territory under Austro-Hungarian
administration was founded on the initiative of dr Laza Popovi¢ in 1904 (the
Founding Assembly of the Society was held on January 19t and the Rules were
approved by the Austro-Hungarian government on March 24t 1904) in Sremski
Karlovci. Some of the first initiatives for the establishment of such a society in the
territory of Herzegovina appear a little earlier, which will be discussed more in
the following text.

SUBJECT AND GOAL

The subject of this paper is Serbian Sokolism in the territory of
Herzegovina, and the goal is to research and present when and how the first
initiatives appeared, when the first societies were founded and who were the
most important personalities. In addition, the authors want to show the
significance of the Sokolism for the whole of Herzegovina and its population.

' Henap »KuBaHoBuh, Hebojwa PaHhenosuh, Beporbyd CtaHkoBuh u lMetap Maenosuh, Teopuja
¢usudke kynmype, dakynteT cnopta M U3MYKOr BacnuTawa yHuBep3uTetTa y Huwy un
MaHonTukym, Huw, 2010, p. 24.
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METHOD

During writing authors used historical method. All available primary and
secondary sources were reviewed and critically analyzed.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

First attempts for founding of Serbian Soko society in Herzegovina

According to some authors, the first initiative to establish a Serbian Soko
society in Herzegovina came from a group of Serbs led by a student Risto Jeremi¢
in Foca in 1893, but the first official and accessible document about this Society
was addressed to February 4th, 1894,

“High State government!

The signatories want to establish an association for physical
education for the purpose of nurturing and developing health under
the name: Serbian gymnastic troupe ‘Foca’s Soko’ with headquarters
in Foca. By enclosing the rules in five copies, the undersigned most
explicitly ask the High Government to mercifully approve them.

Hoping for benevolence we consider it an honor to thank the
High Government.

Humble: Jovo Jeremi¢, Vasilije Kujundzi¢, Djordjo Hadzi
Vukovi¢, Nikola Mazi¢, Mihajlo Jeremi¢, Milan H. Hadzi Vukovi¢,
Vasilije Kovacevic.” 2

However, the Austro-Hungarian authorities did not allow the establishment
of such a society with a Serbian pre-sign. Afterwards, the same initiators filed a
request for the establishment of the Sobriety Society Pobratimstvo (Brotherhood),
which in its work dealt with the fight against alcoholism, but the emphasis was
actually on physical and spiritual strengthening of its members. It took five years
for the State Government to finally on June 23rd 1899 officially confirm and

2 Cited in: 3euesuh Jbybuwa, YTuuaj ApyWTBEHO-MONUTUYKE W EKOHOMCKE KOHcTenauuje 3a
Bpujeme AycTpoyrapcke BnagasuHe y BocHu n XepueroBuHu Ha pa3Boj duanuke kyntype (The
influence of socio-political and economic constellation during the Austro-Hungarian rule in Bosnia
and Herzegovina on the development of physical culture), Doctoral dissertation, ®akyntet
dusmnyke kynType, YHusepautet y beorpagy, 1988, p. 116.
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approve the existence and operation of the aforementioned society. 3 Eleven years
later, this society was re-registered in “Serbian Soko“ in FocCa, and on May 22nd
1911 it held a regular Assembly at which they elected the Administrative Board:
Todo Kocovi¢ - Senior, Milo§ Tomasevi¢ - Deputy Senior and members: Todo
Jeremi¢, Simo Jovici¢, Nikola Kocovi¢, Milan Popadi¢, Todo TomaSevi¢, Josif
Tosovi¢, Niko ToSovi¢ and Manojlo HadzZi Vukovié.*

In addition to regular and everyday activities performed by Sokols in the
courtyard of the Orthodox Church, in the Society existed several sections, they
organized excursions, camping, mountaineering, participated in various parish
and federal soko Slets (gatherings). Already in 1910, members of the “Serbian
Soko“ in Foca participated in the Bulgarian Hero's Slet in Sofia, and in 1912 in
Prague at the All-Sokol Slet.

Serbian Soko society in Mostar

At the beginning of 20t century was more favorable period for the
establishment of cultural and other organizations in Mostar, among which was
also a Serbian gymnastics society. A group of intelligent Serbs, led by Jovan Duci¢,
Svetozar Corovi¢ and Aleksa Santi¢, at the end of 19t century published articles in
Bosanska Vila periodical and after the founding of “Prosvjeta” in Sarajevo in 1902,
its subcommittee, led by Aleksa Santi¢, was founded in Mostar. 5

Hajrudin Curi¢ regarding the establishment of the Serbian Gymnastics
Society “Obili¢“ in Mostar says that it was established in 1903, and that the Rules
were approved by the State Government on April 14t 1904. “The Serbian
Gymnastics Society 'Obili¢' in Mostar was established in 1903, during the struggle
for church-school autonomy led by prominent representatives of the Serbian
bourgeoisie against the Austro-Hungarian occupying regime in Bosnia and
Herzegovina.“®

3 Metap A. MNasnosuh, ®u3anyka KynTypa cprckor Hapoaa y bocHu n Xepuerosunu go 1918. rogmHe
(Physical Culture of the Serbian people in Bosnia and Herzegovina until 1918), ®akynrteT dusmdke
Kyntype YHuep3auTeTa y ictouHom CapajeBy, VctouHo Capajeo, 1998.

4 MeTap A. Masnosuh, ®u3anyka KynTypa cprckor Hapoaa y bocHu n Xepuerosunu go 1918. rogmHe
(Physical Culture of the Serbian people in Bosnia and Herzegovina until 1918), ®akynteT dusmnyke
Kyntype YHuep3auTeTa y ictouHom CapajeBy, VctouHo Capajeso, 1998.

5 MeTap A. Masnosuh, ®u3anyka KynTypa cprckor Hapoaa y bocHu n Xepuerosunu o 1918. rogmHe
(Physical Culture of the Serbian people in Bosnia and Herzegovina until 1918), ®akynteT dusnyke
Kyntype YHuep3auTeTa y ictouHom CapajeBy, VictouHo Capajeo, 1998.

6 Hajrudin Curi¢: Pravila Srpskog gimnasti¢kog drustva ,Obili¢“ u Mostaru, Prilozi za istoriju fizicke
kulture u Bosni i Hercegovini, vol. 11, no. 12, Sarajevo, 1978, p. 11.
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Bogdan Maksimovi¢ wrote that the Serbian Gymnastic Society “Obili¢“ in
Mostar was established in 1903. “In 1903 in Mostar was established Serbian
Gymnastics Society 'Obili¢'.“?

Z00

Sefik Pasi¢ also wrote that the Serbian Gymnastics Society “Obili¢“ in
Mostar was founded in 1903. “Even before the founding of the Serbian Gymnastics
Society ‘Obili¢’ in 1903 in Mostar there was a section or society ‘Pobratimstvo’.” 8

Ljubisa Zecevi¢ in his Doctoral Dissertation The influence of socio-political
and economic constellation during the Austro-Hungarian rule in Bosnia and
Herzegovina on the development of physical culture stated that in 1903 an initiative
for the establishment of the Serbian Gymnastics Society was initiated, that on
November 27th 1903 the request for founding the Society was handed over to the
City Council in Mostar (rg.no. 12840), that in the second half of February 1904 the
request was sent to the State Government in Sarajevo, which was received on
February 231 of the same year, that the State Government submitted the request
to the Community Ministry of Finance in Vienna, that Isidor Benka signed the
approval of the Statute of the Serbian Gymnastics Society in Mostar on April 14t
1904, and that day is taken as the date of the foundation of the Society.®

Petar D. Pavlovi¢, in his book Physical Culture of the Serbian people in
Bosnia and Herzegovina until 1918, states the same date for the establishment of
the Society in Mostar as LjubiSa Zecevic.

Therefore, the claims of Bogdan Maksimovi¢, Hajrudin Curi¢, Sefik Pagi¢
and others that the Serbian Gymnastics Society “Obili¢“ from Mostar was founded
in 1903 are incorrect.

Stevan Zakula, who worked as a professor at the Mostar Gymnasium, was
one of the main initiators of the establishment of the Serbian Gymnastics Society
"Obili¢" in Mostar, and the signatories of the request for the founding of the
Society were: dr Pero Ivanovié¢, Pordo Perin and Atanasije Sola. Interestingly,
among the signatories there is Stevan Zakula’s name, although he was one of the
initiators of its founding. The reason for this is most likely the fact that as a high

" Bogdan Maksimovié: Sokolski slet u Trebinju 1911. godine, Prilozi za istoriju fizicke kulture u
Bosni i Hercegovini, vol. 2, no. 2, Sarajevo, 1969, p. 25.

8 Sefik Pasi¢: Fizigka kultura, klubovi, drustva i organizacije u Hercegovini do 1914. godine, Prilozi
za istoriju fizicke kulture u Bosni i Hercegovini, vol. 6, no. 6, Sarajevo, 1973, p. 77.

° JTbybuwa 3eueBuh, Ymuyaj OpywmeeHo-nonumuyke U eKOHOMCKEe KOHcmenauyuje 3a epujeme
Aycmpoyeapcke enadasuHe y bocHu u XepuezosuHu Ha pa3eoj ¢huduyke kynmype (The influence
of socio-political and economic constellation during the Austro-Hungarian rule in Bosnia and
Herzegovina on the development of physical culture), Doctoral dissertation, ®akynteTt cuanyke
Kyntype, YHusepauteT y beorpagy, 1988.
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school teacher he did not want to over-emphasize in public so as not to imperil his
further work.

The first assembly of the newly formed Society in Mostar, attended by 25
Serbs, was held on June 12t, 1904 in Mostar, in the premises of the Orthodox
Church. Pero Ivanovi¢ was elected as the first Senior of the SGS "Obili¢", Ilija
Ivanisevi¢ as his Deputy Chief officer, Stevan Zakula as the Leader, Ljubo Oborina
as Treasurer, and as members of the Board: Milan Vukovié, Cedomir Mili¢, Djordjo
Perin, Atanasije Sola and others.

They exercised in the premises of the Serbian Singing Society “Gusle”. They
educated the youth in the national spirit. They participated in all public
celebrations, parties, trips and other events, not only in Herzegovina and Bosnia,
but also at events in other countries: Serbia, Croatia, Slovenia, Czech Republic,
Bulgaria, etc. They cooperated with all Soko and other societies, not only from
Herzegovina and Bosnia, but also with societies from other countries and were
one of the most active societies from the Serbian Soko Parish of Bosnia and
Herzegovina.

Since there was not enough qualified and educated staff to work in Soko
societies, some of them brought experts from other places or other countries. In
1908, the Serbian Gymnastics Society “Obili¢“ in Mostar got “.. a new teacher,
brother Jozef Brauner, a member of the Sokol from Mlada Boleslava in the Czech
Republic. Brother teacher is a highly trained gymnast and very enthusiastic and
zeal fellow. With such a teacher, members received even greater will, and are now
diligently preparing for a great public exercise on the second day of Easter, April
14th (27t) ty.“ 10

At the end of 1905, Administration of SGS “Obili¢“ in Mostar consisted of:
Senior - Milan Cukovié, Deputy Senior - Svetozar Corovi¢, Secretary Kosta Kostic,
troop leader - Djordjo Perin, Treasurer Milan Moji¢ and cashier Jovo Zagorac. At
that time, there were 75 members in the Society: 35 executive, 23 supporters, 15
founders and two benefactors. 11

After the establishment of the Serbian Soko Parish of Bosnia and
Herzegovina and the approval of its work by the State Government on February
26t 1910, all former Serbian gymnastic societies, called by various names,

0 Cpncko rumHacTuyko apywTso ,06unuh® y Moctapy, Cpncku Coko, NUCT 3a COKONICKe CTBapw,
vol. 2, no. 6, Kapnosuu, 13(26) mapt 1908, pp. 95 — 96.

" Cpncko rumHacTuuko gpywtso ,O6unuh“ y Moctapy, Cpncku Coko, NUCT 3a COKOJICKe CTBapW,
vol. 1, no. 1, Cpemckn Kapnosuu, jaHyap 1906.
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changed the name to “Serbian Soko“. Thus, the Serbian Gymnastics Society “Obili¢“
in Mostar changed its name to “Serbian Soko“ in Mostar.

On January 28t 1911, the Serbian Soko Society from Mostar held its regular
General Assembly, on which the new Administration of the Society was elected,
consisting of: Pordo Perin, Senior; Atanasije Sola, Deputy Senior; Milan Jelaci¢,
Secretary; Cedomir Mili¢, Leader; Lazo Pe$ko, Treasurer; Dusan Glogovac,
Economist; Trifko Dudi¢, Dimitrije Zec and Savo Lazeti¢, councilors. 12

At the session of the Second General Assembly of the Serbian Soko Parish of
Bosnia and Herzegovina held on February 20t (March 5%) 1911 in Sarajevo, as
members of the Parish Committee, from Herzegovina were elected Cedomir Mili¢
as a Supervisor of the Mostar District, and Dordo Perin as Parish Deputy Senior. 13

Serbian Soko from Mostar, Cedomir Mili¢, won the second place in a free
competition at the All-Slavic Sokol Slet of the Bulgarian “Hero” held on 10, 11 and
12t of July 1910 in Sofia. 14

Many Serbian Soko societies (SSS) in Herzegovina did not have their own
training spaces, so they were forced to use the appropriate premises of schools,
singing and other societies. To use these spaces, they had to have the approval of
the State Government. Even when obtaining licenses for working in the premises
of other societies, Serbian Sokols were not in an equal position with other
societies, because foreign companies had the privilege of obtaining permits for
using exercise rooms in schools. The SGS “Obili¢“ members started practicing in
the premises of the Mostar Gymnasium, but the authorities forbade the use of that
area. The SGS “Obili¢“ (after 1910, “Serbian Soko“ in Mostar) had good
cooperation with the Serbian Singing Society ,Gusle“ from Mostar, and they
performed exercises in the premises of this Society.

Serbian Soko Society in Trebinje

The initiative for the establishment of the Serbian Soko Society (SSS) in
Trebinje originated from a group of Serbs from Trebinje in 1909, when they
drafted the Rules for the Work of the Society and applied for approval to the State
Government. The rules were approved on January 9t 1910 (No. 232622), from

12 O6unuh“ y MocTapy, Cpncku Coko, NuCT 3a cokoricke cTeapu, vol. 5, no. 3, Kapniosuu, 14. (27.)
hebpyap 1911.

3 Cpncka Cok. >Kyna BocaHcko-xepuerosadka, Cpncku Coko, vol. 5, no. 5, Kapnosuu, 27. mapt (9.
anpun) 1911.

' Ceecokoncku crneT y Coduju, Cpncku Coko, MUCT 3a cokorcke cTBapy, vol. 4, no. 12, Kapnosuw,
1(14) oktobpa 1910, pp. 231 — 236.
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when the Society officially began its work. The company's Administration was
elected on March 8th, 1910. At the beginning of work, 43 members enrolled: 4
benefactors, 10 founders, 25 executive and 4 supporters. As the year passed 17
more members were enrolled: 1 benefactor, 14 executive and 2 supporters, and at
the end of 1910 there were 60 in total. It was recorded that this increase in the
number of members was “... the best proof that the need and benefit of this society
is well understood among all of us, and especially among those that Soko is
intended for, to take them under its umbrella in order of both physically and
brotherly strengthen them, and social revives.“ 15

Executives practiced, starting from April 1910, divided in two groups. The
beginning of exercising was not easy, “.. but the young sokols immediately
overcome all difficulties, and during the whole summer in the open air and heat,
what could be only here, and the greatest efforts like the soldiers with the will and
enthusiasm were able to overcome.” 16 First they practiced basic exercises, and
after that, they started practicing exercises for the 5t Serbian Soko Slet in
Ravanica.

In addition to practicing and other activities, the sokols were happy to go
on excursions around Trebinje, where certain exercises were performed in the
open and fresh air. They took one of these excursions to Lastva, a village east of
Trebinje, 13 kilometers away, where sokols spent three more hours after walking
in exercising, “... and the rest of the time in the game, singing and joy for returning
home.“17

In September 1910 they acquired the most basic gymnastic equipment.
After enrollment of new members, executive members were classified into three
groups, which carried out the exercises on a daily basis according to a certain
schedule. Every Saturday they held gathering of Soko members, where they
learned to sing, play and dance. On Sundays they usually performed excursions to
the surroundings of Trebinje.

In addition to numerous activities, Sokols participated in public exercises of
other Soko societies. They attended the public exercise of “Dusan Silni“ (“Dusan
the Great”) in Dubrovnik on July 11t 1910 and the first public exercise of the
Croatian Sokol Society in Trebinje on August 26t the same year. For this good
work of the Society, the greatest merits belong to the Adminitration of the Society,
especially to the soko Veselin Sekulovi¢, the troop leader, “... who with his devoted

'® Cpncku Coko y Tpeburby, Cpncku Coko, vol. 5, no. 4, Kapnosum, 10. (23.) mapT 1911, p. 60.
'8 Cpncku Coko y Tpebury, Cpncku Coko, vol. 5, no. 4, Kapnosum, 10. (23.) mapT 1911, p. 60.
"7 Cpnckm Coko y Tpebursy, Cpricku Coko, vol. 5, no. 4, Kapnosuu, 10. (23.) mapT 1911, p. 60.
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work, diligence and rigor, and besides this with his own preparation brought the
society to the height on which he stands today.” 18

At the General Assembly of the Society, held on January 23rd 1911 in
Trebinje, a new Administrative Board was elected in the following composition:
Ilija Cabrinovi¢, Senior; Jevto Duci¢, Deputy Senior; Vasilije Stojanovi¢, Secretary;
Veselin Sekulovi¢, troop leader; Stevo Grkovic, treasurer; Risto Vidaci¢, economist;
Vuk Vrcevi¢, Vladimir SuSic and Djordje Tupanjanin, councilors; Mi¢o Babi¢, Ljubo
Djikov, Risto Ivankovi¢ and Milan Jokanovi¢, councilors deputies. Todor Perovi¢,
Luka Stijac¢i¢ and Todor Skerovi¢ were elected to the Supervisory Board.

The second Serbian Herzegovinian Sokol Slet was held in Trebinje on 19t
and 20t of August 1911. In addition to the Sokols from Herzegovina, the following
participants took part in the program: Serbian sokols from Serbia, Serbian sokols
from the Serbian Soko Parish of Fruska Gora, Serbian male and female sokols from
Sarajevo, Serbian male and female sokols from Serbian Soko Society ,,DuSan Silni“
from Dubrovnik.

Serbian Sokol Society in ViSegrad

The rules and work of the Serbian Soko Society ViSegrad were officially
approved by the State Government on June 25t 1910 (No. 242865).

During 1911, the Administrative Board of the Society was comprised of:
Matej Petrovié, Senior; Sreten Bogdanovi¢, Deputy Senior; Cedo Krsmanovié,
leader; Vojislav Kostic, Secretary; Jovo Mileti¢, treasurer; Todor Milovanovié,
economist and priest Milan BoZi¢, councilor.

Until the election of the Society’s Administration they worked almost
nothing. However, after the election they got new teacher Jaroslav Rubringer, the
Czechoslovakian soko instructor, hoped that they would “... advance, and with the
willingness and perseverance of the executive members (of whom there are 17)
reach the level that corresponds to the Serbian Soko “.1°

Serbian Soko Society in Nevesinje

The rules and work of the Serbian Soko Society in Nevesinje were officially
approved by the State Government on June 28t 1910 (No. 97027).

18 Cpnckn Coko y Tpebumwy, Cpncku Coko, vol. 5, no. 4, Kapnosuu, 10. (23.) mapt 1911, p. 61.

MmN Cpnckn Coko y Buwerpagy, Cpncku Coko, vol. 5, no. 8, Kapnosuu, 12. (25.) jya 1911, p.
134.
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At the General Assembly of the Serbian Soko Society in Nevesinje, held on
January 8th 1912 in Nevesinje, the new Administration Board was elected: Senior,
Veljko Simovi¢; Deputy Senior, Ilija Radoici¢; leader, Milan Milusi¢; Secretary,
Jovan Orlus$i¢; economist, Savo Burlica; councilors: Ragib Muslibegovi¢, first
councilor; Obren Petkovic, second councilor; Milan Gavri¢, third councilor. 20

On August 28t 1911, the Serbian Sokols from Nevesinje held a public
exercise at the church in Kru$evljani2! and on June 15t (28t%) 1911 in Nevesinje a
festive soko party in order to develop Sokolism in favor of social needs.22 On June
3rd 1912 in Nevesinje, Serbian Soko Society in Nevesinje held its public class. This
class was held to raise funds for the trip to Slet in Prague. 23

Serbian sokols from: Gacko, Mostar and Nevesinje, on August 27 1910 in
Nevesinje, held First Serbian Sokol Slet of Upper-Herzegovina. The Slet program
consisted of 7 points, which were performed in the following order: simple
exercises, exercises on horizontal bar and parallel bars for a higher level, exercises
on parallel bars for a lower level, exercises on a vault, spear exercises; jumps
[from an ordinary bridge in height and length, from a place and from a race, from a
springboard (reflection bridge) to a height, a fish jump] and a pyramids. 24

Serbian Soko Society in Gacko

The rules of the Serbian Soko Society in Gacko were approved by the State
Government in 1910 under the registration number: 173804. Immediately after
the founding of the Society, 26 members enrolled: 15 executives, 10 supporters
and one founder (priest Jovan Popovi¢). Getting started was tough. They did not
have gymnastic equipment, but they only practiced some exercises without props.
The equipment was acquired in 1911 in a value of 700 kronor. That year the
number of members increased, and at that time there were a total of 57 members:
25 executives, 30 helpers and 2 founders. During the first year of work 18
members of the Society took part in the Serbian Soko Slet in Nevesinje, organized
by sokols from Nevesinje together with Serbian sokols from Mostar.

2 Cpncku Coko y Hesecurby, Cpricka Pujeu, vol. 8, no. 16, CapajeBo, noHegerbak 23. janyap (5.
debpyap) 1912, p. 3.

2 MunaH Mwunywwuh: Cpnckn Coko y Hesecumny, Cpricku Coko, vol. 5, no. 11 — 12, Kapnosuu,
1911, p. 195.

2 Cpncku Coko y Heecutby, Cpricku Coko, vol. 5, no. 9 — 10, Kapnosuw, 15. (28.) jynn 1911, pp.
167 — 168.

% Hepecutbe, Cpncku Cokoncku NnacHuk, opran Cpnckor Cokonctsa, vol. 1, no. 7, Beorpag, jynu
1912, p. 95.

2 Cpn. Cokoncku crnet Nopwe XepuerosuHe, Cpricku Coko, vol. 4, no. 8, Kapnosuwu, asryct 1910.
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In Gacko, eight years back since 1911, there was a Serbian reading room
and a Library. After the founding of SSS members of the Reading room and the
Soko were mostly the same members, that is why at the assembly of SSS in Gacko,
held on February 15t 1911, was decided that the Reading room and the Library
should be transferred to the ownership of SSS. The Rules were prepared and sent
to the State Government for approval. This unification was soon approved by the
Government. Thus, the Gacko sokols got a reading room and a library containing a
lot of books worth about 1500 kronor and had premises for the education of their
members. In addition, the Reading room also had its own Tamburitza choir with
eight members, and was soon renamed into the Soko Tamburitza Choir.

They practiced in the hall (workout place) of the Gacko Serbian Orthodox
Church-school municipality (16 m in length, 7 m in width and 5 m in height),
which “.. was immediately after foundation voluntarily ceded” 25 to SSS from
Gacko.

At the General Assembly of the SSS held in Gacko on January 27t 1911, the
Administration Board of the society was elected, consisted of: Uros S. Kovacevic,
Senior; Camil Sari¢, Deputy Senior; Anto B. KoSuti¢, Secretary; Lazar ]. Piceta,
leader; Aleksa S. Popovic, treasurer; BoriSa B. Starovi¢, guardian; Mehmed
Durakovi¢, Risto A. Samardzi¢ and Milan S. Srdi¢, councilors.

Serbian Sokols from Gacko, on May 6th 1911, organized a festive party on
DPurdevdan's day for the benefit of their treasury. 26

In Trebinje, on 6th (19th) and 7t (20t%) of August 1911, the Second Serbian
Herzegovinian Soko Slet was held where also participated sokols from Gacko.
Sokols from Gacko were very seriously preparing for this Slet so they would not
be left behind by other sokols. They practiced three times a week in the evening,
from 8 to 9.30 p.m., and from March 25t of the current year they practiced in the
early morning, from 4.30 to 6.30 a.m. in fresh and clean air. In addition, every
Sunday they went on foot to excursions to the Gacko area, crossing a distance of
10 to 15 kilometers.

Serbian Soko Society in Herceg Novi

This Serbian Soko Society was founded probably at the end of 1910.
Significant contribution to the establishment of Serbian Soko Society in this place
was given by the sokols from Dubrovnik who stayed in Herceg Novi that year.

% Cpncku Coko y lMauky, Cpncku Coko, vol. 5, no. 6, Kaprosuu, 19. anpun (02. maj) 1911, p. 96.
% Cprcku Coko y MaLky, Cpncku Coko, vol. 5, no. 7, Kapnosuu, 8. (21.) maj 1911.
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About it in the periodical “Serbian Soko“ was written: “But recently we were
visited by ‘Dusan Silni’ from the feverish Dubrovnik, sneaks us from the slumber,
and now Serbian Soko is arranged with us. The response is nice and we are getting
ready for work. We ordered equipment and then we will go forward with the
strength of the soko.“ 27

After the approval of the Rules of the Society, the Constitutive assembly
was held, at which the Society's Administration was elected: Mirko Komnenovi¢,
Senior; Jovo Sekulovié, Deputy Senior; Mirko Bakoé&evié, Secretary; Luka Ceranié,
treasurer and Risto Rundo, leader. At that time, there were more than a hundred
members in the society. The Assembly concluded, among other things, “... to build
a new modern soko hall as soon as possible, and we hope that by the autumn it
will be finished, and then we will go even further.“ 28

On February 18t 1911, a Serbian Soko Society from Herceg Novi organized
an academy with a dance in Boka Kotorska. The members performed a simple
exercise and a pyramids, two sokols recited poems “To Sokol idea” by St. BoSevi¢
Petrov and “Hi!“ From Bioslava. The society's Senior, Mirko Komnenovi¢, spoke
about the importance of Sokolism. 29

Serbian Soko Society in Stolac

After the first Upper-Herzegovinian Slet on August 27 1910 in Nevesinje,
where the locals from Stolac were present as observers, they got a wish to
establish SSS also in their place. The consequence was a meeting of the group of
Serbs who held the Founding assembly on August 15t 1910 and founded the SSS
in Stolac.3? The State Government officially approved its work on May 16t 1911
(No.109000).3t

# Cpncku Coko y XepuerHoBome, Cpncku Coko, vol. 5, no. 1, Kapnosuwu, 1.(14.) neuembap 1910,
p. 18

x Cpncku Coko y XepuerHoBome, Cpncku Coko, vol. 5, no. 4, Kapnosuu, 10.(23.) mapt 1911, p. 59.
2 Cpnckn Coko y XepuerHoBome, Cpricku Coko, vol. 5, no. 3, Kaprosuu, 14.(27.) cebpyap 1911.

%0 Cpncku Coko y Ctouy, Cpricku Cokoncku [nacHuk, opraH Cpnckor Cokonctsa, vol. 1, no. 5 u 6,
Beorpag, maj-jyHn 1912, p. 73.

8 ITbybuwa 3eveBuh, Ymuuaj OpywmeeHo-nonumuyke U eKOHOMCKE KOHcmenauuje 3a epujeme
Aycmpoyeapcke enadasuHe y bocHu u Xepuyeao8uHu Ha pa3eoj chusuyke Kynmype (The influence
of socio-political and economic constellation during the Austro-Hungarian rule in Bosnia and
Herzegovina on the development of physical culture), Doctoral dissertation, ®akynteT dusnyke
Kyntype, YHuep3uTeT y beorpagy, 1988.; & lMetap [. MNasnosuh, @usuyka Kynmypa cprickoz
Hapoda y bocHu u XepuezosuHu 0o 1918. eoduHe (Physical Culture of the Serbian people in
Bosnia and Herzegovina until 1918), ®akynteT dusuyke Kyntype YHuBepauTeta y MCTOYHOM
Capajesy, VictouHo CapajeBo, 1998.
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After approval by the Austro-Hungarian authorities the interest for
Sokolism began to grow. Opportunities for Sokolism “.. began to evolve more
favorably: everything that was advanced both old and young was delighted with
Sokolism and in a short time, a troop of 25 sokols could be seen in constant
progress and exercise even when weak and small and unhealthy.” 32

During 1911, male and female sokols, in addition to practicing, performed
several morning trips to the surroundings of Stolac. On Zegulja, 9 kilometers from
Stolac, they met with sokols from Ljubinje and held a joint excursion. They took
the second excursion to the village of Poplati and there they woke up the desire of
the villagers for Sokolism. At that time, 12 rural youngsters became members of
the SSS Stolac. More experienced members of SSS Stolac came to the village every
Sunday and taught young people how to practice Sokolism.

On the Second Serbian Sokol Slet on August 19t and 201911 in Trebinje,
where 18 members from SSS Stolac attended and performed: exercises with spear,
free exercises, Serbian bat exercises and exercises on horizontal bar. After Slet the
interest in Sokolism increased even more, the number of members increased and
at the end of December 1911 there were 59 members over 18 years of age, out of
which 47 were active exercisers. 33

At the Societie's Assembly, on April 29th 1911, the Administrative Board
was elected in the following composition: Visarion Petrovié, Senior; DuSan Pecelj,
Deputy Senior; Mirko J. Kurili¢, Secretary; Filip Miholjevi¢, troop leader; Vaso
Milicevi¢, treasurer; Pero Kovacevi¢, guard; Petar Zelud, Marko Jugovi¢ and Jefto
Hamovi¢, councilors. Members of the Supervisory Board were Mi¢o Govedarica,
Milan Kovacevi¢ and Milan Kurilié. 34

Serbian Sokol Society in Ljubuski

On 14t of August 1911, with the initiative of the local man Jovo Vukojevi¢, a
group of Serbs from Ljubuski gathered with the intention to establish Serbian
Soko Society. A Temporary Committee was formed. They prepared the Rules of
the Society and submitted the request to the State Government for their approval.
The State Government approved the work of SSS Ljubuski on July 25t 1911 (No.
160944).

2 Cpncku Coko y Crouy, Cpricku Cokorncku nacHuk, opran Cpnckor Cokonctsa, vol. 1, no. 5 u 6,
Beorpag, maj-jyHn 1912, p. 73.

5 Cpncku Coko y Ctouy, Cpricku Cokosncku [nacHuk, opraH Cpnckor Cokonctea, vol. 1, no. 5 u 6,
Beorpag, maj-jyHn 1912, p. 73.

% Cpncku Coko y CTouly, Cpricku Coko, vol. 5, no. 8, Kapnosuu, jyHu 1911.

| 69



Physical education and sport through the centuries www.fiep-serbia.net
2017, 4(2), 57-75
ISSN 2466-5118

Right after the establishment of the Temporary Committee, its members
began to work on the unification of the newly formed SSS and Serbian reading
room in that place. “When you take a small and poor number of Serbs in this sea of
foreigners, what could have been different and more advanced, but merge the
reading room with Sokol, thus reinforcing it with fresh power, and strengthen all
together in the wider field.”35

At the end of 1911, SSS Ljubuski had 30 members, out of which 15 were
practitioners and 2 youngsters.

Serbian Soko Society in Ljubinje

The initiative for the establishment of the Serbian Soko Society in Ljubinje
originated from a group of Serbs gathered around the Serbian teacher DuSan
Savi¢. On February 27t 1911, he gathered Serbian youth from Ljubinje to
establish SSS. He held a lecture for the gathered people on the Sokolism and its
meaning for the Serbian people, which ended with the words: “Brothers, let's
establish Serbian Soko also in Ljubinje, because Serbian Soko is strong and
famous.“36

At that meeting, the Interim Board of three members was elected: Trifko
Krunié, Du$an Savi¢ and Danilo Corovié, whose task was to draft the Rules for the
society, to write and submit a request to the authorities for the approval of work,
preparation of the constitutive assembly, etc.

In the journal “Serbian Soko“, this initiative is warmly welcomed with the
words: “We are warmly welcoming this young Serbian Soko in our brotherly flock
with the desire to never loosen its young wings, but be glorious and powerful as
his other older brothers. Regards!“37

At the Constitutive Assembly held on April 9t 1911 in Ljubinje, the
Society's Administration was elected, composed of: S. Sarenac, Senior; Jovo
Bjelobrk, Deputy Senior; Danilo Corovi¢, Secretary, Trifko Kruni¢, treasurer;
DuSan Savi¢, leader; Dusan Batini¢, guardian; B. Miéi¢, B. Novokmet B. NoZica,
councilors. 38

% Cpncku Coko y Ibybyiikom, Cpricku Cokosicku [nacHuk, opran Cpnckor CokoncTa, vol. 1, no. 5
& 6, beorpag, maj u jynn 1912, p. 74.

% Cpncku Coko y Ibybury, Cpnckm Coko, vol. 5, no. 5, Kapnosuwu, 27. mapT (9. anpun) 1911, p.
80.

%7 Cpncku Coko y Jby6ursy, Cpricku Coko, vol. 5, no. 5, Kapnosuu, 27. mapT (9. anpun) 1911, p.
80.

% Cpncku Coko y Iby6utby, Cpnickn Coko, vol. 5, no. 6, Kapnosuw, 19. anpun (2. maj) 1911.
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Rules and work of SSS Ljubinje were officially approved by the State
Government on July 315t 1911 (No. 166381).

Serbian Soko Society in Capljina

The initiator of the establishment of the Serbian Soko Society in Capljina
was Stojan Pudar, who held a meeting with his counterpart on August 29t 1910 in
Capljina, on which the SSS was established. Immediately after its establishment,
16 falcons enrolled the Society. After that, they submitted a request and the Rules
to the State Government for approval, and the Government approved their work
one year later, on October 6t 1911 (No. 218 883).3°

Regarding Sokolism Pudar interested not only the local inhabitants of
Capljina, but also the ones in the surrounding villages. Interest in Sokolism was
especially expressed in the village of Tasov¢i¢i, which was located on the other
side of river Neretva, and connected with Capljina by bridge. Twelve young people
from Tasovcici enrolled the Sokol ranks. On Sunday and holidays members of SSS
Mostar went to Tasovci¢i and conducted exercises with them. In addition to all the
difficulties encountered by sokols from Capljina, they practiced and prepared for
the Slet in Trebinje (on August 19t and 20%* 1911). On Slet in Trebinje
participated 43 sokols (male and female) from SSS Capljina (12 exercise workers,
14 uniformed and 17 members).

During 1911, the Administrative Board conducted two excursions to Klepci
with their sokols, they organized two festive parties and participated with twelve
members at the Soko party of SSS Ljubuski. At the end of December 1911, the
Society had 28 members of all categories, out of which there were ten
practitioners. During that year, they held 74 exercise classes. 40

On Sunday, August 13th 1911, Serbian sokols organized a Soko party in
Tasov¢iéi (Capljina) where they performed their first public exercise. In addition
to SSS members from Capljina, the training was attended also by sokols from
Mostar, who came with their Senior and Leader, Atanasije Sola and Cedomir Mili¢.

% 3evesuh ITbybuwa, Ymuuyaj dpywmeeHo-nonumuyke U €KOHOMCKe KOHcmernauuje 3a epujeme
Aycmpoyeapcke enadasuHe y BbocHu u Xepue208UuHU Ha pa3eoj ¢husuyke Kynmype, [okTopcka
auceptauuja, ®akynTeT umanyke Kyntype, YHuepauteT y beorpagy, 1988.

2 Cpncku Coko y Yanrbuhu, Cpricku Cokoncku MmacHuk, oprad Cpnckor CokoncTsa, vol. 1, no. 5 &
6, Beorpag, maj u jyHn 1912, p. 73.
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CONCLUSION

Three decades after the formation of Sokolism in the Czech Republic,
appeared the first initiatives for the establishment of Serbian Soko societies in the
territory of Herzegovina and Bosnia, but the political situation in Austro-Hungary
at that time was not beneficial for the establishment of societies with a national
pre-sign. The first attempts to establish a Serbian Soko Society happened in 1893
in Foca, but the Austro-Hungarian authorities did not allow this. The first society
that had the characteristics of Serbian Soko Societies was established in Foca in
1899 under the name Sobriety Society Pobratimstvo (Brotherhood), which in its
work had the fight against alcoholism, but it was actually mostly working on
physical and spiritual strengthening of its members. In 1911 it was re-registered
to “Serbian Soko“ in Foca. In 1904, the first Serbian Gymnastics Society “Obili¢*
was established in Mostar, originated from “Prosvjeta's” subcommittee headed by
Aleksa Santi¢. This Society gathered many intelligent Serbs in its membership
who, in addition to the physical strengthening of members, with their
membership contributed to the spiritual rise of the Serbian people. In 1910
officially started to work Serbian Soko Societies in: Gacko, Herceg Novi, Nevesinje,
Trebinje and Visegrad. In the following 1911 started to work societies in:
Ljubuski, Ljubinje, Stolac and Capljina. After the establishment of the Serbian Soko
Parish of Bosnia and Herzegovina in 1910, all the societies that existed until then,
as well as those that were created after that, were given the unique name “Serbian
Soko“. According to reviewed and available sources, we can conclude that
Herzegovina, more precisely Foca and Mostar, was a cradle of Sokolism in the
territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina. In addition to Fo¢a and Mostar, many other
Serbian Soko Societies have been established and worked in Herzegovina, which
have greatly helped in the development of Sokolism as well as physical, cultural
and spiritual rise of the Serbian and other people in that area.
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INTOYELH CPIICKOI' COKOJICTBA Y XEPHEITOBUHH

CAXKETAK

CoKOJICKHM NOKpeT je HacTao y Yelnkoj y Apyroj noJioBUHU 19. BeKa, HAKOH 4era
ce IpolIMpHUOo Ha cBe C/1aBeHCKe 3eMJbe, Ka0 U OHe Yy KOojuMa cy xkuBesid Cl1aBeHCKU
Hapoau. [lpBu mnoudenu cokosictBa y bBocHu M XepLeroBuHH Bexy ce 3a
XepueroBuHy, TauHuje ®ouy u Pucty Jepemuha, kaga cy 1893. roauHe Hacraje
NpBe MHUIMjaTHBe 3a OCHHMBAe CPICKOT COKOJICKOT ApPYLITBAa Yy OBOM MeCTY.
[lpouo je BHue of NeT roAuHa /[0 OcHHUBamwa mpsor ,Ilo6paTumcTBa’
NPBEHCTBEHO AHTHAJKOXOJMYApCKOT, ajJd MW JpyluTBa Koje je HMaJo
KapaKTepuCTUKe OyAyhHUX CpPICKHUX COKOJICKMX JApymiTaBa. [oguHe 1910. oBo
JPYLITBO je U 3BaHUYHO NpepeructposaHo y ,Cprncku Coko“ y ®ouu. Y HapeJHOM
nepuoAy HacTyNUJIO je MaJlo NOBOJbHUje BpeMe U ToYesia Cy a ce OCHUBAjy U Jipyra
JpylITBa y TpajioBUMa M OCTaJuUM MecTHMa XeplLeroBHMHe, KoOja Cy HaKOH
ozpebeHor BpeMeHa yllJIa U Y XeplieroBadka ceJia, LITo je JJONpPHUHEJI0 pa3Bojy cea,
ONMCMeWaBaby HapoJa all U MHOTHM JPYTMM KOPHCHUM CTBapuMa. YNpaBoO TH
MoYelld M pa3BOj COKOJICTBA Ha NMpOCTOpY XepleroBUHe MpeJjCTaB/bajy TJIaBHU
npeAMeT OBOT pajia ca LUJ/beM Jia Ce UCTPAXKU M MPHKaXKe KaJa U KaKo Cy ce jaBUJle
npBe MHHUIMjaTHBe, KaJa Cy OCHOBaHA NpBa JpYyIITBAa M KO Cy y TOMe Ouie
Haj3Ha4yajHUje JUYHOCTH.

[lopen Tora, ayTopu >keje NpHUKa3aTH M 3HA4aj COKOJICTBA 3a LIEJOKYIHY
XepleroBUHY U HeHO CTaHOBHHUIITBO. TOKOM MHUCakba pajia ayTOpU CY KOPUCTHUIN
HUCTOPHjCKHU METO[.

K/by4He pedu: ocHHBame, CKYNIITHHA, )KyTa (caBe3), THUIHjaTHUBE,
no6paTUMCTBO, CPIICKH COKO.
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HAYAJIO CEPBCKOI'O COKOJIM3MA B 'EPHEI'OBUHE

AHHOTAIUA

CoxoJIbCKOe JIBHXKeHMe 3ap0oUIoch B Yexuu Bo BTOPOH nosioBuHe 19 cTosieTus
Y BCKOpE pacrnpoCTPaHUJIOCh BO BCEX CIABSHCKHX CTPaHaX, a TAKXKe B TeX CTPaHax,
rze xuau cnassiHe. Hagano Cokosmama B Bocuuu u ['epueroBrHe 6bLJI0 MOJI0XKEHO
B [epueroBuHe, ocHoBaTeseM cudTaeTcsi Pucro /xepemuu u3 ropoza Poua,
KoTopelii B 1893 mepBbIM uHHULOMHpOBan co3faHue Cep6ckoro CoOKOJIBCKOTO
obuiecTBa B 3TOM ropoze. 3To 66110 6osiee 4eM 3a 5 JIET 0 CO3JaHHS NEepBOro
obmectBa «[lo6paTuMcTBO» («BpaTcTBO»), MEpBOHAYaJBHO AHTH-AJIKOTOJIBHOTO,
HO, B TO >Xe BpeMs, O6IIecTBa, UMEIOLIET0 XapaKTePUCTHUKHU 6yayuux Cep6ckux
Cokonbckux  obmectB. B 1910 3T0 o06wWECTBO 6bLIO  0QUIHAIBHO
nepeperucTpupoBaHo B o6iiecTBo «Cepbckue cokosbl» B Poue. B mocaeayomue
rojibl Hayasics O6JIArONPUSTHBIA NEpPUOJ, U pasMuHble OOLIeCTBA Havyaau
HOSIBJAATHCS B PYTUX [OPoJax, KOTOpbIe N03Ke BOLLIU B cOCTaB ['eplieroBUHEL, 4TO
M0JIOKUTEJIbHO MOBJMSI0 Ha pa3BUTHe ['eplierOBUHBI B 11eJI0M, HA T'PaMOTHOCTD
HaceJleHUsl W Jipyrde acnekTbl. JTH HayuMHaHUA U pa3BUTHe COKOJIbCKOTO
JABW)KEeHUs] Ha TePPUTOPUM ['eplierOBUHBI OTPaXKeHbl B COZlEPXKaHUM 3TOM CTaThH;
Lejqb CTaTbM BBIIBUTb U MNpEJCTaBUTb, KOrja M KakK MOSABUJINCH IepBble
WHHULMATHBB], KOTJA MOSABWINCH IepBble 00lecTBa U KTO OblIM Haubosee
3HAYMMble JedATeJd. B 3ak/J0ueHMM aBTOpbl XOTeJIM T[OKasaTb 3HauyeHHe
CoxonusMa [ [epueroBUHel W ee HaceJeHUs. ABTOpaMHM HCIOJIb30BaH
HUCTOPUYECKUHN METOJ.

KiioueBble cJI0Ba: OCHOBaHUE, accaMbJiesi, CO03, MHUIIMATUBbI, GPaTCTBO,
Cep6ckuie COKOJTBI.

Reccived on 03.08.2017.
Accepted on 05.10.2017.

| 75



	Casopis engleski online osmi broj FINAL



