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SUMMARY

Serbs who lived in America (more precisely, in the territory of United States)

began to accept the very idea of Sokolism in mid-1907. One of first initiators of this
idea was Danilo Radjevic, who worked and lived in Butte (Montana). In early 1909
began to appear the first initiatives for the establishment of Serbian Soko societies

(SSS) in this territory. During 1909 two SSS were established, first one in Cincinnati
(Ohio) and second one in Detroit (Michigan), and in the following year five more.

During 1911 three societies were established, and in 1912 more than ten, among
which Serbian Soko Society in Steubenville (Ohio). This paper deals with Serbian
Sokol Society in Steubenville in order to determine when the Society was formed,
who were its initiators, founders and members, which were its main activities and
what kind of contribution the society had to development of Sokolism in the
territory of America (United States).
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INTRODUCTION

The ideas of Serbian Sokolism Serbs settled in America (more precisely -
United States) began to accept in mid-1907, and the first initiatives for the
establishment of Serbian Soko Societies (SSS) appeared in beginning of 1909. By
the end of that year two societies were established, in Cincinnati (Ohio)! and
Detroit (Michigan)?, and in the following 1910, five more societies were
established in: Gary (Indiana), Chicago (Illinois), Barberton (Ohio), Akron (Ohio)
and Indiana Harbor (Indiana). In 1911 three other societies were founded in: St.
Louis (Missouri), Butte (Montana) and New York (New York), and in the following
year more than ten societies were established and started working.

In mid-June 1912, there were more than 200 000 male and female sokols in
Europe: Bulgarians (6 000), Croats (8 000), Czechs (100 000), Malorusi (50 000),
Poles (34 288), Russians (2 000), Serbs (3 100) and Slovaks (7 122).3

In America there were more than 27 000 male and female sokols: Croats
(700), Czechs (7 800), Malorusi (800), Poles (10 000), Serbs (600), Slovaks (7
700) and Slovenians (100).4

SUBJECT AND GOAL

Main subject of this paper is Serbian Sokolism in America (United States)
and our goal is to research and highlight main initiators, establishment and work
of Serbian Soko society in Steubenville (Ohio) and its contribution to development
of Sokolism in this territory.

METHOD

During writing authors used historical method. Available sources dealing
with Serbian Sokolism in America (USA) were reviewed and critically analyzed.

' See more: Petar Pavlovié, Nenad Zivanovi¢, Kristina Panteli¢ Babi¢ & Danilo Pavlovig,
Beginnings of Serbian Sokolism in America, FIEP Bulletin, Vol. 85, No. 1-2, 2014, pp. 6 — 12.

2 See more: Petar Pavlovi¢, Kristina Panteli¢ Babi¢, Nenad Zivanovié & Danilo Pavlovi¢, "Serbian
Sokol" in Detroit (Michigan), 9" FIEP European Congress and 7" International Scientific Congress
"Sport, stress, adaptation”, Sophia, Bulgaria, Congress proceedings, 2014, pp. 342 — 347.

¥ KpaTka cTaTUGTVMKa CriaBeHckux cokona, Cpricka Pujey, roa. 8, 6p. 90, CapajeBo, yeTapTak 7 (20)
jyHn 1912, cTp. 2.

* Ibid.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

First initiatives for establishment of Serbian Soko Society in Steubenville
originated from the group of local Serbs in October 1911, after establishment of
Serbian Soko Parish in America (SSPA). At the end of October that year Plavsa
Leskovac from Steubenville addressed a letter to SSPA’s Administration where he
asked them to send him instructions for establishment of Serbian Soko Society
and announced that he will do his best to establish this society as soon as possible.
He also asked them to send him few copies of journal “Soko”. This letter arrived to
SSPA’s Administration before their session and was read at the session on
November 15t 1911, and Parish secretary-general Milan Muslin, after reading the
letter informed attendees that he has already replied and sent all the necessary to
Steubenville. 5

At the session of SSPA on January 15% 1912, among other things, they
decided to thank Plavsa Leskovac from Steubenville “... for his activities regarding
Sokolism.” 6 A letter from Plavsa Leskovac was also read in which he sent “... three
clichés for sokol paper together with one sokol poem.” 7 They decided “... to give it
to S. Printing office of D. Popovi¢ in Chicago, to issue this paper for his trade and
from the same give 5% in favor of S.S.Parish, He thanked brother Leskovac.” 8

Those initiatives were realized in the beginning of March 1912. Provisional
Administration Board was elected with task to prepare the Constitutional
Assembly of SSS and Rules for this Society. On May 10t 1912 in Steubenville
(Ohio) Constitutional Assembly of Serbian Soko Society in this place was held.
The work of the Assembly, which included 22 members, was chaired by brother
PlavSa Leskovac. The Assembly was held by the following agenda:

Selection of the verifier of the record.

Report of the Provisional Management Board.
Dismissal of the Provisional Management Board.
Selection of the Management and Supervisory Board.
The election of the Leader of the Serbian Soko.

S A T o A

Selection of an envoy for SSPA.

® CjepHuua Cpricke Cokorcke XKyne y Amepuum, Coko, nucT Cprickux Cokona y Amepuum, rog. 1,
6p. 2, Hbyjopk, 1. geuembap 1911.

® 3anucHuk cjeaHuue C. Cokoncke Xyne y Amepuun, Coko, nuct Cpnckux Cokona y Amepuum,
roa. 2, 6p. 2, bbyjopk, 1. debpyap 1912, ctp. 30.

" Ibid.
8 Ibid.
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7. Establishment of reading room and a library.

8. Organization of Alphabetical courses.
Dmitar Jari¢ and Mi¢a Momcilovi¢ were elected as verifiers.

The Provisional Administration Board submitted its report and the
proposal of the Rules, which was unanimously accepted. At that time, 38 members
were added to the Society: 24 regular, 5 assistants and 9 members of the Soko-
youth. At that time, there were a total of 60 members in the Society.

Subsequently, the Provisional Administration Board was relieved of its
obligations and Management of SSS was elected by secret ballot.

The following sokols were elected to the Administration Board: PlavSa
Leskovac, Senior; Djuro Eremic, Deputy Senior; Mihailo Breljac, Secretary general;
Dmitar Jari¢, treasurer; Mile Momcilovi¢, economist; Mica Momcilovi¢ and Uro$
Cavi¢, deputies.

Supervisory Board: Dane Vukeli¢, President; Stanko Kljukovnica and Dragi¢
Rali¢, members.

Branko Mudrini¢, who was previously a member of the SSS in Karlovci and
Ogulin, was elected as Leader of Serbian Sokols.

Society’s Senior, Plavia Leskovac, was also elected as an envoy for the SSPA.

They decided to set up a reading room and a library and write to Matica
Srpska, Matica Hrvatska, the Literary Cooperative in Belgrade and to readers to
help them acquire books.

At the end was decided “... to begin with (free) alphabetical course, and to
be a compulsory subject for all illiterate executive members” ? of their Society and
to send this proposal to the SSPA Administration.

Immediately after the conclusion of the Constituent Assembly, the
Admministration Board of the newly formed Society wrote and sent a letter to the
SSPA in which they informed them that they had established the SSS, that they
elected the Management and asked them to send them the conditions for their
admission to SSPA, as well as ceremonial and suits for exercise. The letter was

° Cpncku Coko y CTyGeHsuny, Oxajo, Coko, nuct Cprckux Cokona y Amepuum, rod. 2, 6p. 4,
Hbyjopk, 1. anpun 1912, cTp. 61.
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read at the SSPA meeting on March 15% 1912 in Gary, and it was decided to reply
to them and send the requested materials. 10

The letter to SSPA was also sent by the Leader of Serbian sokols from
Steubenville, Branko Mudrini¢, in which he asked them to send him a text
(transcript) of simple exercises that will be performed at the First Serbian Soko
Slet in June 1912 in Chicago. The letter was read at the SSPA session on March 15t
1912, and it was decided that Milan Meandzija, the Leader of SSPA, will send all
the requested.

At the next session of SSPA, held on April 15t 1912, in Gary, among other
things, it was decided to send the required suits to SSS from Steubenville,
ceremonial and suits for exercise.ll At that session, SSS from Steubenville paid $
30.25 to the SSPA for the membership fee.

At the exceptional assembly of the Society held on June 2nd 1912 in
Steubenville, a new Administration was elected.

Following sokols were elected as members of the Administration Board:
Mile Momc¢ilovi¢, Senior (in the previous administration was an economist); Rade
Drazi¢, Deputy Senior; Momcilo Breljac, Secretary general; Dragic Rali¢, treasurer
(in the previous administration he was a member of the Supervisory Board); Mile
Opali¢, economist; Savo Drazi¢ and Simo Jurjevi¢, deputies.

As members of Supervisory Board: Dmitar Jari¢, President; Simo Rebi¢ and
Djuro Hrkman, members.

Branko Mudrini¢ was re-elected as the Leader, and Milovan Grubi¢ as his
deputy.

The Assembly decided that the exercises and sessions should be held in the
Hall of soko Djuro Jurjevica.

The address of the Society was: 519 Wells Street, Steubenville, 0.12

On the First Serbian Soko Slet, on June 22 and 23rd 1912 in Chicago, the
Serbian Sokols from Steubenville did not participate in the competition, but only
Milos Duda, a member of the Society, was present.13

"% Zanuchuk CjegHnue Cpncke Cokoncke XKyne y Amepwuum, Coko, nuct Cpnckmux Cokona y
Awmepuuu, rog. 2, 6p. 4, byjopk, 1. anpun 1912.

" ZanucHuk CjegHuue Cpncke Cokoncke XKyne y Amepuun, Coko, nuct Cpnckux Cokona y

Amepuun, roa. 2, 6p. 5, byjopk, 1. maj 1912.

'2 Cpncku Coko y CTyGeHBuny, Oxajo, Coko, nucT Cprckux Cokona y AMepuum, roa. 2, 6p. 7 v 8,
Hbyjopk, 1. aBryct 1912.
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By the end of June 1912, the they did not receive a reply to the letter about
the Society’s admission to the SSPA, which was read at the Parish session on
March 15t that year, therefore they sent another letter at the end of June in which
they again asked Parish to notify them whether their application is accepted and
asked to receive: Soko rules, petitions and some equipment for exercise.
Furthermore they also wrote “.. that they heard that brother Milo§ Duda at the
Serbian Soko Assembly spoke of them poorly, as also protested regarding their
admission to S.S.P.in A.” 14

The content of the letter was discussed at the SSPA's session on July 7t
1912, and the present members of the Parish administration after the debate said:
“... that brother Duda did not attack them at all, and therefore any suspicion
regarding this matter is gone.”’> They decided that Parish secretary Milo$
Jokanovi¢ will reply to their letter and ask them to send money for the ordered
items, as well as “... to try to settle with brother Duda, by chance if they were in
dispute.”16 Upon receipt of a letter from SSPA they immediately sent $ 75.50 for
the requested material (apparatus, suits, “Soko” journal and membership fee) and
addressed a letter informing them that they elected Djuro Jurjevic as a benefactor
of SSS in Steubenville, and Dana Vojnovic as an assistant member. The Society
excluded Simo Rebi¢ and Petar Tepavac, the first one due to change of place of
residence and the other one due to non-payment of membership fee. The Parish
was informed of this at a session on August 16t 1912 in Chicago. 17

Some members of SSS, in addition to other tasks, also wrote articles for
some Serbian newspapers. Thus, Plavsa Leskovac, the first Senior of Serbian
sokols in Steubenville, wrote for “Soko” newspaper in 1911 and 1912. 18

As the Administration Board of SSS, although warned by the SSPA, did not
settle its obligations towards the Parish (payment of membership fee, etc.), for

3 Mpsu Cpnckn Cokoncku cnet y Yukary, Coko, nuct Cpnckux Cokona y Amepuum, roa. 2, 6p. 7 n
8, Hbyjopk, 1. aBryct 1912.

" OywaH B. MNMonosuh n Munow JokaHnosuh: 3anucHuk npse cjegHuue Cpncke Cokoncke Xyne y
Awmepuum, ogpxaxe 7. jyna y ,Cpnckoj Yutaonnun* y Yukary, Un., Coko, nuct Cpnckmx Cokona y
Amepuuy, rog. 2, 6p. 9, Hbyjopk, 1. centembap 1912, ctp. 131.

' Ibid.
"% |bid.

K OywaH B. Monosuh 1 Munow JokaHosuh: 3anucHuk Tpehe cjegHuue Cpncke Cokoncke XKyne y
Amepuum, ogpxaTte 16. aBrycta 1912. y Yukary, Un., Coko, nuct Cpnckux Cokona y Amepuum, rog.
2, 6p. 10, Hbyjopk, 1. okTobap 1912.

'8 CapagHnum Cokona y 1911. u 1912. roaunm, Coko, opraH Cprickux Cokona y AMepuum 1 nnuct
3a HapoaHo npocsjehuBatbe, roa. 3, 6p. 1 u 2, byjopk, 1. chebpyap 1913.
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that reason, at the SSPA meeting on February 28t 1913 in Chicago, was decided
that “Serbian Soko” from Steubenville will be excluded from the Parish. 1°

According to the annual report of SSPA for the period June 25t 1912 to
June 25t 1913, in SSS from Steubenville on June 25t 1912 were in total 19
members, and as on February 28t 1913 “Serbian Soko” from Steubenville was
excluded from the Parish, and by June 25t that year was not returned to its
membership, for these reasons was not on the Parish list on June 25t 1913, 20

In reviewed and available sources we did not find more information about
the work of this Society by the end of June 1914.

CONCLUSION

Serbian Soko Society in Steubenville (Ohio) during its existence fulfilled its
duties and set Soko goals. During the course of this work, the Society gave a
certain contribution to the literacy of the Serbian people (by organizing
alphabetical courses), gathering of the Serbian people (with their membership,
although not so many), cooperation with the Soko societies of other Slavic nations,
as well as the expansion and development of the Sokol idea, not only among Serbs,
but also among other Slavic nations.

Unfortunately, on February 28%, 1913, SSS “Serbian Soko” from
Steubenville was excluded from the Serbian Soko Parish in America due to the
failure to fulfill its financial obligations towards the Parish (non-payment of
membership fee), and since then we have no data about it.
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»CPIICKH COKO“Y CTYBEHBUJIY (0OXA]O)

CAXETAK

WUpeje cprickor cokosictBa Cp6U HaCTarbeHU y AMepHLIM OYesH Cy IpUXBaTaTH

nojsoBuHoM 1907. rogvHe, a modyeTtkoM 1909. cy ce mnouesie jaB/baTH U INpBe
MHHULMjaTHBe 3a OCHUBake CPIICKUX COKOJICKUX ApyluTaBa. /lo kpaja 1909. ronune
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OCHOBaHa cy ABa ApyuwTBa, y 1910. rogunu jou net, TokoMm 1911. roguHe ocHOBaHa
Cy joll TpH ApYyLITBa a nopef mUX U Cpricka cokosicka xyna y Amepunu (CCXA),
onHocHO CaBe3 CpPICKMX COKOJICKMX JApymiTaBa y Amepunu. Y 1912, roauHu
OCHOBAHO je W TO4YesI0 Ca paJioM BHIIe Of JeceT ApyliTaBa, Mehy kojuma ce
HaJsa3uiao U ApymTtBo y Cty6eHBuay, ApkaBa Oxajo. OBaj paj 6aBU ce CPICKUM
COKOJICKMM ApyIITBOM y CTyGeHBUJy ca I[M/beM Jia Ce YTBPAM Kaja je APYIITBO
HacTaso, KO Cy HeroBU HHHUIMjaTOPH, OCHHWBAYM M YIAHOBH, Koje Cy My Ouse
IJIaBHe aKTUBHOCTH M KOJIMKH JONPHUHOC je APYIITBO UMaJIo 3a Pa3BOj COKOJICKTBA
Ha npoctopy Amepuke (CA/I-a). AyTopH Cy KOPUCTHIN UCTOPHUjCKU METO/,

K/by4He peuM: COKOJICTBO, APYIITBO, YIIPaBa, 4IaHOBH.

«CEPBCKHU COKOJI» B CThIOBEHBUJLJIE (OTAHO)

AHHOTALIUSA

CepObl, mpoxkuBawuue B AMepruke (Ha Tepputopuu CoexnHeHHBbIX llTaTOB)
Haya/Ju ocBauBaTb wuaeto Cokosusma B cepeauHe 1907 roga. OpuH U3
MHUIMATOPOB ABHXKeHHUs 6bl1 JlaHWI0 Pa/i)keBUY, KOTOPBIN paboTas U NPOKHUBaJ B
Byrre (wratr MonTana). B Hauyase 1909 roja cTaiud MNOSABJAATBHCA IepBble
MHHUIMATOPBI N0 opraHusanuu obuiects Cepbekoro Cokosa (OCC). B Teyenue 1909
roja ObLJIO OPraHM30BaHO JBa TaKUX O0OLeCTBa, oAHO B lluHUWHHaTU (WITAT
Oraiio) u BTOpOoe B [leTpoiiTe (luTaT MU4uraH), a B cJeAyIOLIEM IOy MOSBUIOCH
emie nATh o61ecTB. B 1911 roay 66110 OpraHU30BaHO TPU 06IIecTBa, a B 1912 -
6osee 10, B uyuca0 KoTopbix Bouwio U O6uiectBo Cep6eckoro Cokosna B
CroiobeHBuiie (wrtaT Oradio). B pgaHHOM pa6oTe paccMaTpuBaeTcss cepbckoe
O6uwectBo Cokona B CThloGeHBU/IE C LeJbl0 ONpefeseHus, Korja ObLIo
cpopmupoBaHo O61ecTBO, KTO Obll €ero HMHHULUATOPaMH, OCHOBAaTeJsIMH U
YjeHaMH{, KOTOpble OCYIIeCTBJ/SAJM OCHOBHYIO [leTeJbHOCTb U KaKOH BKJAJ
006111eCTBO JJO/DKHO GbLIO BHECTH B pa3BuTHe COKOJIM3Ma Ha TEPPUTOPUU AMEPUKU
(CIIA).

KiiroyeBble c10Ba: COKOJIU3M, 06H.LECTBO, AAMHWHUCTpalyd, 4Y1EeHbl.
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