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SUMMARY

The paper analyzes spiritual stumbling of modern man which in addition to
other general aspects of life has also led to sport degradation to only one dimesion -
the dimension of the result covering particular material interests of having power
and being popular to which all other sport components including playing as the
most honourable ingredient, which in terms of anthropology defines man as a being
whose essential characteristic is playing, are inferior. Spiritual stumbling of modern
man is a result of ratiocentrism (that is, his abandoning the concept of
theocentrism) with dispair and loss of morality turning the complex body-spirit
bond into an instrument and the sport competition itself into an alienating form of
achieving results at all costs. As a result, athletes themselves as main participants in
competitions (either against other competitors or against themselves) have become
an instrument-tool for gaining profit. Spiritual stumbling have generated moral
crisis and left sports and their participants without any human dimension of
existence degrading them to a single physical dimension and its merciless and
brutal exploitation.
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INTRODUCTION:

According to the opinion of our most prominent philosopher Milan Brdar
man's new-age both philosophic and cognitive denial ("killing") of God marked
not a triumph of man as it was ingenuously assumpted by Humanism and
Enlightement but his complete fall into an abyss of nothingness, into the darkness
of the meaningless and nihilism and out of humanity. This serious ontological
dispute against God with an unfavourable end for man and still lasting today
started with the ratiocentralism of Descartes and an attempt to generate and base
the cognitive approach I know on the idea of I think, therefore I am. By introducing
the method of radical suspicion and shifting the focus of thinking from God-
centered system to a ratio-centered system Descartes made a philosophical and
cognitive step which was unlikely without serious ontological consequences and
fall into solipsism. Milan Brdar explains why man has lost his support, measure of
everything and even his own sense and actions with the Descartesian removal of
God as a referent framework from the theocentric approach of that time. "The
unsolved problem of a method which could provide the transition from "1 think"
to "I know" and the issue of distinguishing the truth from the untruth within clear
and particular ideas remains." (...) And to think you know and to know you know
is not the same thing."! Numerous attempts to provide ontological and spiritual
base of the future thinking-acting order in man himself turned out to be just a
little bit better than a mere inventory of philosophic misconceptions, abstract
humanism and radical self-deceptions. '"'Modern man becomes such an
anthropoid. What prevents such a man after the fall of God and both Christian and
any other sanction threats to imagine that he is a Nietzsche's Ubermensch who
despises morally limited, weak man as "a being to be overcome.'2

The danger of the ontological approach is hidden in self-deception, in losing
the support, a reference point for spiritual estimate, normative determinant of
moral judgement and an a priori quality as a source and base of real values. "The
main misconception of the Modernity and Modern Humanism is praising and
glorifying the loss of the support as a result of emancipation from the Middle Ages
theocentric order with the assumption that man will find himself a substitution.
(-.) The fantasy of freedom is based on the appalling ignorance about human
nature despite constant prating about it."3 To leave all this to the so-called free
will leads not only to unacceptably high risk of self-will but also to a certain road

1 Brdar, Milan. Between the Abyss and the Sky. Institute for Political Studies, Beograd, 2015. p. 117.
2 Ibid. p. 298.
3 Ibid. p. 336.
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to moral depravity, social anarchy and political and legal anomies. This is where
the wake-up warning "cry" of Dostoevsky "if there is no God everything is
permitted" comes from. There is no a priori good, says Brdar, "there is no
normative determinism, everything is possible and everything is permitted." In
such situation " God is silent and He knows, I think and I don't know, the World
keeps talking and it doesn't know." Even that a rotter talks about morality, a
rascal about justice, a ruffian about peace, an usurper about equity, an insane man
about wisdom, an imperious man about calming, a scrooge about kindness, a fool
about education, a dishonest man about honesty, a stutterer about oratory, a thief
about property, aggressor about freedom, a looser about luck, a haughty man
about humility, a perjurer about assertion, an unbeliever about belief, an
ironhearted man about heart, a traitor about patriotism and a cheater about fair
play. "Morality is now left to individual self-will of I will - I will not. One is formed
by choosing one's "own morality".# The man of modernity has not specified
criteria for essential distinguishing the good from the evil, usefulness from
fairness and has no clear awareness of the necessity to divide science itself into
the area of intellectually certain knowledge (episteme) and the area of opinion
(opinio, doxa) or belief (pistis). "Modern man found himself in complete freedom
when he was free from religion, church, tradition, state and in particular when
God abandoned everything. This is not political freedom in terms of value but
ontological freedom in terms of absence of any measure, limitation, norm,
foundation or base. Therefore the curse is fate and misfortune. Therefore
ideological Mermaids who take the soul and leave bones raid.">

ONE-DIMESIONAL SPORT OR ON FURTHER MORAL STUMBLING
OF THE MAN OF MODERNITY:

This brief but basic spiritual and philosophical introduction on existential
and moral fall of the man of Modernity into the abyss of the meaningless and spoilt
was necessary as a spiritual preamble serving as a significant base for our paper
and indicating the direction in which to look for answers to numerous questions
arising from the main topic. It is about planned degradation of sport to one-
dimensional phenomenon, high profitable business and competition at all costs,
cold-hearted professionalism lacking any human sense. The paper will at least
indicate the causes of turning modern sports into gladiator arenas where athletes
themselves are victims of their sports managers and club owners and turned into

+1bid. p. 300.
s Ibid. p. 308.
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instruments and degraded to a single physical dimension and its merciless and
brutal exploitation.

The writer of the paper advocates heteronomous foundation of ethics as a
branch of philosophy concerned with the meaning and the goal of moral
behaviour and actions. This approach is of theonomic nature, thus it assumes God-
centred worldview without which neither moral nor cognitive aspects of behaviour
of man as an individual or a member of a group or a broader political community
are likely to be founded. The given approach therefore has axiological and
theocentric base. "Since the world is a work of God, "a clear and specific
indication' of his almightiness and perfection the relation of an idea and the world
is actually the same as the relation to God'"¢ and assumes a certain form of
altruism without which no community is likely to survive, not even the
community defining itself as a broad international community, as a sports
association or federation. It also implies normative ethics which clearly
establishes moral principles of behaviour and judges them through a system of
criteria and sanctions in case of potential criteria violation because values can
exist only in relation to "man as a being of practice". Our position questions
common moral relativism which suggests "the rejection of a universal view or
approach and doubts the principles claimed to be true or justified for all" both in
sports and life in general.” Such moral relativism leads to scepticism while
scepticism in turn ends up in nihilism. The ultimate consequence of moral
relativism is found in free space left for different and incoherent interpretations
adaptable to the attitude of justifying power and success based on money. Sport has
also been trapped in the commercialization and relativism and abused by
unscrupulous owners of capital and greedy collectors of material things.

This has been enabled by general relativization of values and morals of the
civilization because the system of criteria is required only to preserve certain
particular values. For example, Christian moral norm Thou shall not murder serves
to protect life as the highest value and is followed by punishment as a reasonable
consequence for violation of the norm protecting the previous value
(CONCEPTUAL TRINITY: THE VALUE - THE NORM - THE PUNISHMENT). Such
ethical approach is opposed to the aforementioned moral relativism and based on
Christian deontology that is, the glorious ethos of one's moral behaviour
determined by the principles of harmonized relations with God, with the world -
creation (living things and non living environment), with other people as well as
with oneself. "The essential virtues characteristic of Christianity are therefore:

6 [bid. p. 90
7 Simon, Robert. L., Fair Play: The Ethics of Sport. Official Gazette, Beograd, 2006, p. 25.
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conciliation, faith and hope. The religious resource of Christian virtues and the
Christian ideal of society include the following four principal virtues of the ancient
ethics (wisdom, courage, perseverance and justice) and the three divine virtues
(faith, hope and love)."8 The significance of God can be placed in the everlasting
Cosmos which is the only thing capable of establishing a stable meaningful order
and even providing a functional level of a human being by saving him from
absurdness. "And there, in finding ways to provide the ultimate meaning and
certainty lies the origin of God as the supreme being who arranges the world
order and gives it meaning and purpose so that one can find his place in the
universe. Thus, the concept of God is a result of man's weakness and undefensible
existential uncertainty.'

Modern human sinking deep into a desparate existential situation and
lacking meaning of life are largely the result of his serving to capital-technical
complex which, forced by the so-called rationalism (the curse of collecting
material things and capital) pushes him deeper into the abyss degrading his
human being to a simple machine attachment. It, in return, makes profit for global
masters both in traditional business and in those areas of human activities such as
sport, culture, education, science and even leisure which should have stayed out of
it turning them into entertainment and profit industry. "The fact is that
technology and capital need man only in his functional form. And in the view of
capital man becomes outdated."19 Modern sport is thus turned into profit industry
unscrupulously exploiting its best athletes degrading them to slaves of the
profession, instruments-tools, wasting them quickly and replacing them with other
athletes who are recruited rapidly. They become more useful for making money by
continuing the circulation of profit which is increased in each following circle. This
is probably where the appalling compound noun "human resources" in the
modern management vocabulary comes from. "Greed has become an essential
characteristic of today's man (occupied with gaining quantities, collecting material
things and important social positions). Man has taken the outlook of a "collector"
(people are valued according to the size of their property, the number of
referenced books, the number of scores in a match)."11

This is why we have reached the point where sport as an early and primal
need of man to play and enjoy the beauty turned into a one-dimensional sport, into
a brutal competition against the predominance of success and results at all costs.

8 Rados, Jovo, Ethics in Sport. Kairos, Sremski Karlovci, 2013, p. 16.
9 Brdar, Milan, see above, p. 420.
10 [bid., p. 331.

11 Rados, Jovo, The Philosophy of Sport. Kairos, Sremski Karlovci, 2010, p. 40.

72 |



Physical education and sport through the centuries www.fiep-serbia.net
2018, 5(1), 93-115
ISSN 2466-5118

"Competition in sport in its widest context can be described as participation in the
sports competition aimed at defeating the opponent. In clear circumstances, the
competition seems to be a situation where winning on the one side has to be
accompanied by losing on the other side (zero-sum game)."12 We therefore talk
about alienated sport showing "respect” only to "winners" and praising them only
as long as they can be used for making profit for their masters. '"Commercial drifts
and winning at all costs have made us estranged from sport by shocking
exaggerations."'® Mankind has become overwhelmed by "general madness"
which seems to have no end and which no one is likely to oppose. It seems that
this estranged and unscrupulous leviathan of the sport abuse has completely
mastered our lives and sucks the last bits of our strength as a "vampire'" leaving
athletes without any feeling of sport and audience without money and any
meaning. Without everything we had when we stepped into this once innocent
area of human games, goodness, humanity, freedom, entertainment and culture.
Money has become the measure of all things, thus it is no wonder one of Marx's
prophecies revealing the entire absurdness of our civilization and culture has
caught up with us: ... "I'm bad, dishonest, unscrupulous, stupid; but money is
honoured and hence its possessor."

Has not the same happened to education? Here, we have reached a
complete downfall in its quality, meaning and enlightening aspect. Almost three
decades ago, an American philosopher known for his criticism of American higher
education cried that education in America is "just little more than propaganda'4
targeting at gloomy results of various educational reforms which caused the break
down of nowdays educational systems, particulary those assigned to ordinary
people. To the contrary, the elite (whatever it means today) has assured for itself
the privilege of quality education and science avoiding the traps of the "Bologna
education' in its well protected areas of education.

The entire existential downfall of modern man is therefore the result
of his spiritual decay, secularism of the system, deformed materialism and
aggressive atheism. Utilitarian morality claiming that what is useful is moral can
exist in such world only. The road from such perverted moral approach to bare
robbery of everything including even all human activities is not long. Thus, sport
has turned into various forms of expressing secular religion. When true spirituality
is in crisis, some substitutes for authentic religious relations arise. ""Our theologist
R. Bigovi¢ notices: Regardless of how irreligious it may look at first sight,

12 Simon L., Robert, see above, p. 39.
13 Kokovi¢, Dragan, The Downside of Sports. Prometej, Novi Sad, 2008, p. 117.
14 Bloom, Allan, Closing of the American Mind. Prosveta, Beograd, 1990, p. 64.

| 73



Physical education and sport through the centuries www.fiep-serbia.net
2018, 5(2), 68-77
ISSN 2466-5118

contemporary culture is essentially the culture of a new form of religion -
secularized religion. The Orthodox Church is also challenged by the new religion.
Regardless all the external circumstances: cultural, economic, social, political and
historical human existential needs remain the same. Man is god-like (theocentric)
being according to this ontological structure. Therefore, if deprived of true God,
true relation and union with Him, then his tragic odyssey in search for new gods,
sanctuaries and rituals starts."15 Thus, it is no wonder if he finds them in sports, on
fields and courts turning athletes into new gods and idols.

Consequently, sport was first reduced to a competition and then
commercialized to the ultimate endurance limits of modern gladiators we call
competitors. And it seems that nobody cares any more about the lost meaning of
all the things. Given that the situation is only comprehensible for money-making
owners in sport it is not clear how all others: athletes, coaches, and particularly
the audience who pay for it have become deprived. The consumers of alienated
sport deprived of the essence of the game, humanity and beauty have been
anesthetized by media in general. While another human aspect of the game is cut
off in various competitions year after year, the media anesthetized audience
paying much for it seem not to suffer at all while the last bits of sports soul are
being murdered before them.

This way, rich usurpers kill its primal spirit as an honourable skill and
everlasting illusion about the good and hope providing people with a harbour
where they can dream about a world better than the one they live in while
walking towards modern arenas. "A game is, as Aristotle says, diametrically
opposed to reality. It should be therefore separated, confined and protected from
the surrounding world at first place in order to enable its system to function and
circulate within a broader system of life."16 Sport should and must become a
protection from nonsense and fraud that is, an area of one's freedom and
faith in the game as an honourable substrate and requirement for one's
happiness. We are not ingenuous when requiring this from sport because it
actually used to be like that but the civilization and technology of profit have taken
its "innocence". Dull materialism, greedy collection of material things and raw
wealth cannot be considered as culture. "If sport finds itself in manipulation whirl,
then it distracts from the truth, physical and spiritual creativity and the true
human existence. Serious dangers of violence and exaggeration distracting us
from sport can occur under the circumstances of fundamental politicization."1?

15 Kokovi¢, Dragan. The Downside of Sports. Prometej, Novi Sad, 2008, p. 124
16 Rados, Jovo, The Philosophy of Sport, p. 42.
17 Kokovi¢, Dragan, The Downside of Sports. Prometej, Novi Sad, 2008, p. 32.
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CONCLUSION:

Comprehensive reaffirmation is likely only with the return to certain basic
values and ideals defined as early as Antiquity. One such ideal is a harmonic
development of the body and mind. The ideal of kalokagathia which promotes
reaching beauty through physical education and thus achieving the good as a
harmonious ethos of an individual. "As long as they stay within the area of "pure
game" sport and art are very close to each other. An artist and an athlete are real
only when they play for the sake of the game itself."18 Also, the social ideal of
paideia with a well organized community providing balanced relationship of the
spirit, the good as a virtue strived to and the body, which can lead to
comprehensive development of an individual and the political community based
on the three forms of achieving perfection: physical, intellectual and ethical.
"Focusing on brutal competition, selection and elitism ruins dignity and concepts
of physical education. Physical education should dose efforts whereas sport
should not hesitate to exhaust the body."1?

The essence of possible shifts towards the good in sport can be
concentrated at this very point. Sport, though it should be, is not a separate area of
sociability, individual and independent from general civilizational and cultural
values and predominant social patterns. Thus, the essential change must also
become a general civilizational change in relation to itself, its framework of values,
life and its attributes. Without this change it is impossible to change the relations
in alienated and materialized sport which represents only our ugly mirror
reflecting more obviously than other areas of life how much we have stumbled
and how close to self-destruction we have come. "We can learn to overcome
difficulties and appreciate excellence through sport. We can learn to respect
activities for what they are free from any reward and the contribution of others
even when we are opponents. We can develop and express our morality through
sport as well as illustrate the full importance of dedication, integrity, justice and
courage.'20

"An athlete, too, just like an artist is the more "real"" the more he or she
plays fair that is, the less he or she allows any external interests or moments
interfere with his or her game.?! It is necessary in every aspect of sport values:
biological and health, social and cultural and ethical and educational to revitalise

18 Rados, Jovo, The Philosophy of Sport, p. 42.
19 Kokovi¢, Dragan, ibid., p.162.
20 Simon, L. Robert, see above, p. 281.

21 Rados, Jovo, The Philosophy of Sport, p. 42.
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and reaffirm the spiritual in the human being inclined to games, beauty and
physical education. It is an authentic and meaningful role of sport as a form of
culture and honourable game pursuing healthy life as a summary of many
essential values in our life. The lost spirituality based on real and everlasting values
of the truth, the good, justice, love and morality can be restored in sport better and
faster than in any other segments of our existence if approached in appropriate way.
The highest values of the divine order created for man's ascension to spirituality
and moral improvement. The evangelistic message "Therefore you shall be perfect
just as your Father in heaven is perfect" clearly and incisively provides an attest to
this.
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o Ut W

CHIOPT JEAHE IMMEH3U]E
AYXOBHA KPU3A KAO MOT'Y'hH Y3POK PEAYKIIUJE
CIIOPTA HA ®EHOMEH JEAHOAUMEH3UOHAJ/IHOCTH

CAXKETAK

Y pasy heMo HacTojaTu Aa aHaIM3UPAMO AyXOBHO MOCPTake MOJePHOT YOBeKa
Koje je mopeJ; APYryx aclekaTa YKyIHOT >XMBOTa U y MOJbY CIIOpPTa NMPO3UBEJIO
HeroBo CBOheme Ha jeJlHy AUMEH3Ujy - JUMEH3HUjy pe3yJsTaTa, M3a Kora CToje
KOHKPETHHU MaTepHjaJHU UHTEpPeCH MOhU U MOMyJIapHOCTH, KojuMa ce mnojpebhyje
CBe I1a YaK U OHA HajllJIeMeHHWTHja KOMIIOHEHTA CIOpTa KOjy YMHHU UIPa, a Koja y
AHTPOMOJIOIIKOM CMHCIY  4YoBeka JAeduHHIIe Kao Ouhe uyuje je jeAHO oOf
CYIITUHCKUX CBOjCTaBa Urpame. [[yXoBHO NOCpTake MOJIEPHOT YOBeKa, NocIeAuIa
je panuoneHTpU3Ma (HEeroBOr HANMyLITaka KOHIENTa TeolleHTpU3Ma) a 6e3Habhe U
ry6UTaK eTUYHOCTH NPOU3BeJH Cy NHCTPYMeHTA/lN3alujy KOMILIeKca TeJo-AyX, a
caMo CIIOPTCKO TakMHu4erbe CBeJH Ha oTyhyjyhy ¢opMy pesysTaTa 1o cBakKy LieHy.
[locnepuua cBera TOra, je Aa Cy W CaMU CHOPTUCTH Kao LieHTpPaJHU aKTepH
TakMUYyewa ( 6u10 ca ApPyrdM GUJIO ca CaMHUM COGOM) MOCTaau MNpodUTAGUIHU
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HHCTPYMEHT-CPeJCTBO. JIyXOBHO MOCpTalbe€ MPOU3BEJNO je  eTHYKY KpHu3y, H
OCTaBMJIO CIIOPT U HeroBe aKTepe 6€3 XyMaHe JUMeH3Uje M0CTOojarba, CBoJehu ux

Ha oTyheHy paBaH TeJIECHOCTH U HeHy 6e3IOIITeJHY ¥ CypOBY eKCILJIOATalHjy.

Kiby4yHe pedu: cniopT, TeJs0,[yX0BHA KPU3a, pPaLlHOLleHTPU3aM, Urpa,0Tyheme

OJTHOMEPHBI CIIOPT
JIYXOBHbBI KPU3UC KAK BO3MOKHAA IPUYNHA
PEAYKLHWHU CIIOPTA K PEHOMEHY O/JHOMEPHOCTH

AHHOTALIUA

B faHHOH cTaTbe MBI MOMNBITAJINWCh NPOAHAJHW3WPOBATH JYXOBHBIH KaMeHb
NPEeTKHOBEHHUS] COBPEMEHHOr0 4YeJOBeKa, KOTODBIM, B JONOJHEHHe K JApPYyrUM
acnekTaM ero »KM3HH, TOPOJMJI ero CoKpallleHHe [0 OAHOI'0 U3MepeHUs B 06J1acTH
CIOpPTa, a TaKXKe - U3MEPEHHUs] pPe3y/IbTATOB, C KOHKPETHBIMH MaTepHalbHbIMU
WHTEpEeCcaMH BJIACTH U NOIYJIIPHOCTH B GOHOBOM peXHMe, B KOTOPOM BCE, U JJaXKe
caMasl 6JlaropoZiHasi COCTaBJISIIOIAsl CIIOPTA 3aKJII0U€EHa, B OJHON U3 UTP, KOTOpPbIE
B AHTPOINOJIOTMYECKOM CMbIC/IE ONPEJE/SIOT 4YeJOBeKa, KaK CYIUeCTBO, s
KOTOPOTO UIPBI-3TO OJHO W3 BaXKHEHIIUX [JAeUCTBUN. /JIyXOBHBIA KaMeHb
IPETKHOBEHHUS] COBPEMEHHOTO0 4esioBeKa SIBJISeTCs CJAeACTBUEM paTHOLLEHTPpHU3MaA
(oTka3a OT KOHLENLMM TEOLEHTpU3Ma), a Oe3HAZEKHOCTb U IOTEPS 3THKHU
HPOU3BEN HUHCTPYMEHTAIU3ALMIO TEJECHO-YXOBHOI'O KOMILJIIEKCA, BO YTO Obl TO
HU CTaJI0 CBEJIM CIOPTUBHYI0 KOHKYPEHIMIO K OTYYKAatoliell ¢opme pe3ysbTaTa.
B pe3y/ibTaTe caMH CIOPTCMEHBI KaK LIeHTPaJbHbIE aKTEPbl COPEBHOBAHUH (OyAb
TO C APYTMMH WM C COGOH) CTaJM NPUOBLIBHBIM HHCTPYMeHTOM. [lyXOBHOE
MaHUNYJIUPOBAaHHWE MOPOJUJIO 3STUYECKHMH KPHU3HUC, OCTAaBUB CIOPT U €ro
YYaCTHUKOB 06e3 TyMaHHOTO U3MepeHHUs CYIIeCTBOBAHHsS, [JOBeJAd HX [0
OTYYk/IEHHOTO YPOBHS TEJIECHOCTH U 6€3Ka/I0OCTHON U KeCTOKOH 3KCILIyaTalHH.

KiioueBble c/10Ba: CIIOPT, TeJ0, [yXOBHBIM KPU3UC, PATHOLLEHTPU3M, UTPHI,
OTUYX/I€HHE.
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