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SUMMARY

The Sokol movement originated in Prague on February 16, 1862, under the then
Habsburg Monarchy, as a form of awakening Czech national consciousness through
sporting activities. The conceptual creator of this concept was Miroslav Tirsh, and
together with him the founders of the Exercise Organization “Soko” were Jindrich
Finger and Emanuel Toner. Serbian sokolism developed later, on several sides,
according to circumstances and circumstances in which the situation was different
in the free Principality, then in the Kingdom of Serbia, and differently in the areas
where Serbs under the Austro-Hungarian monarchy lived. Sokolism in the south of
Serbia arose from gymnastics, which was the ,key point” of the work of both the
Gymnastics and later Sokol society. A special impetus for mass membership in
southern Serbia was given by Uros, son of Proka Crnilovic, from Vlasotince at
Belgrade studies, who in 1911 participated with the sokols from Belgrade at the All-
Sokol Slet in Zagreb, and even more by participating in the All-Sokol Slet in Prague
1912, when he won the medal in the long jump. The aim of this research was to find
out and present historical facts about the occurrence of sokolism in the south of
Serbia, especially in Leskovac and Vlasotince.
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INTRODUCTION

The Sokol movement originated in Prague on February 16, 1862, under the
then Habsburg Monarchy, as a form of awakening Czech national consciousness
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through sporting activities. The conceptual creator of this concept was Miroslav
Tirsh, and together with him the founders of the exercise Organization “Soko”
were Jindrich Finger and Emanuel Toner. Sokolism promoted liberal philosophy
and the strengthening of national identity through physical exercises, primarily
gymnastics and athletics.!

Serbian sokolism developed later, on several sides, according to circumstances
and circumstances in which the situation was different in the free Principality,
then in the Kingdom of Serbia, and differently in the areas where Serbs under the
Austro-Hungarian monarchy lived. Sokolism of the Serbian people in the countries
under Vienna and Pest (in the territories of Croatia and Slavonia, Vojvodina,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro and Dalmatia) begins with the founding of
the first Sokol society “Serbian Soko” (1904) and the first “Serbian Soko Parish of
Fruska Gora” (1905) in Sremski Karlovci.2

Sokolism in the south of Serbia arose from gymnastics, which was the ,key
point” of the work of both the Gymnastics and later Sokol society. Leskovac is one
of the first cities in the center of Serbia to have a gymnastic society. It was a Civic
gymnastic society ,Dusan the Mighty”, founded in 1896 by Zika Obrenovic, a
bookstore from Leskovac. Later, in 1904, it changed its name to the ,Knight
society of Dusan the Mighty”.3 Under the influence of new political circumstances
and with the favor of the new dynasty, such societies took place in Serbia on
February 2, 1910, and united under the name Alliance of sokol society ,Dusan the
Mighty”. So the Leskovac society was named the Sokol society ,Dusan the
Mighty” 4

Until the outbreak of World War II, there was a Serbian sokol society in
Vlasotince, founded in 1909. At its founding, this society was called ,Dusan the
Mighty”, and later changed its name to ,Soko”. The founders of this society are
considered to be property owners from Vlasotince, teacher Petar Miljkovic-
Pastrkulja and law student Aleksandar Crnilovic.5 Sokol society of Vlasotince, true

! MlyTHUK, Bnasana. COKOJICKM JJOMOBHM Y KOHTEKCTY pa3Boja JyrocJOBEHCKe apXUTEKTOHCKe ClieHe
(1918-1941).

2 Vukasinovi¢, Vladan; Mijatovi¢, Sladana; Koci¢, Sonja. Falcons' patriotism:'One state, one nation,
falconry'. Fizi¢ka kultura, 2014, 68.2: 163-175.

3 3BesgaH CaBuh. Cokosicmeo u Mopascka xcyna Huw (1920-1941). 2011. YuuBepsuteT y Humy,
dakynTeT cnopTa 1 GU3NYKOT BacnuTama, cTp. 113.

4 Hcro, cTp. 113.
5 HUcro, cTp. 124.
Interesting facts:

,Sokolism is today national, common to all Slovenian peoples, therefore, a Slavic institution, which
goes after it, to raise healthy and solid sons and daughters to the people, which inseparably integrates
with the upbringing of the body the spiritual. Sokolism was founded to protect the homeland, it breeds
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to tradition, restores work within the newly formed Moravian sokol parish in Nis,
under a new name ,,Sokol society Vlasotince”.

METHOD OF WORK

The subject of this research is sokolism in southern Serbia, its historical origin
and development, especially in Leskovac and Vlasotince.

The aim of this research was to find out and present a historical fact about the
formation of sokolism in southern Serbia, especially in Leskovac and Vlasotince, as
the most respected societies within the Moravian parish in Nis, to which fraternal
societies from Boljevac, Kursumlija and Aleksinac belonged.

The method of theoretical analysis of historical facts related to the
development of sokolism in the south of Serbia, especially in Leskovac and
Vlasotince, was used.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Sokolism in the south of Serbia arose from gymnastics, which was the ,key
point” of the work of both the Gymnastics and later Sokol society. Until World War
11, it developed within the Sokol organization. Gymnastics, or popularly called
,»,Czech gymnastics”, was synonymous with sokolism. It is particularly important
to point out that among the first countries in Europe, Serbia, on March 31, 1892,
passed the Law on assistance to gymnastics and shooting society and five riders in
the Kingdom of Serbia, which contributed significantly to extracurricular physical

a body to fight and win”- Miroslav Tirsh (BnarojeBuh, Mapuja. BusyesHa kyamypa cokosa. 2003.
JlunioMcku paf,. YHuBepauteT y beorpany, ®usnosodcku dpakynrer).

Interesting facts:

One of Tirsch’s close associates, Emanuel Toner, proposed in 1862, the same year that the society was
founded, to name Sokol, because it liked the symbolism that bird had in the Serbian people. He
observed that a folk poet, a guslar, linkes a hero to a bird Sokol when he wants to highilght his best
freatures. The bird was taken by the Serbian people as a symbol of heroism, speed and boldness. The
Czechs felt that it was these traits that should adorn members fo their society (Bsiarojesuh, Mapuija.
Busyeawa kyamypa cokoaa. 2003. JlumioMcku paj. YHuBep3uTeT y bBeorpagy, Punosodcku
dakyrreT).
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education.® With the southern Slavs, the first Sokol society was founded in
Ljubljana in 1863, under the name ,,Southern sokol”.”

A special impetus for mass membership in southern Serbia was given by Uros,
son of Proka Crnilovic, from Vlasotince at Belgrade studies, who in 1911,
participated with the sokols from Belgrade at the All-Sokol Slet in Zagreb, and
even more by participating in the All-Sokol Slet in Prague 1912, when he won the
medal in the long jump. The first All-Sokol Slet in the Balkans was organized in
1922 in Ljubljana, two years later it was held in Zagreb with the participation of
practitioners from the south of Serbia. 8

9 Public class, preparation for the slet in Prague, 1938. On the gymnastic bar Blasko
Parunovié, assistant R. Cukalovié.

The strong penetration of sokolism in the Kingdom of Serbia could not stop
even the divisions within the movement that magnetically attracted the youth of
Serbia. Member of the Academy of sciences, later president of the Sokol in
Belgrade, Stevan Todorovi¢ (otherwise a painter), founded in Belgrade 1857 the
,First serbian gymnastics and wrestling society”. The only society of its kind
worked in Serbia until 1865.10

6 MusiocaBsbeBuh, Jlparomup. [lapmusaH. Jleckosan, 1978, ctp. 11.
7Hcro, cTp. 11.

8 hykanoBuh, Cio6ozsaH. CokoJsicko JpywITBo BiacoTunne. BaacomuHauku 36opHukl. BnacoTuHie,
2003, cTp. 65.

9 Jluuna apxua Cino6ogaHa bBykasosuha.

' Munocageuh, Jiparomup. Ilapmusan. Jeckoan, 1978, ctp. 12.
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It was not until the end of 1881 (December 26), that dr Vladan Djordjevic held
an electoral Assembly at the Civic casino where he formed the first Society
(January 3, 1882)11, and at the Assembly on April 7, 1891, the name ,Belgrade
gymnastics society Soko” was established.!? In order to overcome different
interests and to adopt a common policy for the development of sokol ideas, the
Serbian sokol association changes its name to ,,Alliance of sokol societies Dusan
the Mighty”. 13

The formation of sports sokol societies, including in Leskovac, is moving in
many places. At the founding Assembly of the ,,Sokol society of Dusan the Mighty”
in Leskovac, March 22, 1896, the importance of sokolism was spoken by Emilio
Kralovec, who was elected to the Subcommittee of the Radical party in February
1897, which included Radoje Domanovic, then a teacher at the Lower gymnasium
in Leskovac.l* Not coincidentally, the members of the society were high school
students, and the Gymnasium building was the main location for young sokols.15

1934, JleckoBauki cokoaM v nmapky ucnpen Cokonane.

16 1934. Sokols from Leskovac in the park in front of Sokolane.

" Munocassmesuh, Jiparomup. [lapmusan. Jleckosan, 1978, ctp. 15.
"2 Yicro, cTp. 16.
B Hero, cTp. 16.
“¥Ycro, cTp. 12.
15 Hcro, cTp. 17.

' Ucro, cTp. 39.
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On December 1, 1918, Crown Princ Aleksandar Karadjordjevic proclaimed the
Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes at the Krsmanovic house in Belgrade. The
first government of the Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes was formed on
December 20, 1918, and the temporary national Presidency met on March 1, 1919.
The ruler who led Serbia in the three wars, Aleksandar Karadjordjevic, belived a
great deal in the new Kingdom.!” The new ruler favorably viewed and supported
the idea of sokolism and the renewal of the work of numerous societies in Serbia,
including in Leskovac, Nis and Vlasotince.

The Federation of Sokol of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia otherwise carried out its
programs through the sokol parishes. Sokol societies from Leskovac and
Vlasotince belonged to the sokol parish in Nis.!8 Already since 1921, under the
chairmanship of the renowned bookstore Zika Obradovic and the material
assistance of industrialist Milan K. Ilic, engineer Vlada Popovic and the oldest
sokols created the conditions, equipped the Gymnasium of Leskovac for the work
of about 150 members. The briliant results at the slets in Ljubljana, Sarajevo and
Nis spoke of their high value.1®

Sokol society has become the pride and admiration of Leskovac, so it is not
surprising that in 1926, the local authorities granted them land in the heart of the
city for the construction of the Sokolana. It is interesting that in the same year, an
initiative was started in Vlasotince, for the construction of a common sokols
House, Reading room and the Esnaf association.

The following year, and especially in 1928, much was done to close the
financial structure. After the refusal of the Vardarska Banovina, which included
Vlasotince district, to provide financial assistance, money and support came from
the birthplace of Belgrade, from industrialist Vlado Ilic, otherwise born in
Vlasotince. The home was completed and consecrated on October 19, 1929, when
the well-equipped Sokolana began to be used.?? In 1930, Sokolana in Leskovac
was moved a hundred meter closer to the city center, where the National theater
is today.

17 Ucro, cTp. 17.
18 Jleckosauku eaacHuk, 1921, 6p. 18, cTp. 4.
19 Ucro, cTp. 4.

20 "hykasnosuh, Cno6oaaH. CokoJsicko ApywmTBo BiacoTunue. BaacomuHnayku 36opHukl. BiacoTHHLe,
2003, cTp. 66.
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.T[ct:l:mmu - [Tapk ca COKOJICKHM JJOMOM

i

Leskovac-pafk \‘/vit&h a Sokol home

At that location, a new Sokol home was built, in which the society had its own
library, dressing rooms, music flag and more. For the affirmation of sokolism in
Vlasotince, the arrival of the married couple Velasevic in 1922, otherwise
experienced sokols, dr Radul and dr Ana (the first dentist in this part of Serbia), is
of great importance. The work is being modernized, and in addition to the male
generation and children, dr Ana is begining to work with the female population.
By nationality of Czechs, Ana Velasevic introduced changes in rhytmic exercises
and games, which is why she was honored by the Elder of the Moravian sokol
parish in Nis.2!

Slets, actions and manifestations

The participation of members of the Sokol society of Leskovac and Sokol
society of Vlasotince on the slets was noticeable and satisfactory, despite the fact
that most of the costs were borne by the sokols themselves. This was also the case
on 30 June, 1928, at the big slet in Skopje, at which the exercisers from Leskovac
made a very striking impression. Of the many slets that took place across the
country, the following should be noted, Parish slets in Subotica (1935), Nis (1936),
Belgrade (1937), Provincial slet in Skopje (1937), All-Sokol Slets in Sofia (1935
and 1939) and Prague (1938).22 The Sokol parish of Nis organized in Negotin from
May 31, to June 2, 1931, its parish slet.

21 UcTo, cTp. 68.

22 j/leckosayku aaacHuk, 1921, 6p. 18, ctp. 4.
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TIpemmsauxu Teuaj Mopascke cokoscke syne y Humy 1936. ron.
y cpeaunu crapetnna Mopascke xyne, 6pat Panosan J{umutpujesnh
23 The leading course of the Moravian parish in Nis 1936. In the middle of the elders of
Morava parish, brother Radovan Dimitrijevic.

The Sokol society published a call to its members in the local newspaper: ,, The
Sokol parish of Nis is organizing a grand slet in Negotin. Sokol society of Leskovac
is inviting its members who intend to go on this slet, to report it to their brother
Relja Katanic, for registration and notification. The rail benefit is 75 percent”.24
The people of Leskovac celebrated the centenary of the birth of dr Miroslav Tirsh,
the founder of sokolism.

The society’s solemn session, at the Sokol’s house, was attended by more than
150 invitations, which read: 500 sokol societies are preparing to join with the
czehoslovak people in a dignified manner and with the greatest pride, the
centenary of the birth of the great collector and organizer of the national and
slovenian forces, great cleaner of national and slovenian education from the
harmful effects of germanicism, the great prophet of slovenian liberation and
unification.2s

The wife of the industrialist of the goverment of Ilic, Olga Ilic Dundjerski,
accepted the godparents at the Sokol society in Vlasotince and in 1932, donated

23 hykanoBuh, Cio6ogaH. Cokosicko ApyuwTBo BiacoTuHue. Baacomunauku 36opHukl. BrnacoTuHue,
2003, cTp. 75.

24 Jleckogauku enacHuk, 1931, 6p. 20, cTp. 4.

25 MusiocaBsbeBuh, [paromup. llapmu3san. JleckoBay, 1978, ctp. 33.
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the flag and financially assisted the establishment of the Equestrian Section and
the Section of Volleyball of the society. 26

27 Equestrian Section of the Sokol society in Vlasotince

They also provide a donation for departure of the sokols from Vlasotince, Ana
and Radul Velasevic, to the All-Sokol Slets 1932, in Prague. One of the most
beautiful promotions, members of the Equestrian Section had in 1933, at a slet
event organized in Leskovac, when they performed with seven great horses and
seven skKilled riders. 28

In spite of neighborly arguments and open problems, the Sokol parish from Nis
organized on March 27, 1933, 10-day sokol seminar for teachers of Leskovac,
Masurica, Jablanica and Vlasotince district. The lecturers were dr Vladimir Pijade,
dr Jovo Kasikovic, professor-educator Vladica Maglevski, captain first class Dragic
Bogdanovic and Sergej Golvokov, parish forerunner of sokolism.2°

In the Sokol home in Leskovac, in front of the full hall, 7 April 1933,

examinations for village leaders were conducted. In 1935, a parish seminar was
organized in Vlasotince for village leaders. The head of the seminar was educator

% hykanosuh, Cro6ogan. CokoJIcKo ApymTBo Bracotunne. Baacomunauxu 36opHukl. Bmacotunue,
2003, cTp. 72.

Ycro, cTp. 71.
2 Ycro, cTp. 65.

* Hcro, cTp. 65.
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of Society Ferdo Vigel. At that time, new groups were activated in Dadince and
Lipovica, with the existing ones in Svodj, Darkovac and Konopnica.3?

At the beginning of 1935, the Sokol society in Vlasotince received a loan from
the Sokol parish in Nis, in the amount of 7,000 dinars for the purchase of
mattresses and gymnastic equipment.

Which with the gift of the Vlasotincans Society from Belgrade in training
equipment, improves the working conditions and preparation of the members for
participation in the All-Sokol Slets of the Bulgarian , Hero” in Sofia. In addition to
dr Radul Velasevic, the slet also included Djordje Stankovic, Cedomir Stamenkovic
and Bozidar Cvetkovic.3!

During the August 26, 1935, members of the Sokol society of Leskovac
achieved a commendable result. In five days, a group of seven sokols ,flew over”
510 kilometers from Leskovac to Oplenac on bikes. Performing the decision of the
January Assembly, the Sokol society in Leskovac in June 19, 1938, celebrated on
the fortieth anniversary of its founding. One of the best sokol public lessons was
held at the ,,Momcilo” playground in Leskovac, where selected and attractive
rhytmic and symbolic exercises were performed.32 These exercises were
performed by the sokols of Leskovac in Prague at the Tenth Slovene sokol slet,
which took place in the summer of 1938. The couple Radula and Ana Velasevic
and Bozidar Cvetkovic traveled from Vlasotince to Prague.33

Members of the Sokol society of Leskovac participated in several major slets in
the country, and were also guests at the bulgarian ,,Hero” slet in Sofia. With a lagre
number of members, the Leskovcans participated in the Parish slet in Krusevac on
May 28 and 29, 1939. The slet was organized as part of the celebration of the
550th anniversary of the battle of Kosovo. Sokols from Nis and Kragujevac
parishes participated in slet.

On Vidovdan, June 28, 1939, the Sokol society from Leskovac was represented
at the Ljubljana slet. From 8 to 12 July 1939, they were quests of the bulgarian
,Hero” in Sofia. The best exercisers from Vlasotince participated in that slet.3+

Weapons began to rattle in the late 1930s, and thirty more years after the
Great war threatened new, even greater tragedies in the world. The occupation of
Leskovac in April 1941, after 45 years of existence and fruitful work, the Sokol

30 KcTo, cTp.65.

31 "hykanosuh, Cno6oaaH. CokoJicko ApywTBo BiacoTunue. BaacomuHayku 36opHukl. BiacoTHHLe,
2003, cTp. 65.

32 MusnocassbeBuh, [iparomup. [lapmusaH. Jleckosau, 1978, ctp. 47.

33 "hykasnosuh, Cio6oaaH. CokoJicko ApywITBO BiacotuHue. BaacomuHayku 360pHukl. BiacoTHHLe,
2003, cTp. 75.

34 J/leckosauku 2aacHuk, 31.07.1939, 6p. 53, cTp. 53.
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society in Leskovac stopped working.35 Preparations for the planned All-Sokol Slet
in Belgrade, scheduled to take place in 1941, where also interrupted in Vlasotince,
where after the occupation there was a cessation and public work of the Sokol
society in Vlasotince, which did not continue after the end of the war in 1944.36

Interesting facts about sokolism in Leskovac

The first public physical exercise class was held at the ,Kruna” hotel, which
was the site where the , Kostic” hotel was later erected, across from the Leskovac
liberation monument in 1914-1918. It was held December 10, 1896.37 The
spacious hall of the , Kruna” hotel was, according to the sokols survivors, full of
curious onlookers even though tickets for this first appearance by Leskovac
gymnasts were charged. Exit of the exercisers in gymnastics equipment and
performed exercises made an unforgettable impression on the attendees. The
impression was recounted for days the viewers had taken that evening from the
smoky hall ,,Kruna”.38

The First World War left behind large ruins and bloody footprints. The Sokol
society of Leskovac was also devastated and dead. In this war, the yong sokols of
Leskovac could not work to spread the sokol idea. All gymnastic equipment
available to the Society, as well as exercise equipment, disappeared. When the war
ended, as if from ashes, the idea of rebuilding society began to emerge. The youth

35 MusiocaBsbeBuh, [lparomup. llapmu3san. JleckoBay, 1978, ctp. 47.

36 RykasnoBuh, Cio6ozaH. Cokosicko ApymTBo BiacotuHue. Baacomunauku 36opHukl. BnacoTuHue,
2003, 75.

Interesting facts:

The term ,slet” was chosen as it ment the grouping of birds in flight in czech and other slovenian
languages, which had a perferct sympolic meaning for the Sokols. The slet was a type of political
ceremony, located in the open air of the stadium - ,landing”, with a large number of participants
(NMyTHuk, Bragana b. Apxumekmypa cokosckux domosa y Kpamesunu Cpba, Xpeama u Caosenaya u
KpamesuHu Jyzocaasuju. 2014. JlokTopcka aucepTanuja. YHuBepsuteT y Beorpaay, ®unosodcku
dakynrer).

Interesting facts:

The first sokol homes were built during the second half of the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries, but most of them were erected during the interwar period. In the Kingdom of SCS, later
Yugoslavia, about 270 sokol homes were built, some of which are among the top achievements of
Yugoslav architecture. The first buildings of the sokol societies were erected in the spirit of
academicism and eclecticism, so that the architects during the third decade slowly turned to the
variants of national style, which remained until the beginning of the Second World War (IlyTauxk,
Bnagana B. Apxumekmypa cokosckux domosa y Kpamesunu Cp6a, Xpeama u CaogeHaya u Kpassesunu
Jyeocaasuju. 2014. JlokTopcka fucepranyja. YHUBep3uTeT y beorpany, ®unosodcku paxynrer).

37 3Be3maH CaBuh. Cokoscmeo u Mopascka xcyna Huw (1920-1941). 2011. YuuBepsuTeT y Humy,
dakysaTeT copTa 1 U3NYKOT BacNUTama, cTp. 113.

38 Ucro, cTp. 161.
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began to revive the Society.3? At that restoration in 1920, Milutin Tasic, Petar
Mitic, Gavra Petkovic, Branko Tasic, Ljuba Zivkovic, Aleksandar Tasic, Vlada
Miletic and others worked actively.

Society then practiced in the gymnasium in the backyard of Realka. For the
first four years of Realka’s existence, the number of her students, who were
members of the Sokol society, ranged betweeen 116 and 181.40 In addition, the
Sokol society of Leskovac received in September 1922, as an instructor, principal,
teacher of gymnastics F. Nejedlija. In those years, the students of the Leskovac
Realka, especially those from the lower classes, belonged massively to the Sokol
society.4!

The first public exercises were held on June 28, 1922 (on Vidovdan), in the St.
Elias park, when the sokols completed the entire program of the celebration. The
first public class was held in the same park on July 12, 1922, on Petrovdan.
Representatives of Moravian parish with Jasa Nenadovic at the head and brigade
commander Momcilovic attended the public class, military music and one troop of
soldier and sokols.#2 In the fall of that year, they also received a Czech gymnastics
teacher. It was gymnastics teacher Frantiseh Nejedli.

On October 8, 1922, the society hosted an academic evening with sokols
exercise. At the public sokol performances held in the period 1922-1928, the
audience was delighted with the gymnastics exercises on the devices, especially
on the gymnastic bar, by two excellent gymnasts: Gorce Krazic-sales assistant and
Adam llic- printing worker, as well as group exercises of sokol young-students and
male pyramid groups.*3

Interesting facts about sokolism in Vlasotince

When it was founded, this society was called ,Dusan the Mighty” and later
changed its name to ,,Soko”. The founders of this society are considered to be the
teacher from Vlasotince Petar Miljkovic-Pastrkulja, and law student Aleksandar
Crnilovic.** At the end of World War |, first as president and than as head of this
society, was Uros Crnilovic. During this period, the society gained full momentum
with its activities, which is why many consider it the founder of the society.

¥ Wcro, cTp. 161.
40 Hcro, cTp. 161.
“'Ycro, cTp. 161.
“2 HUcro, cTp. 161.
“ Ycro, cTp. 162.

* 3pesgan Cauh. Cokoscmeo u Mopascka xcyna Huw (1920-1941). 2011. Yuusepsuter y Humy,
dakysnTeT ciopTa U GU3UYKOr BaCUTamwa, CTp. 124.
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Among the founders, the following are mentioned: Gligorije Seizovic, Uros Janic,
Radomir Djukalovic, Petar Celic, Dusan Stojanovic and Stevan Djikic-Dzudzic.*>

Therefore, the first Sokol society in Vlasotince was founded back in 1909. It
worked successfully until the end of World War II. He was considered unnatural
by the communist regime, banned from work and confiscated by the magnificent
Sokol home. The idea to reactivate the work and renew the Sokol society in
Vlasotince, was realised by professor of physical culture Sasa Djikic.*6

Enthusiasm passed into the first half of the XX century, so it was at the
initiative of Aleksandar P. Crnilovic, who studied in Belgrade, as well as his
younger brother Uros and teacher Lazar Miljkovic, founded in 1909, by the
,Gymnastic and patriotic Soko society”.4”

In early 1911, the society accepted the rules of the Union of sokol societies
»,Dusan the Mighty”, founded in 1910, by the merger of the gymnastic societies
»Soko” and ,,Dusan the Mighty” (All-Slavic Sokolism, 1930) and changed its name
to the Sokol society ,,Dusan the Mighty-Vlasotince”.#8 All members were trained
except the instructor, who closely followed the practitioners, corrected perceived
errors in individuals, and very often practiced with members who were lagging
behind in training. In addition to the exercise equipment, extraordinary attention
is paid to simple exercises and exercises on floor. 4°

Sokol society in Vlasotince, true to tradition, renews its work within the newly
formed Moravian sokol parish in Nis, under the new name, the ,,Sokol society of
Vlasotince”. Laza Cirkovic was elected head of the society, for mayor Uros
Crnilovic, and for secretary Uros Janic.50

Ninety years of the Sokol society in Vlasotince

On Sunday, October 21, 2001, at Holy Trinity temple, was held the Founding
Assembly of the Serbian Sokol society ,,St. Great Martyr Serbian Prince Lazar”.
With this act, the sacred tradition of Serbian sokolism in Vlasotince continued,
started eight centuries ago.5! After the liturgy of St. John Chryostom, the deputy
head of the All-Serbian Sokol, prof. dr Petar Pavlovic, in the presence of prof. dr
Nenad Zivanovic, head of the Serbian sokol society ,,St. Despot Stefan Lazarevic” in

* Hcro, cTp. 124.
* HUcro, cTp. 125.
“Hcro, cTp. 125.
“ Hero, ctp. 125.
* HUcro, cTp.126.
% Hcro, cTp. 167.
3! Baacuma, aucm onwmune Baacomunye. 2001, 6p. 103-104 (169-170), cTp. 12.
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Nis, named Sasa Djikic, a professor of physical culture, as the head of the
Vlasotincan sokols.52

(yIcpegunu) upu oceeheivy Jacuiase

53 Sanctification of the flag and society icons, donated by Mr. Bozidar Vucic, the godfather of
this society. With the priest of Vlasotincans church are (left): Sasa Djikic, Nenad Zivanovic
and Petar Pavlovic. The author of the photo is Petar Pesic.

The assembly was held in the presence of former sokols and descendants of
the founder of Sokol society in Vlasotince from 1911, Sreten Djekic, Dragoljub
Susulic, Dusan Crnilovic. Slobodan Djukalovic, local government officials and
others, appointed the seniority of the Society: elected deputy officers are Nikola
Adamovic, a student of theology, Dejan Djikic as a student of design, Milovanka
Pesic, professor of literature and Biljana Dragojlovic, teacher.5* For the secretary
of the Society, was elected Marinko Djordjevic, an informatics engineer, for the
treasurer Irena Cirkovic, economy student and for the priest, the archpriest Zoran
Stojanovic.55

2 Ucro, cTp. 13.
** Baacuma, aucm onwmune Baacomunye. 2001, 6p. 103-104 (169-170), cTp. 13.
* Ucro, cTp. 12.

% Ucro, ctp. 13.
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»We, serbian patriots in Vlasotince, we are descendants of the Nemanjic
imperial lineage, which God privileged, but our knightly ancestors obliged us to
adore the life of our people, multiply, and advance our people in every respect.
Purpose and content of the activities of the Serbian Sokol society ,Prince Lazar”
are: restoration and nurturing of serbian culture and tradition, physical and moral
construction serbian youth and enhancing the quality of her life in every way”, he
said, among other things, in the welcoming word, the elder of Vlasotincan sokols
Sasa Djikic.>¢

O SR AN IR cwiigauulicagauimulcokoinll B
57 The Founding Assembly of Vlasotincans, present and former sokols. From left: Petar

Pavlovic, Sasa Djikic, Sreten Djekic, Dragoljub Susulic, Dusan Crnilovic, Slobodan Djukalovic
and Dragan Vidosavljevic. The author of the photo is Petar Pesic.

According to the Statute of the All-Serb Sokol adopted 1994, this organization
is a social, non-partisan, patriotic and knightly organization, which deals with the
physical, cultural and moral education of serbian youth, and a historical and legal
follower Serbian Sokol, the Yugoslav Sokol of the Kingdom of Yugoslavia and
Serbian Sokol restored in the former of Bosnia and Herzegovina. 58

* Kcro, cTp. 13.
57 Baacuma, aucm onwmune Baacomunye. 2001, 6p. 103-104 (169-170), cTp. 12.
*HUcro, cTp. 13.
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,After degades of trying to stifle every trace and every thought of one fine and
conciliar knightly organization, Serbian Sokol, here is our new Serbian Sokol with
us. To the joy of those who trusted in God, because they knew that-He is always
close, and that man is far away, we rebuild and restore this organization amoung
us in Vlasotince. I hope for the benefit of us all and the benefit of the serbian
people in general”, he said, among other things, Nenad Zivanovic, president of the
Serbian sokol society in Nis, St. Despot Lazarevic.>?
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COKOJICTBO Y JIECKOBLY X BJIACOTHUHLY

CAXKETAK

CoxkoJicku MOKpeT je HacTao y Ilpary 16. ¢ebpyapa 1862. roauHe, y OKBUPY
Tafallbe Xa630yplike MoHapxuje, kao BH/J, 6yhemwa yellke HallMOHaA/HE CBECTH
KpO3 CIOpPTCKe aKTUBHOCTHU. WUjejHH TBopal oBor KoHIenTa 6uo je Mupocias
Tupi, a 3ajeiHO ca UM cy ocHMBauu OpraHu3saluje 3a TeJiecHO Bexbame ,Coko”
ounu Junapux Gurnep u Emanyen ToHep. Cpricko COKOJICTBO pasBHjasio ce HEIITO
KacHHUje, Ha BUIIIe CTPaHa, peMa NpUaMKaMa U OKOJIHOCTUMA Y KOjHMa je o/iBHjame
6uso aApyrauvje y ciao6oaHoj KHexeBunu, norom y KpameBuHu Cpbuju, a
Jpyrauvje Ha mOpocTopuMa rfe cy xuBead Cp6u mnoj AycTpo-Yrapckom
MoHapxujoM. CokoJicTBO je Ha jyry Cp6uje HacTajso U3 FMMHACTHKe, Koja je Gua
OKOCHMIIA pajia Kako [MMHacTHUYKOT, Tako KacHuje 1 CokoJickor ApyuTaa. [locebaH
NOJCTPEK OMacoBJ/bely uJaHCTBa Ha jyry Cp6uje ngao je Ypow, cun [Ipoke
LpuunoBuh, BracoTuH4yaHUH Ha cTyAujama y Beorpagy, koju je 1911. roguHe ca
cokoJiiiMa U3 beorpasa yyectBoBao Ha /IpyroM cCBeCOKOJICKOM cC/leTy y 3arpe6y, a
jour Bule yyeitheM Ha CBecokosickoM ciety y [Ipary 1912. roguHe, Kazia je 0CBOjUO
Melaby Y CKOKY yAab. llub oBOr HCTpakuBamwa je 6MO CasHAaTHM M HU3HETHU
HCTOPHjCKe YHIbeHUIlE O HACTAHKY COKOJICTBA Ha jyry Cp6uje, moce6Ho y JlecKoBLy
u BnacotuHny.

KsbyuHe peumn: coxosicTBo, Mupocaas Tupiu, Kpa/beBuHa JyrociaBuje, TesieCHO
Bexkbatbe, CioBenHy, JleckoBaly, BiacoTuniie.

COKOJIM3M B JIECKOBALE U BIJACOTHHIE

AHHOTALUA

JBmxenue "Cokon" Bo3HUKJIO B Ilpare 16 deBpansa 1862 rogma, npu
['abcOyprckod MoHapxuM, Kak ¢opma npobyxxJeHHs YelllCKOro HallMOHAJIbHOTO
CaMOCO3HaHUSA  NOCPeACTBOM  OpraHMU3allUM  CHOPTUBHBIX  MepONpHUSATHH.
Co3paTesieM 3TOU KoHUenuuu 6611 M. Tupii. MupocaaB Tupiy, pxungpux @uHrep
1 OMaHy3Jib ToHep cTalyd OCHOBaTesIMU opraHusanuu ydyeHuit "Coko". Cep6eckuit
CoKO/IM3M pa3BUBAJICs IMO3XKe, U ero pasBUTHe 3aBHUCENO OT OOGCTOATENBLCTB, B
KOTOpBIX CUTyalus Oblla MHOM B CBOGOJHOM KHsKecTBe, 3aTeM B KoposieBcTBe
Cep6uHM U B Tex 06J1aCTAX, e XKUIU cepObl NpU ABCTpo-BeHrepckoit MoHapxuu. Ha
tore Cep6un CoKOJIM3M BO3HHUK M3 THUMHACTUKM, KOTOpas Oblia "K/JIH4YeBOU
TOYKOH" Kak 'MMHACTHKH, TaK M o6iiectBa Cokosia. OCOOBIH UMIYJIbC MacCOBOMY
yneHcTBY B lOxHoU Cep6uu mnpupan Ypouw, ceiH [lpoku KpnHuioBuua wu3
BnacotuHIe, koTopsiil B 1911 roay yyacTBoBas BMecTe € 6erpaJiCKUMU COKOJIaMHU
B 0611[eKOMaHZHOM 3a4eTe B 3arpebe, 1 fjaxke 6oJiblle — B 06IIeKOMaHHOM 3a4yeTe
B [lpare B 1912 rogy, korja 3aBoeBal MeJiajib B COPEBHOBAHHUAX MO NPbLKKAM B
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JunHYy. llesib TaHHOTO MCC/IeIOBAaHUS — BBIICHUTD M MPEIOCTAaBUTb UCTOPUYECKHE
¢daxkTel 0 CokosnnaMe Ha 1ore Cepbun, ocob6eHHO B JleckoBartie u BiacoTuHiie.

Kiarouesble ciioBa: CokosnusM, Mupocaas Tup, KoposiescTBo 0rociasus,
¢dusudeckue ynpaxkHeHus, Jleckosar, BiracotuHue.
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