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SUMMARY

As one of the pioneers of a scientifically based research of the history of Serbian
Sokolism in Herzegovina, Professor Petar D. Pavlovic with his work in this area
made a significant contribution to the history of Sokol movement and physical
culture in this territory, but also in the territory of former Kingdom of SCS, Kingdom
of Yugoslavia, United States of America (USA) and the whole of Bosnia and
Herzegovina. Through his research he laid the foundation for current and future
researchers in this field. Not only engaged in the field of History of Physical Culture,
and because of the abundance of published scientific papers and other publications
also in the field of Theory of Physical Culture, at the center of the authors’ analysis in
this paper are some of the first written publications of Full Professor Petar D.
Pavlovic in the field of History of Physical Culture that have guided his scientific path
in the following years, but also some publications which in recent studies have
confirmed and expanded his pioneering steps in the study of history of Serbian
Sokolism in Herzegovina, but also in other mentioned areas. In this paper, using the
methods of Theoretical analysis and Content analysis, the authors present to
readers some of, buy their opinion, most significant publications of Ph.D. Petar D.
Pavlovic regarding the mentioned field.

Key words: Herzegovina, Sokol movement, Serbian Sokolism, physical culture,
Pavlovic

Corresponding author
Kristina M. Pantelic Babic
kri.pan@hotmail.com

| 105



Physical education and sport through the centuries www.fiep-serbia.net
2020, 7(1), 105-123
ISSN 2466-5118

INTRODUCTION

The Sokol movement originated in the territory of today’s Czech Republic,
more precisely in Prague, when in 1862 Miroslav Tyrs formed the Gymnastic
Society of Prague. The idea of the Sokol Movement, as a national exercise
movement that was a characteristic representative of ethnocentrism, was to fight
for liberation from Germanization and to strengthen the national consciousness of
the Czech people. To achieve this, Sokol movement was not only focused on
physical strengthening of its members, but also on spiritual strengthening and
rising of the national consciousness of Czechs. This was primarily a movement
with a national character, and as such, it quickly spread to all areas where Slavic
people lived, so it is no coincidence that it reached the territories of Herzegovina
as well.

The first initiative to establish such a society in Herzegovina emerged in the
late 19t century in Foca, but the former Austro-Hungarian authorities did not
allow the establishment of the society with national denomination, so the first
Serbian Sokol Society in that time was actually established in Sremski Karlovci in
1904, and in Herzegovina some few years later. However, the creators and
founders of the society in Foca did not give up their ideas, so in various ways and
through other associations they tried to realize their original idea, the idea of
Sokol movement. What is important and in specific kind of way a topic of interest
in this paper as well, is that despite the unfavorable conditions at the very
beginning, the Serbian Sokolism began to flourish, develop and expand to all areas
where Serbs lived. In addition, in one period of its development, it was the most
numerous organization in the territory of Herzegovina, the Kingdom of SCS and
later the Kingdom of Yugoslavia. The Sokol movement in the mentioned area
existed until the beginning of World War I, and it was restored in the Republic of
Srpska only in the early 1990s, but unfortunately not to this extent.

The Sokol idea of all Slavic nations was inspired, it might be said, by the idea of
pan-Hellenism, because it aspired to create an all-Slavic movement, which,
although created in the time of ethnocentrically oriented movements of physical
culture, was in some way the precursor of the theoanthropocentric approach to
human being and physical and spiritual exercise, which seems to be an urgent
need of the 21st century as well.

In his broad field of interest, probably for the stated reasons, most of his
scientific work Petar D. Pavlovic devoted precisely to the Serbian Sokol
movement, which is the main subject of the authors of this paper. However, in
addition to scientifically based work, Professor Pavlovic indeed lived a Sokol way.
This way of life was best exemplified by the words of one of the most significant
Sokol personalities in Herzegovina, Cedomir Milic, often quoted by the professor,
who described Sokols in the following way:
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“To be Sokol means to feel the sun light, which does not know
anything else but to shine bright. To be Sokol does not mean
to reason much in an official Sokol hour, but always and
continually live the Sokol way, and in every place by word and
deed preach the Sokol wisdom of life. Always and everywhere
be a Sokol and a human. In a company, on the streets, in home,
in joy and sorrow, always spread the Sokol idea, and with
your deeds confirm the truth.”?

METHOD, SUBJECT AND GOAL

The authors used the method of theoretical analysis and content analysis. The
subject of this paper is the Serbian Sokol movement in selected works of
University professor Petar D. Pavlovic, with the aim of analyzing and presenting to
readers some of his most significant editions in relation to the mentioned area.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Short biography of Petar D. Pavlovi¢

Petar Pavlovic was born from father Danilo and mother Vukosava (maiden
Drakul) on July 12, 1951 in the village of Mazoce, Foca municipality. He finished
elementary and high school in Foca, and then in 1969 he enrolled at the Faculty of
Physical Education in Belgrade, which he completed in 1973. In September 1973,
he got a job as a professor of physical education at a Foca Gymnasium. He enrolled
in postgraduate studies at the Faculty of Physical Culture in Belgrade in 1977 and
received his magisterial degree in 1980, when he received the academic title of
Magister of Science in Physical Culture. He applied for his doctoral dissertation at
the Faculty of Physical Culture in Novi Sad and successfully defended it in 1990
and obtained a Ph.D. in Physical Culture.

He participated in the renewal of the Faculty of Physical Culture (University of
Serbian Sarajevo, Republic of Srpska) where he worked from 1995 to 2002; in the
establishment of the Department of Physical Culture at the Faculty of Philosophy
in Niksic (University of Montenegro), where he taught classes in the History and
Theory of Physical Culture, from its founding in 1999 to 2005; in the founding of
the Faculty of Physical Education and Sports (University of Banja Luka) where he

1 Cited in: Kristina M. Pantelic Babic and Petar D. Pavlovic, “Sokol ideology of Cedo Milic”, Physical
education and sport through the centuries, 1 - 1 (2014): 121 - 122.
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worked from Faculty’s inception until his retirement. Petar D. Pavlovic passed
away on October 28, 2019 in Banja Luka.

In his 46 years long work time, Petar D. Pavlovic worked as a professor of
physical education and since 1995 as a University Professor in subjects History
and Theory of Physical Culture. During his work at the University he published
over 90 scientific, professional and other papers, mostly in the field of Theory and
History of Physical Culture, of which: 36 in scientific and professional journals, 35
in proceedings of scientific and international scientific conferences and 24 in
other publications of national and of international importance.?2 He’s been a
reviewer in several scientific books, participated in over 35 scientific and
international scientific conferences and has been a member of several
organizations including the Balkan Association for the History of Physical Education
and Sports (BAHPES), the International Organization of Physical Education (FIEP)
and the Knight Organization “Serbian Sokol”.

Figure 1: Professor Pavlovi¢ with his colleagues, historians and theoreticians of
physical culture, in Novi Sad in 2012 on a meeting with Dean of Faculty of Sports
and Physical Education

(From left to right, all PhD: Violeta Siljak, Sladjana Mijatovi¢, Petar D. Pavlovi¢,
Dejan Madi¢ (Dean), Nenad Zivanovié and Zoran Milogevi¢).3

2 University of Banja Luka Electronic Archives, https://zaposleni.unibl.org/sciPregledSviRezultati.do

3 Photo from authors’ personal archive.
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In his works he dedicated the most of his attention to the Sokol movement in
Herzegovina, but he also wrote about significant personalities for the
development of sports and overall physical culture in the Kingdom of SCS and
Kingdom of Yugoslavia. Working at the Serbian Dictionary of Foreign Words in
Physical Culture?, he made a great contribution to the preservation of the Serbian
language in our profession and science.

In the focus of interest of the authors of this paper are some of the first written
publications of Ph.D. Petar D. Pavlovic, that guided his scientific path in the years
to come, but also works from his broad oeuvre, which in recent research have
confirmed and expanded his pioneering steps in the study of Serbian Sokolism,
and therefore represent unique works of this type. The authors will present
following publications: Physical Culture of the Serbian People in Bosnia and
Herzegovina until 1918 (1998), Serbian Soko (1999), Sokol poems (2015) and
Beginnings of Serbian Sokolism in America (2017).

Serbian Sokol Movement

Although not only engaged in the field of History of Physical Culture, and
because of the abundance of published scientific papers and other works in the
field of History, but also Theory of Physical Culture, at the center of the authors’
analysis in this paper were found some of the first written publications of full
professor Petar D. Pavlovic in the field of History of Physical Culture that have
guided his scientific path in the years to come, but also some publications which in
recent studies have confirmed and expanded his pioneering steps in the study of
the history of Serbian Sokolism in the territory of Herzegovina, but also in other
areas where Serbian Sokolism expanded and developed. Particularly interesting is
the collection of Sokol poetry released in 2017, which will also be discussed in the
following text.

Already in his first published book Physical Culture of the Serbian People in
Bosnia and Herzegovina until 1918 (1998), a significant part was devoted to
gymnastic, sokolism and brotherhood societies, but also to significant
personalities for the development of physical culture, most of whom were
prominent Serbian sokols. After the introductory part, which outlines the
geographical and political definition of the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina,
the development of the physical culture of the people in Bosnia and Herzegovina
is presented from the period of the primordial human community until 1918, with
special reference to the teaching of physical education (gymnastics) in elementary
and secondary schools in Bosnia and Herzegovina during the Turkish and later
Austro-Hungarian occupation.

4 Three volumes of dictionaries have been published so far: A-B, V-G and D-D.
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The book also discusses the establishment of the first international societies,
the first Serbian physical exercise society and gymnastic societies. After the work
on the emergence and development of sokolism, brotherhoods, the emergence of
sports and the establishment of the first sports clubs, Pavlovic concludes his first
edition with part dedicated to notable individuals for the development of physical
culture of the Serbian people in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Speaking about Vaso
Pelagic as the founder of the Theological Seminary in Banja Luka in 1866, in which
gymnastics was compulsory and not only that, but one of the most important
subjects that students had to attend, he concluded: “Unquestionable and great is
Pelagic's credit for the beginning of development of physical culture with Serbian
people in BiH, and it can be said that he laid the foundation for the further,
successful, development of physical education of the young generation of Serbs.” 5
Why Pavlovic paid special attention, among other things, to Vaso Pelagic, who was
primarily an Orthodox priest, not a gymnastics teacher or Serbian soko, can be
seen from a part in which he talks about Pelagic's conception of physical exercise,
in which he says: “As a crown of Pelagic's thoughts regarding the importance of
physical exercise for the human body can be taken his sentence, still relevant
today ‘Don't ever forget that our children's happiness depends on their physical
exercise’.” ® The way Pelagic perceived the relationship between science and
physical exercise Pavlovic presented in paper Vaso Pelagic, the first theorist of
physical culture in Bosnia and Herzegovina: “He equated his love for science with
his love for gymnastics, as confirmed by his words: ‘As much as you, my brothers,
care for science, with same passion you should care for gymnastic exercise as well,
because there is no use of science within poor and sick body’.” 7 In this way Petar
D. Pavlovic presented Vaso Pelagic from another point of view, thus confirming his
importance in the field of physical culture as well.

Presenting the information on life and work of Dimitrije Mateji¢, one of the
favorite gymnastics teachers of that period, he recorded an important part of the
development of physical culture in Sarajevo and its surrounding. In the section
dedicated to this significant personality, Pavlovic presents important data related
to Matejic's life and work, amongst:

“In addition to his work in schools, Matejic worked
tirelessly to establish Serbian sokol and gymnastic societies,

5 [lerap /I. llaBnoBuh, Pusnuka KyaTypa cprckor Hapoaa y bocuu u Xeprerosunu fo 1918. rogune
[Physical culture of Serbian people in Bosnia and Herzegovina until 1918], ®axynrer ¢usnuke
KyJType YHUBep3uTeTa y Cpnckom CapajeBy, Cpricko CapajeBo, 1998, p. 193.

6 Ibid, p. 194.

7 Petar D. Pavlovié, Nenad Zivanovi¢ & Kristina Panteli¢ Babi¢: Vaso Pelagic, the first theoretician of
physical culture in Bosnia and Herzegovina, Proceedings, Anthropological aspects of sports, physical

education and recreation, Faculty of physical education and sport, Banja Luka, 2013, doi:
10.5550/SP.4.2012.07, p. 67.
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and for the rest of his life he worked in them, passing his great
knowledge and experience in the field of physical culture to
young generations. He was one of the main initiators and
founders of the Serbian Gymnastics Society "DuSan Silni" in
Sarajevo in 1906, and was his first teacher (chief, leader). At
his initiative, in 1907, gymnastics was introduced into the
fourth grade of the Serbian Primary School in Sarajevo.” 8

In addition to Vaso Pelagic and Dimitrije Matejic, Petar D. Pavlovic in this
section pays also considerable attention to lawyer Vojislav Besarevic, Ph.D., who
in addition to his sokol work, was a prominent political and public figure in the
time he lived and worked. According to Pavlovic, Besarovic was one of the most
prominent Sokol workers before the start of the WW I and between the two wars
and the first Senior of the Serbian Sokol Parish of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Besides
Besarovié, inevitable is the name of Stevan Zakula, who during his life was: “... a
great propagator of the Sokol idea, the initiator and founder of many Serbian
gymnastic and sokol societies, and until his death he worked tirelessly and with

great zeal and enthusiasm in Serbian and after World War I in Yugoslav Sokolism.”
9

With this structure and systematic knowledge of the problem defined in the
very title of this book, Petar Pavlovic announces the presence of a serious and
very systematic historian of physical culture, who will in his future research and
editions confirm and deepen the quality of his work, but also scientifically
investigate and remove from oblivion one important and insufficiently explored
area of human zeal. 10

The following calendar year, the same author continues the path of exploring
Serbian Sokolism by publishing his next edition, Serbian Soko (1999), a
monograph dedicated to the Serbian sokol movement, in which the author writes,
among other things, about the rules of the Serbian Sokol organization, the
founding of the first Serbian Sokol Society in Sremski Karlovci, the Sokol
Movement in Bosnia and Herzegovina from its earliest beginnings to 1918 and the
restoration of the Serbian Sokol in that area from 1991 to 1999. Very interesting is
the information presented by the author in the section St. Sava and St. Lazars’
orientation of the Serbian Sokols, in which he discusses the idea for the name of the

8 [lerap /I. [laBnoBuh, Pusuuka KyaTypa cprnckor Hapoaa y bocuu u Xepuerosunu o 1918. rogune
[Physical culture of Serbian people in Bosnia and Herzegovina until 1918], ®akynteT ¢usnuke
KyaType YHuBep3uTeTa y CprickoM CapajeBy, Cpricko CapajeBo, 1998, p. 199.

9 Ibid, p. 204.

10 See more: [letap /[. [lTaBnoBuh, ®usnuka KyTYypa cpruckor Hapoga y bocuu u Xepuerosrunu o 1918.
roauHe [Physical culture of Serbian people in Bosnia and Herzegovina until 1918], ®akysateT ¢pusnuke
KyaType YHuBep3uTeTa y CprickoMm CapajeBy, Cpricko CapajeBo, 1998.
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Tyrs Sokol system, created in the territory of the Czech Republic in 1862.
Regarding this Pavlovic says:

“Professor Emanuel Toner, reading Serbian epic poems in
which the word ‘hawk - soko’ signified all that was heroic,
free-spirited, just and noble, came up with the idea of giving
this Society the name ‘Sokol’. And two years later, in 1864, at
his suggestion, this company was named ‘Sokol’.” 11

In the same publication author writes about dr Laza Popovic as the father or
founder of the Serbian Sokol in Sremski Karlovci. Although there were earlier
initiatives to establish a Serbian Sokol Society in Bosnia and Herzegovina, during
that period Serbian sokolism was not accepted by the Austro-Hungarian
authorities at that time, so the establishment of the Serbian Sokol in Sremski
Karlovci was very important for the further development of this movement for
physical and spiritual strengthening of people. In the part where he discusses in
more detail the founding of this Society, after all the hardships and difficulties that
occurred in the Serbian Sokols after the assassination of Franz Ferdinand on
Vidovdan in 1914, Pavlovic concludes that in his ten years of existence “Serbian
Soko” from Sremski Karlovci contributed to the complete achievement of Serbian
sokols idea:

“Work mentally and physically; force yourself to physical
effort to humble, sober and moral life. To practice together,
and with mutual effort approach your neighbor as a man to a
man, without intake and vanity. By working silently and
according to a single commandment, listen without a word;
beat your anger, lust and laziness. Become sociable, active,
open and courageous; to love people and hate selfishness and
lies.” 12

Furthermore, he discusses the first attempts to establish a Serbian Sokol in
Bosnia and Herzegovina, in which he presents Risto Jeremic, a student of
medicine, as the initiator and actuator of that idea emerged in Foca in 1893. But
the first official document regarding these activities dates from 1984. In the
following text, based on available sources, Pavlovic concludes:

“Analyzing the petition and the Rules, it can be concluded
that the official initiatives for the founding of the Society were

11 Merap A. MaBnoBuh, Cpncku Coko [Serbian Soko] Butewmka opranusanuja Cprncku Coko, Cprcko
CapajeBo, 1999, p. 21.

12 Cited in: Iletap /. [laBnoBuh, Cpncku Coko [Serbian Soko] Butelika opranusanuja Cprncku Coko,
Cpncko CapajeBo, 1999, pp. 58 - 59.
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started in 1894 and the unofficial on summer of 1893, by
Risto Jeremic, a student of medicine (studied in Graz, Austria),
when he was in Foca, at the time of his school break. He
probably drafted the Society’s rules according to the similar
societies abroad with which he was acquainted, although his
name does not appear in the petition signatories.” 13

In addition to the provided and analyzed information, the edition Serbian Soko
also contains the names of Serbian sokol members arrested and sentenced after
the assassination of Austro-Hungarian crown prince, as well as the available
names of those who were persecuted and interned by the Austro-Hungarian
authorities. Also, the author has collected and published available names of
Serbian sokols participants of the Balkan wars and WWI. In addition, the
publication contains many authentic photographs of Serbian sokols and sokol
activities. In the second part, Petar Pavlovic deals with the reconstruction of the
Serbian Sokol in the Republic of Srpska from 1991 to 1995 and from 1995 to
1999, 14

This edition of Petar D. Pavlovic presents a unique monograph of this type,
which is at the same time its greatest importance and contribution to the study of
the history of Serbian Sokolism and, consequently, of physical culture in Bosnia
and Herzegovina and Republic of Srpska.

This kind of approach to research confirmed the previously mentioned work
and the systematic methodological work of Professor Pavlovic in the field of the
history of Serbian Sokolism and by that the history of physical culture as well.

In addition to the publications already mentioned, the bibliography of Petar D.
Pavlovic contains a number of scientific papers dedicated to this topic, including:
First Serbian Gymnastics Society in Sarajevo (1996), First Serbian Gymnastic
Associations in Bosnia and Herzegovina during the Austro-Hungarian governance
(1997), Establishment and work of the first physical education organization in
Bosnia and Herzegovina during the Austro-Hungarian governance (1997), Physical
education in Serbian and Public schools in Bosnia and Herzegovina until 1918
(1998), Appearance of sport with Serb people in BIH until 1918 (2000), Soko in
Herzegovina until 1918 (2004), The Beginnings of Serbian Sokolism in BIH (2006),
Contribution of dr Vojislav Besarovic to development of sports in Bosnia and
Herzegovina (2007), Sports in Herzegovina during the Austro-Hungarian
occupation (2012), Sports life in Herzegovina from 1918 to 1941 (2013),

13 Tlerap [. MaBnoBuh, Cpncku Coko [Serbian Soko] Butewka opranusanuja Cprncku Coko, Cprcko
CapajeBo, 1999, p. 61.

14 See more in: Iletap /I. [TaBnoBuh, Cpncku Coko [Serbian Soko] BuTenika opranusanuja Cprcku Coko,
Cpncko Capajeo, 1999.
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Establishment and work of the Mostar Sokol Parish (2013), “Serbian Soko” and the
Sarajevo Assassination (2013), Herzegovina Sokols in the World War 1 (2014),
Herzegovina rebels and sports (2016), etc.

After a considerable number of published scientific papers, Pavlovic turned his
attention to recording and preserving another important segment of the history of
Serbian Sokolism - gathering and publishing a collection of sokol poetry named
Sokol poems, which after many years of preparation, as a unique publication of its
kind, became available to readers in 2015. Together with co-author Kristina M.
Pantelic Babic, Petar D. Pavlovic in this unique collection, gathered, edited and
published 172 sokol poems, and in that way permanently recorded and took from
oblivion this important part of Sokol philosophy and history. Among these poems
are some by the famous poet Aleksa Santic, a member of the Serbian Sokol Society
in Mostar. One of them is a poem dedicated to Serbian Soko Danilo Ilic and his
comrades, who were hanged after the assassination of Austro-Hungarian Crown
Prince Franz Ferdinand.

TO DANILO ILIC AND HIS FRIENDS
Grey Sokols! You were the storms
Bringing the news of sunny days,
Where once we’ll listen the nightingales

From proud flower of motherland branches.

From your heights landed white
Angels, to announce with trumpets:
Bright weeks and blue horizons

And gather all people in brotherhood temple.

From your hearts - living volcanoes,
Erupted fires beautiful and great,

Like early dawn from peak of grey highland.

And every heart was filled with warmth,
And in dungeons blind and cold

Settled down a song of Spasovdan?s bells.

15 Literal translation of word Spasovdan is Day of salvation.
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Aleksa Santic1é
s.s.S. Mostar
Sarajevo, State Hospital, March 8t 1921

The importance of this unique collection has been best recognized by
reviewers, who wrote, among other things, about the Sokol efforts to cope with
the temptations before them, saying that:

“This beautiful book, which sums up the wonderful poems
of Sokols and about the Sokols, bears witness to such an
endeavor. It testifies about their strong faith, great hope,
sincere love for their nation. It is a witness of their belief and
need to turn away from the archetype of the western man, to
whom money is a value that makes everything and everyone
worth of sacrifice.” 17

In addition to the words of Nenad Zivanovic, in text “The Sokol Wing”
regarding sokolism and sokol poems, Ratko Markovic Ridjanin said that they are:

«

an expression of love. Expression of freedom.
Expression of joy. Twinning and winging in the joy of being, as
well as complicit with the weak. Sokol is more than a symbol.
The Sokols are with their being ready for sacrifice, ready for
self-overload, for chivalry, for persistent work. The moral
strength of sokolism is in understanding of freedom for all the
people of the world. Sokolism is an expression of struggle,
first and foremost, with oneself. Mastery of body and mind.
Managing of power according to the sense of the divine path.
Sense of the brotherhood. Congregation and collisions with all
the forces that disturb the human being in himself and in the
environment. Sokolism is a historical phenomenon that has
only one sole purpose: purity of body and mind.” 18

16 Anekca Wanrtuh: fJanuay Hauhy u rwezosum dpyeosuma [To Danilo llic and his friends], in:
Crnomenuua [lanuna Wiuha, lltamnapuja [etpa H. FakoBuha, CapajeBo, 1922, p. 9.
17 Henag, XKuBanosuh: Kad anbheau 6yde 3sona [When angels wake up bells], in: Tlletap /. [laBnoBuh &

Kpucrtuna M. [TanTtenuh Ba6uh, Cokoscke necme [Sokol poems], ,®unun Bumiwuh“, CIIK/ ,IIpocsjeTa”
l'anko & FIEP Europe, Section for history of physical education and sports, Belgrade, 2015, p. 13.

18 Patko MapkoBuh Pubanun: Cokos060 kpuso [Sokol wing], in: lletap . [laBnoBuh & Kpuctuna M.
ManTenuh Babuh, Cokoscke necme [Sokol poems], ,®unun Bumwuh, CIIK/ ,IIpocsjeta“ 'anko & FIEP
Europe, Section for history of physical education and sports, Belgrade, 2015, p. 14.

| 115



Physical education and sport through the centuries www.fiep-serbia.net
2020, 7(1), 105-123
ISSN 2466-5118

As stated in the Introduction, the Serbian Sokol movement did not settle only
in the territory of the former Kingdom of SCS (from 1929: the Kingdom of
Yugoslavia), but Serbian Sokols, by the emigrational circumstances, transferred
the idea of Serbian Sokolism to the American continent, more precisely to the
United States of America. Regarding this specific topic, Petar D. Pavlovic together
with his co-authors, wrote in the edition Beginnings of Serbian Sokolism in America
(2017), in which they, once again with a pioneering feat, recorded and
permanently preserved the facts about the formation and work (until the
beginning of World War 1) of ten Serbian Sokol societies (in: Cincinnati, Detroit,
Gary, Akron, Barberton, Chicago, Indiana Harbor, St. Louis, Butte and New York),
the formation and work of the Serbian Sokol Parish in America and the first
Serbian Sokol Slet (Gatering) in America in 1912.

For each of these societies, according to the available sources, information was
given on the establishment, work of the society until the beginning of the World
War [, and where the sources allowed, were also given the names of all members,
which is of particular importance today to their descendants. Regarding the
establishment of the first Serbian Sokol society in America and the period after
that, in edition Beginnings of Serbian Sokolism in America Pavlovic et al. say:

“At the beginning of 1909, Serbs in Americal® began to
embrace Serbian Sokolism, as a way of physical exercise and
assembly, and for the sake of spiritual and physical
strengthening of their people, especially the young ones. The
first initiatives for the establishment of Serbian Sokol
Societies are beginning to emerge. These initiatives came to
realization and in the middle of that year the foundation of
the first Sokol Societies began. By the end of 1909, two
societies were formed, in states Ohio and Michigan. The
Serbian Sokol Society was founded in Cincinnati (Ohio) at the
end of May, and in Detroit (Michigan) in early October 1909.

In the following years, the establishment of new societies
continued in other places of America where Serbs lived. By
month of May 1914 more than 40 societies were founded and
operated. In addition to Serbs, other Slavic nations began to
establish their own Sokol societies as well: Czechs, Slovaks,
Croats, Russians, etc. 20

19 America - used term refers to the territory of USA.

20 Petar D. Pavlovié, Nenad Zivanovié¢, Kristina M. Panteli¢ Babi¢ and Danilo P. Pavlovi¢: ,Beginnings of
Serbian Sokolism in America“, FIEP Bulletin, Journal of the international federation of physical
education, volume 85 - N 1-2, 2014, pp. 6 - 12.
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The first Serbian Sokol Society in America, according to
Sasa Nedeljkovic, was founded on May 30%, 1909 in
Cincinnati, Ohio. In the reviewed sources we did not find more
information about its founding, as well as about its work until
the beginning of October 1911, so it remains unknown for
now who were the initiators of the founding, who was in the
first management of the Society, who was the first elder, how
many members they had, where they practiced, what
activities they practiced, etc. The task for new researchers in
the field of Sokol history is to try to investigate this.” 21

Similar data were provided for each successive society founded by the end of
1911, as well as for the establishment and operation of the Serbian Sokol Parish in
America and the holding of the First Serbian Sokol Slet (Gathering) in America in
1912. In addition to the information provided in this issue, about the founding of
the Serbian Sokol Parish in America (SSPA) and its work by the end of 1911,
Pavlovic and his co-authors have been writing in the eponymous paper published
in the scientific journal Physical Education and Sport through the Centuries:

“In mid-1911 began initiatives for representatives of the
theretofore established s.s.s.to gather, hold a meeting and
agree for further common work towards achieving the Sokol
goals. From Serbian Sokols from Cincinnati, Gary and by other
individuals was received the initiative for representatives of
all s.s.s. in America to gather during 1911 and agree on the
most important tasks for the continued work of Serbian
Sokols throughout America. [..] The first meeting of the
Serbian Sokols in America was held on October 1, 2 and 3,
1911, at the premises of s.s.s. in Gary” 22

when was established and started to work the SSPA, which immediately began
actively planning and organizing the future joint activities of all Serbian Sokols in
America, including the holding of the First Serbian Sokol Slet in America:

“At the first meeting of the Serbian Sokols in America, they
decided to organize the First Serbian Sokol Slet in America in

21 [letap /I. [laBnoBuh, Henag XKusanoBuh, Kpuctuna M. [lanTenuh ba6uh & Jlanusno I1. [TaBiaoBuh:
Iloueyu cpnckoz cokoncmea y Amepuyu [Beginnings of Serbian Sokolism in America], MAKOPRINT
printing Banja Luka, FIEP Europe, Section for history of physical education and sports, CIIK/
JIpocejera“ Tauko, Banja Luka - Nis - Gacko, 2017, pp. 23 - 24.

22 Petar D. Pavlovic, Kristina Pantelic Babic, Danilo Pavlovic and Danica Pirsl: “Establishment of the
Serbian Sokol Parish in the United States and its functioning till the end of 1911”, Physical education
and sport through the centuries, 1 (2), 2014, p. 44.
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the first Sunday after Vidovdan in 1912, and at the first
session of the Parish a special committee was composed of:
Luka Grkovi¢, the Parish elder; Petar Sekulovic, Deputy Chief;
Savo Jaksic and Dusan Celovic, whose task will be *[...] to find
and book a field for slet in June 1912, in Chicago, 11'.”23

In addition to the presented ones, the aforementioned paper provides a lot of
significant information on the founders of the Parish and its members, the present
Sokol delegates and other Sokol workers, as well as the way of work, where, for
the first time in a scientific paper, the names of individuals who gave contribution
to the development of Serbian Sokolism in the United States. In other papers
related to this topic, the author Pavlovi¢, together with his associates, researched
and studied the formation of other societies. Although in some cases there was
very humble information provided in the reviewed and available sources, the
authors were able to credibly reconstruct the work of particular societies in that
territory. An example is cited in the scientific paper on the founding of the Serbian
Soko in Chicago (Illinois): “Serbian Sokol Society in Chicago was founded during
1910, but the sources reviewed did not allow us to find the exact date of the
society’s establishment, as well as the initiators and other details regarding its
work until the founding of the SSPA in 1911.” 24

In addition to the fact that a lot of interesting data remained permanently
recorded through the mentioned and other papers in this field, another
significance of the monograph Beginnings of Serbian Sokolism in America is
presented by the words of reviewers, PhD Zoran Milosevic and PhD Veroljub
Stankovic:

“... the enthusiasm and love of our people for their birth
land from the early 20t century, when the black clouds of the
Great War loomed over it, will remain on the pages of this
book. That is why the authors of this beautiful and valuable
book deserve every commendation for the research effort
they have put into collecting and presenting interesting data
on the development of Sokolism in America. Thanks to them,
we have in front of us a beautiful book that contains, in one
place, people who lived in both 19t and 20t century. They are
a small but significant part of our, but also sokol history. Some
future generations behind us, along with the pages of this
book, will be able to better understand the history of the

2 bid, p. 51.

24 Petar D. Pavlovic, Nenad Zivanovic, Kristina M. Pantelic Babic and Danilo P. Pavlovic: “Serbian Sokol
in Chicago (Illinois)”, Physical education and sport through the centuries, 2 (2), 2015, p. 6.

118 |



Physical education and sport through the centuries www.fiep-serbia.net
2020, 7(1), 105-123
ISSN 2466-5118

Serbian nation and our people, wherever they may be. They
will also be able to understand the desire not to forget your
Serbian kindred. Even Somewhere far, far from the sea...” 25

Prof.dr Petar D. Pavlovic ended his working carrier at the Faculty of Physical
Education and Sports of the University of Banja Luka in 2019 as a full professor.

As one of the pioneers of the scientifically based research of the history of
Serbian Sokolism from its beginnings, primarly in the area of Herzegovina,
University Professor Petar D. Pavlovic, with his works regarding this area made an
immeasurable contribution to the history of Sokol movement and physical culture
in the aforementioned area, as well as in the area of the former Kingdom of SCS,
the Kingdom of Yugoslavia, the USA and the whole of Bosnia and Herzegovina.
Through his research, he laid the foundation for current and future researchers in
this field.

Already in the first published works, as aforementioned, throughout his
systematic and methodologically accurate way of work, he announced the
presence of a serious and high-quality scientific worker in the field of history of
physical culture, which he confirmed with works created afterwards. In addition
to his work in field of history, Pavlovic spent his working and scientific life
researching also basketball in the former Yugoslavia, the beginnings of football,
table tennis and volleyball in Bosnia and Herzegovina, sports during the Austro-
Hungarian occupation, and many other similar topics. Besides history, significant
part of his scientific work was related to the field of Theory of Physical Culture,
where, among other things, he wrote about: Vaso Pelagic as the Anatoly on the
West and as the first theoretician of physical culture in Bosnia and Herzegovina;
Phenomenological aspects of sport; about play, about the importance of
preserving the Serbian language in physical culture, etc., which may be the subject
of interest of authors in some future studies.

25 3opad MusomeBuh & Beposby6 CrankoBuh: Tamo dasexo.. [Far away...]., in: Iletap /[l. [laBnoBuh,
Henag JKusanoBuh, Kpuctuna M. Ilantenuh Ba6uh & [lanwso II. [aBnoBuh: [loueyu cpnckoe
cokoacmea y Amepuyu [Beginnings of Serbian Sokolism in America], MAKOPRINT printing Banja Luka,
FIEP Europe, Section for history of physical education and sports, CIIK/] ,IIpocsjeTa“ I'auko, Banja
Luka - Nis - Gacko, 2017, p. 10.
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Figure 2: Petar D. Pavlovi¢ with the statue of one of his most respected
personalities of second half of 20 and beginning of 21st century, Serbian
Patriarch Pavle, taken during the scientific conference in Kosovo and Metohia in
2018.26

Throughout his works and published books in both fields, he made an
immeasurable contribution to the preservation of the history of physical culture,
especially the history of Serbian Sokolism, which in this way remained
permanently recorded and torn away from oblivion, and also a great contribution
to the development and preservation of the theory of physical culture. Evangelical
message to his students and the guiding principle of all his lectures, directed
towards the very basics of our profession, HUMAN and all his goods, was to always
act as human, never as inhuman, and always strive towards truth in both research
and life, no matter what this truth is, because the truth is one, only and
unchangeable.

26 Photo from authors’ personal archive.
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CPIICKHU COKOJICKH IIOKPET Y OJABPAHUM JE/IUMA
IIETPA A. IIABJIOBU'HA

CAXKETAK

Kao jesaH o muoHHMpa Hay4HO yTeMes/beHOI Mpoy4yaBara MCTOPHje CPHCKOT
COKOJICTBAa Ha MNpOCTOpYy XepleroBuHe YHHUBep3uTeTcku npodecop Iletap /.
[laByoBUh cBOjUM fesiMMa y 0BOj 06J1aCTH Jjao je HeMepJbUB JONIPUHOC HUCTOPUjU
COKOJICKOT' IOKpeTa U $U3MYKe KyJType Ha TOM NpPOCTOPY, all U Ha MPOCTOPY
HeKasamwe KpameBuHe CXC, KpasbeBuHe Jyrocnasuje, CjeaumbeHUX AMepPUUKHUX
JpxaBa (CA/) v nene BocHe u XepreroBuHe. CBOjUM UCTPaKMBamkKUMa IIOCTABHO je
TeMeJbe CaAAIBUM U OyAyhuM ucTpaxuBayMMa oBe 06sacTu. Mako ce HUje 6aBUO
camo Hcropujom Ppusnyke KyaType U 360T OPOjHOCTH 06jaB/beHUX HAYYHUX PaJloBa
U ApYTHX Jiesa u3 obsaactu Teopuje pusuyuke Kyamype, y CpeJUILTY aHaIU3e ayTopa
OBOT pajia MpOHAlJA Cy Ce HeKa 0Jf NMPBUX NUcaHUX Jesa npod.gp Ilerpa /.
[laBnoBuha u3 ob6aactu Hcmopuje ¢usuuke Kyamype Koja Cy ycMepu/a HEros
HayyHU NyT y TOAMHAMa Koje Cy J[Olljle, aJi U OHa JieJa Koja Cy y HOBUjUM
HUCTpaXMBakbUMa INOTBpAW/IAa M TNpOIIMpHIA HeroBe IMHOHUPCKE KOpake Yy
HCTpaXkKMBakby UCTOpHje CPICKOT COKOJICTBA, TOCe6GHO HAa MPOCTOPY XeplLeroBrHe,
aJIv 4 Ha ApYTMM [IOMEHYTUM IpocTopuMa. Y 0BOM pajy ayTopu he nmyTem meToze
TeopHUjCcKe aHa/lu3e U aHa/M3e cajpaja YUTaoluMa MpHUKa3aTH HeKa o/Ji, 10
BbUX0BOM MULLbEHY, Haj3HAUYajHUjUX U3ama npod.ap Iletpa /J. [laBioBuha y Be3u
C IOMeHyTOM obJiauhy.

K/by4yHe peun: XepuieroBuHa, COKOJICKH ITOKPET, CPIICKO COKOJICTBO, PU3HUIKa
KyJTypa, [1aBsoBuh.

ABUXXEHHUE CEPBCKOI'O COKOJIA B UBBPAHHBIX
NNYBJIMKAIMAX IIETAPA AI. TIABJIOBHYA

AHHOTALIUSA

Bysy4u ofHMM M3 NHOHEPOB HayYHO 06GOCHOBAHHOI'O MCC/IEOBAaHUSA UCTOPUHU
cep6ekoro Cokosia B [epueroBune, mpodeccop Ilerap /. [laBioBudY cBOMMH
paboTaMu B 3TOH 06JlaCTM BHeC 3HAYMUTEJbHBIH BKJIAJ, B HUCTOPHUIO JBIXKEHUS
CoxoJia ¥ GU3UYECKOH KYJbTYpbl Ha 3TOH TEPPUTOPHH, a TAKXKE HA TEPPUTOPUHU
oniBiiero KoposieBctBa CKC, KoposnescrBa HrocnaBum, CoeauHeHHbix lllTaToB
Amepuku (CIIA) u BocHuu u 'eprieroBussl, B 1e10M. CBOMMU HUCCJIEZJOBAHUSMH OH
3I0KUJ GYHAAMEHT /IJIsl HbIHEIIHUX U Gy IyIIUX UCCIe/loBaTes el B 9TOH 06J1aCTH.
ABTOpBI BEIZENAIOT GAKTHI, KOTOpble HHTepecyoT [letapa /l. [laBsoBuya B o6J1acTH
ucTopuM PU3NYECKOH KyJbTYPBl, U MOJAYEPKUBAIOT OOMINE ONMYyOGJIMKOBAaHHBIX UM
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Hay4YHBIX PaboT U APYTUX Ny6JHKAUK B 06/1aCTH TEOPUU GU3NYECKON KYJIbTYPHI.
B 1eHTpe aBTOpPCKOro aHajv3a B JAHHOH CTaTbe NMpeJCTaBJeHbl HEKOTOpbIE W3
NepPBbIX NUCbMEHHBIX Ny6ukanui npodeccopa Ilerapa /l. [laBnoBuya B 06s1acTH
UCTOpUM  QU3UYECKON Ky/NbTYpbl, KOTOpble yKa3ald HAy4HbIH MyTb [JJId
NOC/AeAYIOINX HCCAe[J0BaHUH, a TaKKe HEeKOTOpble MyOJMKaIlMH, KOTOpble B
HeJJaBHUX HCCJIeJJOBAHUAX MOATBEPAUIN U PACUIMPHUIN €ero HOBAaTOPCKHE IIary B
M3y4eHUH uctopum cepbckoro Cokosim3Ma He TOJBKO B [eplieroBrMHe, HO U B
JAPYTHX YHOMSHYTBhIX o6JjacTax. B pgaHHOM cTaTbe, HCHOJb3ys MeETOAbI
TeopeTHYeCKOro aHaju3a U KOHTEHT-aHaJ/In3a, aBTOPhI NPeACTaB/IAIOT YUTATENAAM
HeKoTopble Haubojiee 3HAaYMMble, MO0 MX MHEHMIO, MNyO6GJMKalMM KaHAWJaTa
TeXHUYeCcKUX Hayk [leTapa /ImutpueBuya [laBsoBrYa 0 yKa3aHHOU TEMaTHKe.

KnwueBble cioBa: ['eprierosrna, ABmxeHue Cokonusma, cepockuii COKoIusm,
¢dusnyeckas KyabTypa, [laBioBuy.
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