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SUMMARY

History is not often fair to some personalities who, in their own right, deserve to
be recorded in the memory of a people. What would set Milovan Jaksic apart from
any other top athlete and his successes is not significant and greater, but the
circumstances in which he achieved world-wide fame and the time in which this
was achieved deserve to be a reminder to younger generations. The sooner the
result, with which he contributed as a part of the collective, to this day has not been
surpassed in domestic football. In addition to the sporting success by which he is
most recognized, until recently, in recent circles, and for the last ten or so years,
work aims to look back on life and work after his sports career. It is related to the
interests and aspirations of Jak$i¢ from his boyhood days, and they are related to
the book, which is especially significant from the aspect of correlation of sport and
education. Also interesting is the human side of the famous goalkeeper, who came
to the fore during difficult moments during World War II. Given that we, as a people,
are committed to tradition, this work will also look at several major anniversaries
associated with this man that are significant to national sports history.

In the absence of literature, the paper relies on several monographic
publications, as well as on newspaper articles and works of material from the
Archives of Yugoslavia.
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INTRODUCTION

Milovan Jaksic was born in Kolasin, then Principality of Montenegro, according
to some sources on the 19th (wikimedia.org) and some on the 21st of September
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(Markovic, 1969) in 1909. He was the eldest son of Radoslav and Mirusha Jaksic
born Bulatovic. His ancestor, the famous uskok Duke Jaksa Avdalovic Gacanin,
moved to Gornje Moraca in the village of Lijevista
(archive.slobodnahercegovina.com). Later, one of the Jaksic brothers from that
Upper-Morak village moved to Plano (novosti.rs), where few today remember that
the Jaksic family lived (vijesti.me). The former Jaksic estate in Gornja Moraca was
sold in the middle of the last century, and at the end, which had hundreds of
fraternities, only one old woman remained from Jaksic. Jaksic is not present in the
city or in other villages around Kolasin. Predrag T. Scepanovic, author of the book
The Famous and Successful Kolasinci, testifies to this
(archive.slobodnahercegovina.com). Radoslav and Mirusha kept a tavern in
Mojkovac, where they lived at the time. After the war, in which Milovan's father
was Kkilled by Austro-Hungarian soldiers, the family moved to Serbia. Milovan
spent some time at the War Orphans' Home in Kragujevac, where his mother was
forced to send him. Belgrade lawyer Zivko Popovic, a brother of his uncle Koce
Popovic, and his wife, Valentina, are taking custody of him. From this point of
view, it can be stated that Zivko Popovic determined the fate of the young Jaksi¢
by his move, since he took him to the famous Gece Kon to study graphic arts and at
the same time enrolled him in the Soko Sports Society, where he began his sports
career (novosti.rs).

2 D A e e I S
Milovan Jaksic, the best goalkeeper in the world, 90 years ago at the "Centenario” stadium,
Uruguay-Yugoslavia 6:1 (3:1), Montevideo, Uruguay, spectators: 80,000, World Cup
semifinals, July 27, 1930

Source: Novosti.rs
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SPORTS CAREER

At only 16, Milovan made his debut for SK Soko (novosti.rs), which at that time
was the first football club in the country then founded on April 18, 1903. Until
1931, the club competed under this name when it changed its name to SK BASK
(Belgrade Academic Sport Club), whose name still bears and competes in the
Belgrade Zone (srbijasport.net). The turning point comes at the First Soccer World
Cup, played in Uruguay in 1930. After the transfer of the Football Association from
Zagreb to Belgrade in 1929, which changed its name to the Yugoslav Football
Federation (JFS), there was a problem in the functioning of the then league.

~ - - g~

In the picture Vujadinovi¢ is on the left, in the middle Jaksi¢, Mihailovi¢ is on the right, with
a boy in the Serbian national costume, Yugoslavia-Bolivia match 4:0, Central Park Stadium,
July 17, 1930, spectators: 18,300

Source: Novosti.rs
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The events also reflect the boycott of non-Serb players in the national team
(Stankovic, 2014). In these circumstances, it paves the way for Jaksic to take a
stand among the tripods on the Montevideo team.

He made his national debut against Bulgaria on April 13, 1930, when the
Serbian national team outplayed Bulgaria 6: 1. After the first game with Brazil in
the championship, which took place on July 14, 1930 and ended with a score of 2-
1 for Yugoslavia, Milovan has already become a reputable goalkeeper. After the
game, the then world-renowned goalkeeper Ricardo Zamora, otherwise a
Spaniard, dropped his cap at his feet, thus acknowledging that he was better than
him. Jaksic's bravura has saved our network in a number of moments, which has
resulted in him being nicknamed by the Uruguayan audience "El Grande Milovan"
- Veliki Milovan. At the end of the competition, Milovan Jaksic was included in the
ideal team of the world (pecat.rs).

@WC1930blogger

Football clash with the Brazilians, Jaksa and Milutinac as the last bastion of our team's
defense (right), Central Park Stadium, Montevideo-Uruguay on July 14, 1930

Source: www.facebook.com >media> set
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Milovan Jaksic defended twelve times for the national team. He made his
farewell appearance on September 2, 1934 against Czechoslovakia in a friendly
match (1: 3) (Jonovic, Stojkovic, 2009). He played 500 official matches for his
BASK. He defended the colors of SK llirija from Ljubljana in 1932, and in the
season 1934/35. was a member of SK Slavia from Prague. He played seventeen
games for the Belgrade city selection. He completed his sports career at BASK in
1939 (Jonovic, Stojkovic, 2009).

LIFE AFTER SPORT

After Montevideo, Milovan married Ljubica Simic of Smederevska Palanka,
who was a handball player. Very soon, the family expanded with the birth of a girl
they were given the unusual name, Sokolka. It was Milovan who chose such a
name to thank his club from which he descended. As a great lover of books, in
1936 he opened his bookstore "Polar Bear" in Makedonska Street in Belgrade,
which was located on the site of today's building of the Municipal Assembly of
Stari Grad, where he popularized editions of socialist provenance (SBR, 2009), and
a printing house not far from there in Cetinjska, near today's "Politika".

Milovan Jaksi¢ with his children
Source: www.facebook.com smedia» set

According to Vladimir Dedijer, the bookstore was searched eight times during
the war by the Gestapo bookstore to find the archive of the CC CPY (novosti.rs),
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and also on suspicion that it was the favorite meeting point of the partisan
movement (Markovic, 1969). His contemporaries claim that he assisted in the
rescue of detainees from Banjica during the war (dnevno.rs). In 1943, the
Germans shot his friend, a representative captain and a member of the ideal squad
of the First World Cup, the famous doctor Milutin Ivkovic. Milovan never got over
the event, according to his cousin Gordana (novosti.rs). Towards the end of the
war, Jaksic was visited by Koca Popovic and Vladimir Dedijer, suggesting that his
merits for engaging during the war should be recognized in party service.
According to Gordana's testimony, he denied it by saying, “Well, people, we did
not get along well. If I did something, I did it for patriotic reasons. If I had any
political ambitions, [ would go with the partisans with you. Understand, my world
is my family, St. Luka and football as a holy place. ”(novosti.rs). In 1948, however,
his bookstore, printing press and cabinet seized over a thousand books (alo.rs).

S ——— g g v —_—

Jaksi¢ was the only person authorized to print all sports magazines in the country. Milovan
in front of his printing house in Cetinjska Street in Belgrade.

Source: www.facebook.com >media> set
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After the war, the reorganization of SK Yugoslavia, the double champion of the
state in the season 1923/24, took place. and 1924/25. This club was founded on
August 6, 1913 as SK Great Serbia and it was named until 1919. SK Yugoslavia's
infrastructure and stadium has been assigned to a new club
(mojacrvenazvezda.net). It was necessary to change the name of the club in line
with the ideology of the time. Most were for the new club to be called "Star". At the
meeting, they asked Milovan what he thought, and he replied, "If he should be a
Star, let him be Red." After the decision, there was a problem with the club
registration. Jaksa said that this would not be a problem, because the Jaksic
printing house would finance everything (novosti.rs). In this way, Milovan came
up with the name of the club, which is celebrating its 75th anniversary this year.
He soon became the technical director of the Red Star Football Club, participated
in the work of the Football Federation and was president of the Coach Federation
of Yugoslavia. It was not until 1950 that he received about twenty squares on
Sremska Street as a repair shop for fountain pens and pencils. After three years, in
1953, he was elected president of the renewed BASK (SBR, 2009), while in the
same year, during the Red Star's visit to Alexandria (Egypt), due to a heart attack,
the heart of a great athlete and man stopped beating. He was only 46 years old.
The Egyptian government and navy paid tribute to him by transferring his
embalmed remains to Yugoslavian waters (dnevno.rs).

He was buried with the highest honors in the Alley of Meritorious Citizens at
the New Cemetery in Belgrade in January 1954. Although the temperature was -15
degrees, the funeral was attended by a large number of sportsmen of the then
Yugoslavia and over 6000 citizens from all over the country (facebook.com).

CONCLUSION

"Give more rest to your tongue than your hands," said Leo Tolstoy. With his
hands, Milovan Jaksic has left a mark on the goalposts in the history of football. He
had a difficult childhood, spending more time in a nursing home than being
surrounded by family warmth. The question is how much that left a consequence
or had a positive effect on the construction of his personality. Under the
circumstances, he met the magic of the football field on which he spent every
spare moment. A great goalkeeping career was crowned with a bronze medal at
the World Cup. Human greatness was reflected in the whirlwind of World War II
as it aided the resistance movement in occupied Belgrade. According to the
relatives, always humble, a man to whom family, baptism, football and friends
were a system of values. These simple 2020s. the year celebrates the triple jubilee
associated with Milovan Jaksic - one hundred and ten years since his birth, 90
years since the first World Cup in Montevideo, where he was elected to the ideal
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team of the world and 75 years of existence of FC Red Star, which he was one of
the founders. "The offspring pays tribute to everyone" - Tacitus.
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JIOTNITA Y KEbUTA KAO CUCTEM BPEJHOCTH - MUJIOBAH
JAKIIW'R, )KUBOT U PA/]

CAXETAK

HcTopuja Huje yecTo npaBejiHa NpeMa HEKKUM JIMYHOCTUMA KOje CBOjUM [ieJIOM
3aCIyXKyjy [la OCTaHy 3abesiexxeHe y cehamwy jeiHOT Hapoa. OHO WITO 61 U3ABOjUJIO
MuJsioBaHa Jakimnha o/ HEKOT Ipyror BpXyHCKOT CHOPTHUCTE U HbeTOBUX yCIeXa HUje
3HauyajHuje U Behe, ajih OKOJIHOCTH Y KOjUMa je OH JOCTUTao CBETCKY CJIaBy U BpeMe
y KOjeM je TO MOCTUTHYTO 3acayXyjy Aa OyAy MoJCeTHUK MJahUM HapallTajuMa.
Tum npe, WITO pe3yjTaT, KOjUM je OH AONPUHEO Kao Jle0 KOJIeKTHBa, [0 JAaHa
JaHallker Huje npeBasubeH y gomahem ¢yabany. [lopes cnopTckor ycmexa mno
KOjeM ce HajBUIlle IPeNo3Haje, 0 CKOpa y Y>KUM KpPyroBHMa, a ocJeJbUX JeceTaK
ro/ijMHa W 1IMpe, paj UMa 3a LW/b U Ja Ce OCBPHEe Ha XXMBOT U Paf, HAKOH HeroBe
crnopTcke Kapujepe. OH je oBe3aH ca UHTepecoBambHMa U CTpeMJ/bebuMa Jakimnha
M3 Jle4auKuX JlaHa, a Be3aHa Cy 3a KHbUTY, LITO je MOCeOHO 3HA4YajHO ca acleKTa
KopeJsialje cnopta ¥ 06pa3oBama. 3aHUMJ/bUBA je W JbyJCKa CTPaHA CJIaBHOT
roJIMaHa Koja JloJ1a3| 0 U3paxaja y TelIKMM MOMeHTHMa TOKOM /Ipyror cBeTCKor
paTa. C 063MpOM /1a CMO Kao HapoJ nocBeheHH TpaAuLUj1, 0Baj paj he ce 0OCBpHyTH
1 Ha HEKOJIMKO BeJIMKHUX jyOusieja KOju Cy MoBe3aHH ca OBUM YOBEKOM, a 3Ha4ajHU
Cy 3a HallMOHAJIHY CMIOPTCKY UCTOPH]Y.

Y HejoCTaTKy JMTepaType, pajJi Ce oOcCjIama Ha HEKOJMKO MOHOrpadCKux
ny6/IMKalyja, Kao M Ha HOBUHCKe 4aHKe U JieJia rpahe ApxuBa Jyrociasuje.

KibyuyHe peun: MusioBaH Jakimuh, rosmas, jyéuieju

MY U KHUTA KAK CHCTEMA LIEHHOCTEX - MUJIOBAH
AKIINY, 2KU3Hb U JEATE/IBHOCTb

AHHOTALUA

I/ICTOpI/lH He Bcerja cnpaBejjiiBa IO OTHOLIEHUIO K HEKOTOPbIM JIMYHOCTAM,
KOTOpbIe CaMHU IIO cebe 3aCJIy>KUBAOT TOrO, YTOOBI MX OMNBIT OCTAJICSI B MaMSTH
HapoJa. To, yTo oTsiM4yaeT MunoBaHa fkumn4a oT JII060TO Apyroro CrnopTcMeHa U
€ro ycCnexu, He ABJIAITCA 3HAaYUTEJbHbIMU H 60.7113U.II/IMPI, HO 06CTOﬂTeJ’IbCTBa, B
KOTOPbIX OH AO6I/IJ1CH BCGMHpHOﬁ HU3BECTHOCTHU, U BpeMs, B KOTOpPO€ 3TO ObLIO
AOCTUTHYTO, 3aC/JHyXUBaAKT TOrO, YyTOObl O HUX HANOMHUHATb MOJIOAOMY
IIOKOJIEHHIO. PesyanaT, KOTOpPOro oH ,E[O6l/l.}'lcﬂ B COCTaBe KOJIJIEKTHUBA, I10 cert A€Hb
He npeBsoﬁaeH OTe4Y€CTBEHHbIM (l)yTGOJ'IOM. I/ICCJ'Ie,CLOBaHI/Ie HalpaBJIEHO HaA TO,
‘{TO6bI, IMNOMUMO CHOPTHBHBIX YCII€EXO0B, KOTOpbIE ObLIH IIPU3HAaHbl O HEJaBHEro
BpeMEHU B CIIOPTHUBHBIX Kpyrax B MocjJeJHHUE NEeCATb JIeT, U3YyYUTb €ro XXU3Hb U
AedATeJbHOCTb II0CJe Cl'[OpTPIBHOﬁ Kapbephl. Peunb uaer 06 HHTepecax U
CTPpEMJIEHUAX Axmunya, k KOTOPBIM OH CTpeMMUJICA C AEeTCTBA, U KOTOPbI€ OTPa>KEHbI
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B KHUIE, YTO OCOGEHHO BaXKHO C TOYKH 3pEHUSl B3aUMOJEHCTBUSI CropTa U
obpasoBaHus. Takxe HHTepeC NpPEACTaBJAseT W JIMYHOCTb 3HAMEHHUTOIO
roJIKUIlepa KaK 4esoBeKa, KOTOPbIA MPOsIBUJ Cebsl B CI0KHbIE MOMEHThI Bropoi
MHUPOBOH BOWHBI. YUUTBIBAS, UTO Mbl, KaK HApO/i, IPUBEPXKEHBI TPALULUAM, B 3TOH
paboTe Takxe 6YAyT PacCMOTPEHbl HECKOJbKO BAXKHBIX HOOGWJIEHHBIX JAT 3TOro
4yesIOBEKa, KOTOpble HMMEIT OO0JIbllIOe 3HAYEeHHE JJIsi MUCTOPUM HALHOHAJIbHOIO
cropra.

B cBA3M ¢ OTCyTCTBHMEM JIMTepaTyphl, CTaTbsl ONMHUPAETCS Ha HECKOJIBKO
MoOHOTrpadpUYecKHX NyOJMKaLMP, a TakKXe Ha raseTHble CTaTbU W COOPHUKHU
MaTepuanoB u3 Apxusa lOrocsasuu.

KioueBble cioBa: MusioBaH fKiuny, rosikumep, o6uen.
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