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SUMMARY

Serbian Sokol Societies were based on the idea of a new form of physical
exercise originated in the Czech lands in the second half of the 19th century. After
first initiatives, this idea soon spread to all Slavic as also countries where Slavic
nations lived. That is how since 1907 this way of physical exercise appeared among
Serbs who lived in America (USA). The Sokol idea in state of Pennsylvania started by
the local Serbs in Steelton in the middle of 1912, when, following the initiative of the
orthodox priest Teofil H. Stefanovic, they founded the Serbian Sokol Society. The
subject of this research is Serbian Sokolism in America (USA) with the aim to
explore when this society was founded, who took part in those and other activities
until June 1914. During research authors used historical method.
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INTRODUCTION

Sokolism appeared in the Czech lands in the second half of the 19t century,
and soon after it spread to all Slavic countries, as well as to other countries where
Slavic nations lived. That is how in 1907 this way of physical exercise began to
spread among Serbs who lived in the territory of United States of America (but in
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this paper it will be addressed as America). The Sokol idea in Steelton was started
by the local Serbs in the middle of 1912, when on the initiative of the priest of the
Serbian Orthodox Church Teofil H. Stefanovié, they founded the Serbian Sokol
Society in Steelton (Pennsylvania).

SUBJECT AND GOAL

The subject of the work is Serbian Sokolism in America (USA) and the goal is to
explore when the Sokol Society in Steelton (Pennsylvania) was founded, who took
part in its founding and all its activities until June 1914.

METHOD

During writing authors used available primary and secondary historical
sources and used historical method.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The establishment of the Serbian Sokol Society and its work until the end
of 1912

From May 30t 1909, when the first Serbian Sokol Society (SSS) in America was
founded in Cincinnati, the Sokol idea spread throughout the United States where
Serbs and other Slavic people lived. In this way, the Sokolism came among the
Serbs in Steelton.

One of the main initiators for the establishment of SSS in Steelton was the
priest of the Serbian Orthodox Church (SOC), Father Teofil H. Stefanovi¢ who
spread the sokol idea among the Serbs there. On Sunday, June 30%, 1912, local
Serbs were gathered by Father Stefan, they held a meeting and decided to
establish SSS in Steelton. The work of the meeting was supervised by an Orthodox
priest who spoke about the significance of the Sokolism for the Serbian people,
read and interpreted the Sokol rules, etc. At that time, 29 members, 25 regular and
4 supporters were enrolled in the newly formed society. The first management of
the Society was also selected. The Administrative Board was elected: DPorko
Milosavljevi¢, Elder; Mihajlo Bogdanovi¢, deputy chief of staff; Dimitrije Kajganic,
Secretary; Jandre Linta, treasurer and Panta Fisi¢, economist. Simo IvoSevi¢ was
elected President of the Supervisory Board, and as his assistants Simo Zuber and
Jandra Lint. Mile Moli¢ was elected Leader and Mihajlo Bogdanovi¢ as his deputy.
Duro Aralica and Dimitrije Kajgani¢ were elected as frontmen, the leaders of the
departments during the exercise.
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Slovaks gave at the disposal their gym so they already started with exercise.
SSS Secretary Dimitrije Kajgani¢ sent a letter to Soko journal by which they were
informed about the establishment of the Society, and in which, among other
things, he wrote: ,Our brothers understood the concept of the importance of Sokol
idea, and the flower of youth, pioneers and Serbian patriots gathered in this young
circle, and soon we hope to quadruple the membership.”* The Editorial Board of
the Soko journal commented the establishment of the SSC in Stilton and the letter
of the Secretary with following words: ,It is particularly pleasing to us that our
brothers in Steelton have gone the right way, working together, and they can be
congratulated on every national work up until today. Their work was crowned by
the founding of the Sokol.“2

Immediately after the founding of the Society Jovo Jovanovi¢, a member of the
newly founded Society, sent a letter to the Administration of Serbian Sokol Parish
in America (SSPA) in his name, in which he asked them to send them ,,... the sokol
rules, petitions, signs and one solemn suit.“? The letter was read at the SSPA's
meeting held on July 7th 1912, in Chicago, and was decided that the Secretary of
SSPA will respond and send them what they requested for.

In the minutes of the SSPA's meeting, held on July 21st, 1912 in Chicago wrote:
»We read letters from Charles City, lowa, Kimberly, Nv., And Steelton, Pa. in which
they report that they want to establish Sokol societies, and therefore demand,
petitions, rules, and command.“* When writing minutes, it was probably
mistakenly written ,... and Steelton, Pa.“ because SSS in Steelton, as mentioned
above, was founded on June 30th, 1912.

In the second half of September 1912, the dministration of SSS from Steelton
sent a letter to Parish in which she asked for more Sokol suits, 12 ceremonial and
some training suits (the number was not stated), and also some Sokol badges.
They shipped $ 134.20 for suits, as a down payment, and the rest will be sent after

1 Cprcku Coko y Ctuartony, I1a., Coko, aucm Cpnckux Cokona y Amepuyu, rog. 2, 6p. 7 u 8, Ibyjopk, 1.
aBryct 1912, ctp. 117. [Serbian Soko in Steelton, PA. Soko, journal of Serbian Sokols in America. New
York, August 15t 1912: 2(7-8), p. 117.]

2 Ibid.

3 MlonoBuh, b. [lyman u JokaHoBuh, Musonr: 3anucHuk npBe cjegHurne Cprncke Coxosicke XKyme y
Awmepuny, oxpxkane 7. jyna y ,Cpnckoj Yuraonunu“ y Yukary, Ui, Coko, aucm Cpnckux Cokoaa y
Amepuyu, Top. 2, 6p. 9, Ibyjopk, 1. centembap 1912, ctp. 131. [Popovié, B. D. & Jokanovi¢, M. Minutes
from the first assembly of Serbian Sokol Parish in America held on July 7t in “Serbian Reading room”
in Chicago, IL. Soko, journal of Serbian Sokols in America. New York, September 1st 1912: 2(9), p. 131.]

4 Tlonosuh, B. /[lyman u JokaHoBuh, Musomn: 3anucHuk apyre cjennune Cpncke Cokosicke Xyme y
Awmepuny, oapxane 21. jyna o.r. y ,Cprckoj Yurtaonunu“ y Yukary, Wi, Coko, aucm Cpnckux Cokoaa y
Amepuyu, Top. 2, 6p. 9, Ibyjopk, 1. centembap 1912, ctp. 132. [Popovié, B. D. & Jokanovi¢, M. Minutes
from the second assembly of Serbian Sokol Parish in America on July 21st t.y. in “Serbian Reading
room” in Chicago, IL. Soko, journal of Serbian Sokols in America. New York, September 1st 1912: 2(9), p.
132)]
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receiving them. With the contents of the letter the Administration of the Parish
was acquainted at its session on October 4t, 1912 in Chicago.5

In the beginning of October, the Steelton Sokols through the letter sent a $ 30-
check to the Parish for the items they ordered. The letter was read and the check
was received at the Parish session on October 16t, 1912, in Chicago.t

At the SSPA session held on December 15t%, 1912 in Chicago, a letter from
Steelton sokol Voja Jovanovié¢, who was in charge of the purchase of Sokol suits,
was read out, in which he informed them that the ordered suits did not arrive and
asked them to answer what happened with them. They decided to check in the
post office what happened because they had sent the suits, ,,... and therefore fix
this situation.””

In the reviewed sources, we did not find the date when the Steelton sokols sent
SSPA application for membership. It is known that at the SSPA's session, held on
December 15t%, 1912 in Chicago, it was decided to ,accept Serbian Soko from
Steelton, Pa. in S.S.P.“8

Work of the Society from the beginning of 1913 to the end of June 1914

During the next year, 1913, Steelton sokols continued with their activities. In
the first half of January of that year they sent a reply to a letter sent by SSPA in
which they informed them that they are not able to provide financial assistance
for the maintenance of the Serbian Sokol Slet (Gathering) in Denver (Colorado).
They also informed the Parish that they received the ordered items, horizontal bar
and the Yearbook of the Serbian Sokols in America.?

5 Tlonosuh, B. [lyman u JokaHoBuh, Musom: 3anucHuk nete cjepnulie Cprcke Cokosicke XKyme y
Awmepuuy, oapxaHe 4. okto6pa 1912. y Yukary, Ui, Coko, aucm Cpnckux Cokoaa y Amepuyu, roa. 2, 6p.
12, Bbyjopk, 1. genem6bap 1912, ctp. 179 - 181. [Popovi¢, B. D. & Jokanovi¢, M. Minutes from the fifth
assembly of Serbian Sokol Parish in America on October 4t 1912 in Chicago, IL. Soko, journal of Serbian
Sokols in America. New York, December 15t 1912: 2(12), pp. 179 - 181.]

6 [TonoBuh, b. [lyman u JokaHoBuh, Musow: 3anucHuk uecte cjeaHune Cprcke Cokosicke Xyne y
Awmepuuy, ogpxate 16. okto6pa 1912. y Yukary, Ua., Coko, opzan Cpnckux Cokosaa y AMepuyu u aucm
3a HapodHo npoceehusatse, rof. 3, 6p. 1 u 2, Ibyjopk, 1. pebpyap 1913, ctp. 25 - 26. [Popovi¢, B. D. &
Jokanovi¢, M. Minutes from the sixth assembly of Serbian Sokol Parish in America on October 16% 1912
in Chicago, IL. Soko, organ of Serbian Sokols in America and journal for national edification. New York,
February 15t 1913: 3(1-2), pp. 25 - 26.]

7 llonoBuh, b. lymaHn u JokaHoBuh, Musour: 3anucHuk ceiMe cjenHuue Cprcke Cokosicke XKyne y
Awmepuuy, oapxare 15. neuem6pa 1912. y Yukary, Ui, Coko, opeax Cpnckux Cokosa y AMepuyu u aucm
3a HapodHo npoceehusarbe, ToA. 3, 6p. 1 u 2, byjopk, 1. debpyap 1913, ctp. 27. [Popovi¢, B. D. &
Jokanovi¢, M. Minutes from the seventh assembly of Serbian Sokol Parish in America on December 15t
1912 in Chicago, IL. Soko, organ of Serbian Sokols in America and journal for national edification. New
York, February 1st 1913: 3(1-2), p. 27.]

8 Ibid.

9 MonoBuh, b. [lyman u JokaHoBuh, Musonr: 3anucHuk ocMe cjeguune Cprcke Cokosicke XKyne y
Amepuny, oapxare 31. janyapa 1913. rogune y Yukary, Ui., Coko, opean Cpnckux Cokoaa y Amepuyu u
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At the beginning of February 1913, the Serbian Charitable Society ,Sv.O.
Nikola“ S.P.S.S. from Steelton enrolled SSS from that place as the founder and in
that cause paid $ 25 to the Society.1°

Steelton Sokols regularly performed their financial and other obligations
towards the Parish.

More information about the work and activities of the Serbian sokols from
Steelton by the end of June 1914 was not found in the reviewed and available
sources.

CONCLUSION

Authors in this research at the very beginning set the goal to explore and
present establishment of Serbian Soko Society in Steelton, with the main idea to
save from oblivion this interesting and so-far un-researched field of Serbian
Sokolism. Therefore based on the available sources they reconstructed
establishment, activities but also names of the most important persons regarding
this Society.

After the formation of Steelton Sokol Society on June 30t 1912 up until the last
data available, in the text above is visible that its members performed all their
duties towards the common sokol idea and towards the Serbian Sokol Parish of
America. Besides, they were also gathering local Serbs and therefore saving their
national identity and connection with their motherland.

At the end we can conclude that, although not existing for more than two years,
with their work they contributed to the achievement of common sokol goals and
in that way gave significant contribution to development of Serbian Sokolism in
America (USA).

JAiucm 3a HapodHo npoceehusatse, ToA. 3, 6p. 3 u 4, Ibyjopk, MapT - anpui 1913, ctp. 54 - 56. [Popovi¢,
B. D. & Jokanovi¢, M. Minutes from the eight assembly of Serbian Sokol Parish in America on January
315t 1913 in Chicago, IL. Soko, organ of Serbian Sokols in America and journal for national edification.
New York, March-April 1913: 3(3-4). p. 54 - 56.]

10 [Tonosuh, b. [lyman v JokaHoBuh, Musomr: 3anucHuk feBete cjeanune Cprcke Cokosicke Xyme y
Awmepuny, oapxate 28. pedbpyapa 1913. rox. y Yukary, Ui, Coko, opean Cpnckux Cokoaa y Amepuyu u
JAiucm 3a HapodHo npoceehusatse, ToA. 3, 6p. 3 u 4, Ibyjopk, MapT - anpui 1913, ctp. 56 - 59. [Popovi¢,
B. D. & Jokanovi¢, M. Minutes from the nine assembly of Serbian Sokol Parish in America on February
28t 1913 in Chicago, IL. Soko, organ of Serbian Sokols in America and journal for national edification.
New York, March-April 1913: 3(3-4). p. 56 - 59.]
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16th 1912 in Chicago, IL. Soko, organ of Serbian Sokols in America and journal for
national edification. New York, February 1st 1913: 3(1-2), pp. 25 - 26.]
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CPIICKO COKOJICKO JIPYIITBO Y NEHCU/IBAHUJU
(CTUJITOH)

CAXETAK

Cprncka cOKoJICKa JpyLITBAa MOYMBaJa Cy Ha TaJa HOBOj WUJeEjU TesJeCHOT
Bexxbara Koja je HacTasia Ha npoctopy Yelike y Apyroj moyioBuHU 19. Beka. Y6p30
rocjie NpPBUX MHULMjAaTUBA OBa MJeja NpPOLIMpPHUIIA Ce Ha CBe CJIOBEHCKe Kao U Ha
3eMJbe TJIe Cy KMBeJIU CJI0BEHCKH Hapoau. M3 HaBegeHor pasJjiora of, 1907. roguHe
oBa u/jieja nojaBuiia ce U Mehy Cp6ruma koju cy >kuBesin y AMepunu (CA/T). Cokosicka
uneja y lleHcuiBaHuju mojaBWJIa ce of cTpaHe JioKaaHuUx Cp6a y CTUATOHY
cpeguHoM 1912. roauHe, Kaja Cy Ha MHULUjaTHBY NPABOCJABHOT CBEIUTEHHUKA,
Teoduna X. Credpanosuha, ocHoBasim CPICKO COKOJICKO ApyIITBO. [IpeameT oBor
HCTPaXKMBama je CPICKo cokoJcTBO ¥ AMepunu (CA/l) ca uu/beM Jla ce UCTPaXKH
Kaja je /[pylITBO OCHOBAHO, KO je y4eCTBOBAaO Y HErOBOM OCHUBAWY Kao U y
OCTa/IMM aKTHBHOCTHMMaA [0 jyHa 1914. roguHe. TokOM UCTpaXkMBamba ayTOPU Cy
KOPHCTHUJIU UCTOPHUjCKU METOL,.

KsbyuHe peun: Cpricku Coko, ApyiuTBo, CTUITOH, [leHcHBaHUja, COKOJICTBO.

CEPBCKOE OBIIECTBO «COKOJI» B MIEHCU/IbBAHUH
(CTUJITOH)

AHHOTALUA

Cep6eckue ob6mectBa "Cokos" ObLIM OCHOBaHbI Ha HJAee HOBOH QopMbl
bu3HYecKUX ynpaXHEHUH, 3apOAUBILIENCS B YELICKUX 3eMJISIX BO BTOPOH [10JIOBUHE
XIX Beka. Ilocsie mepBbIX HAUMHAHUK 3Ta U/lest BCKOpPe pacnpoCTpaHUIACch Ha BCe
CJIaBSIHCKHE CTPaHbl, a TAK)XXe Ha CTPaHBbI, e MPOXKUBAIU CJIaBIHCKUE Hapobl. C
1907 roma aTOoT cmoco6 GU3WYECKUX YNPOKHEHUH TMOSIBUJICS Y Cep6oB,
npoxkuBaBiiux B Amepuke (CIIA). B mrarte [leHcunbBanHus wupes "Cokxosa”
3apo/inJach Y MECTHBIX cep6oB B roposie CTUITOH B cepeante 1912 roga, korza mo
WHUIMAaTHBEe MpPaBOCJABHOro cBAlleHHUKa Teoduna X. CrepaHoBUYA OHU
ocHoBasin Cep6ckoe obmiecTBo «Cokou». [IpeMeTOM [JaHHOTO HCC/IeJOBaHUS
saBysieTcs cepockuid Cokosuam B AMepuke (CIIA) ¢ nesibio BBISICHUTD, KOTZja GbLIO
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OCHOBAHO 3TO 06U.LeCTBO, KTO INPUHUMaJI y4aCTHhe B AeATeJbHOCTU A0 UIOHA 1914
rojaa. B XoJe ruccjiefoBaHUA aBTOPbI UCITOJIb30BaJIA I/ICTOpI/I'{ECKI/Iﬁ MeTOoA.

KnioueBbie ciioBa: Cep6ckuit «Cokos», 061ectBo, CTUNTOH, [leHcuIbBaHus,
CoK0J1IM3M
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