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SUMMARY

This paper aimed to examine the officer cadre's contribution to the Serbian
Sokol movement and the Serbian Olympic Club (SOC), highlighting certain social
relationships and repercussions at the time. Many officers who graduated from the
Military Academy performed the highest state duties in various fields and were
present in sports and state sports institutions, which proves that the officers
influenced not only the development and progress of the army in which they served
but also improved the state and institutions in the whole. Using the historical
method, we investigated the contribution of the officer cadre in the work of the
Sokol movement and SOC and pointed to the fact that the Sokol movement and SOC
shared common interests and goals within the army of the Kingdom of Serbia, the
Kingdom of SHS and the Kingdom of Yugoslavia. Through theoretical and critical
analysis, this paper examined these relationships and demonstrated the significant
contribution of officers in developing the Sokol movement and the SOC.
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INTRODUCTION

The roots of the mutual influence and connection of the army and physical
exercise in Serbia can be found in the medieval Serbian state, with the ultimate
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goal of strengthening the army, defending the country, or expanding its territories.
Regarding the history of the formation of the Serbian army, it is necessary to
mention that Serbia did not have a regular military organization until 1807 when
the Serbian state received its first constitution, general military service was
introduced, and every adult male was obliged to carry a weapon. Milo$
Obrenovi¢'s People's Army existed then. Only in 1825 did Prince Milo$ form a
standing army. He recruited 1147 selected young men and created 12 troops
called "Upisni "cops or "Soldats." 1

Due to inadequate opportunities for the education of a significant number of
officers in their military colleges and a dearth of officer cadres, the Serbian army
sent its cadets overseas between 1861 and 1873. During their time abroad
(Austria-Hungary, Russia, France, Belgium, and Germany), Serbian officers could
familiarize themselves with various armies' physical training (physical education)
systems. After graduating from the Military Academy, one of them, Dragomir T.
Nikolajevi¢, remained in France (1902-1904). During that time, he completed his
studies at the Faculty of Sports (University of Sports) in Joinville le Pont. After
returning to Belgrade, Nikolajevi¢ presented English and French boxing for the
first time in Serbia, continued to compete in fencing, engaged in dog training and
hunting, and joined the Serbian Olympic Club 2.

The brief cessation of hostilities with the Turks and independence in 1878
impacted Serbia's economic, political, and sporting development. Intellectuals and
officers from Serbia educated in major foreign countries and cities contributed
significantly to this achievement. They returned to Serbia with new ideas,
projects, props, and specific concepts. Since its establishment in 1850, the Military
Academy has served as a center for gathering and systematic training. Officers
studied horseback riding, gymnastics, wrestling, fencing, exercise (rifle drills),
fencing (saber fencing), and swimming during their training. Physical education
instruction held a unique role in the officer cadres' education and upbringing.
Gymnastics, wrestling, swimming, and exercises (rifle exercises) had a large and
significant impact on the physical abilities of Serbian soldiers from 1850 to the
end of the 19th century 3. These training contents formed the basis of physical
training from 1850 to the end of the 19th century.

The officer cadre has always participated in social events, including sports
groups and state institutions, where they have made incalculable contributions
and held positions of great importance. Previous researchers have only partially
addressed this issue; consequently, the authors have chosen to conduct this study.

1 Slavica B. Ratkovi¢-Kosti¢, Evropeizacija Srpske Vojske: 1878-1903 (Vojnoistorijski institut, 2007).

2 Jlejan 'aBpusnoBuh, Beaukan Cpnckoza Cnopma IlykosHuk [lpazomup Hukonajesuh (Beorpapn: CHA,
2011).

3 Rado$ Ljusi¢ et al., Oficiri u Visokom Skolstvu Srbije: 1804-1918 (Vojnoizdavacki zavod, 2000).
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The knowledge gained by the authors as a result of this research will undoubtedly
aid in illuminating the contribution and activity of officers throughout the history
of Serbian sports.

This paper aimed to examine the officer cadre's contribution to the Serbian
Sokol movement and the Serbian Olympic Club (development of the Olympic
spirit), highlighting certain social relationships and repercussions at the time.

THEORETICAL BASIS

Time (vertical axis) and space (horizontal axis) constrain societal events and,
by extension, human life (horizontal axis). All events and movements are
temporally and spatially related 4, and the historical study serves cultural and
practical purposes. During our investigation, we found historical sources that
connected past events, people, and us, the researchers. We knew that a straight
route to historical events and facts was impossible. In order to achieve the highest
level of historical sensitivity through historical inquiry, considering contemporary
society, we relied on intermediaries in the form of material evidence and written
records, like historical sources of the first and second order. Therefore, this
research was primarily based on primary and secondary sources, which were
adequately examined to draw appropriate conclusions.

The utilization of Serbian military commanders and soldiers as military
training teachers in the medieval Serbian army is a precursor to the contribution
of Serbian army officers to the development of physical education in the Serbian
army indirectly in the 19th and 20th centuries 5. Due to uncertainties, doubts, and
abuses, the Serbian history of the Sokol movement has not been accorded a
rightful position in Serbian historiography. This national movement marked
physical education from 1903 until 1941. This paper should clarify the role of the
Sokol and Serbian Olympic Club officers .

Consequently, the paper's theoretical framework refers to the impact and
involvement of officers of the Serbian army in the Sokol movement and the
Serbian Olympic Club and their mutual relationships and activities throughout the
three states. The present paper comprises the following nations: the kingdoms of
Serbia, SHS, and Yugoslavia. In this paper, historical and descriptive methods were
utilized.

4 Zdravko Deleti¢, Nauka o Istoriji (Nis: Centar za balkanoloske studije, 2006).

5 Jlejan l'aBpusioBuh, "YTunaj Cprcke Bojcke Ha [lojaBy u Pa3Boj ®usnuke Kyarype y Cp6uju y XIX u
[ToyeTkom XX Beka," Tokosu Hcmopuje, no. 2 (2011).

6 Zvezdan Savi¢, "Socio-Istorijski Aspekti Sokolstva u Srbiji," Teme-Casopis za Drustvene Nauke, no. 4
(2010).
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The army's contribution to the work of the Sokol organization

The Sokol movement is a Slavic cultural, national-liberal movement that began
in the Czech Republic in 1862 under Miroslav Tir$ and arose in Serbia in 1904
with Laza Popovi¢. Sokol's teaching was folk-inspired, and the army could engage
many officers as speakers, teachers, and community leaders. Sokol's instruction
incorporated military training. Sokol societies routinely provided information and
advice to army members 7.

The Sokol movement needed resources and a social context to accomplish its
goals. That was made feasible by Serbia's social and political circumstances, where
the Sokol movement infiltrated all social structures. Some scholars are
enthusiastic about interpenetration and complementarity, while others are
pessimistic 8. At the annual conference of the Sokol Society of Ni§ on January 24,
1926, the Board of Directors was elected: Jasa Nenadovi¢ (president), Lieutenant
colonel Ljubomir Ivanovi¢ (vice-president), and others °.

As with many other armies, the Serbian military had a physical education
program for its personnel, a keen interest in physical training methods, and a
desire to collaborate with physical training organizations. The Army of the
Kingdom of SHS showed interest in the postwar Sokol movement. At the First All-
Sokol Rally in Ljubljana in 1922, the army proved the effectiveness of its Sokol-
based physical training with a rifle (exercise) that made a lasting impression.

The Sokol movement was in a position where its physical training and
educational work in peacetime conditions should support the accomplishment of
military tasks by producing more decisive, more agile, and morally stronger
military conscripts, which would benefit both the military and the general
populace. That is how the Sokol movement facilitated the physical instruction of
soldiers following its system. The partnership between the army and the Sokol
movement was unique and highly productive. The Sokol ideals determined the
Sokol movement as an ideology and organization and the Yugoslav army's
relationship. These ideals also addressed uniting the entire nation inside the Sokol

7 3Be3pan CaBuh, Cokosncmeo u Mopascka Cokoacka Kyna Huw (1920-1941) (Hum: YHuBep3uTeTCKa
6ubanoteka Hukosa Tecsa u @akynTeT ciopTta M ¢usnyKor BacnuTamwa y Humy, 2011).

8 3e3gan CaBuh u B. Tuxuh, "MopaBcka Cokosicka XXyma Hum u Hben CrapemnHa PajoBan
JumutpujeBuh," [TewuaHnuk, Yaconuc 3a ucmopuozpadujy, apxugucmuky u XyMavucmuuke Hayke 9
(2011).

9 Zvezdan Savi¢, "Odnos Sokolstva Prema Pojedinim Isnstitucijama u Drustvenim Subjektima u
Kraljevini SHS i Kraljevini Jugoslaviji" (paper presented at the X Medunarodni nau¢ni skup, FIS-
Komunikacije, Nis, 2003).
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community. That resolved the matter of the spirit in which the entire nation must
be raised 19,

As the Yugoslav army was an integral component of the nation at the time, it
could not be viewed outside of the Sokol movement. That is why the Sokol
movement concept and instruction embraced the military and was an intrinsic
component of it where the military joined the Sokol movement. The same spirit
merged both, becoming a single entity. The Yugoslav army operated concurrently
with the Sokol movement as a national institution. The Sokol movement was
conscious that its education supported the operations of the Yugoslav army; thus,
it established professional military training in its societies. According to Savié
(2004) 11, in every Sokol society that had members in the army, a department was
established to maintain permanent contact with those members, correspond with
them, send them society news, encourage them to perform Sokol work in the
army, and provide them with books and leaves.

Due to threats from the Tripartite Pact, the Federal Sokol Administration
pushed in 1940 that the Sokol formations develop into the Yugoslav National
Army to defend against aggressors and avoid the formation of a fifth column in
Yugoslavia (internal enemy). In this way, the formation of new Sokol military
units was accelerated. Numerous officers were members of the Sokol movement.
We list a few: cavalry Lieutenant colonel Miloje Pavlovi¢ (the elder of Sumadija
parish), Mihajlo Miko Jovanovi¢ (member of the secret organization Mlada Bosna),
Milutin Mikovi¢ (organizer of the Sokols in the Kingdom of Yugoslavia), and
Lieutenant colonel Vojislav Ivanovi¢ (deputy head of the "Dusan Silni" society).
During Milan Stojadinovi¢'s administration, Sokol battalions were armed to
counterbalance Croatian peasant protection.

OFFICERS' RELATIONSHIP TOWARDS THE SERBIAN OLYMPIC CLUB
(S0C)

When Olympism swept Europe, Serbia began emphasizing the significance of
physical fitness and exercise. Beginning in the nineteenth century, the concept of
forming sports clubs developed rapidly. The Olympic Committee of Serbia plays a
crucial role in the domestic (regional and national) and international
(International Olympic Committee multi-sport tournaments) organizing of sports
(IOC). Since March 23, 1910, when the Serbian Olympic Club was founded in

10 [IpasuaHuk Jyeocaoserckoz Cokosickoe Casesa, Jbybipana: Opranusanuja JyrocaoBeHckor COKOJICKOT
Casesa, 1925.

11 3pesman CaBuh, "Hacranak CokosictBa y Cp6uju on 1904. po 1945. Toaune" ([JoxTopkca
nucepTanyja, YHuBep3utet y Huiy, 2004).
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Belgrade, in addition to excellent sports professionals, politicians, influential
people, and merchants, it has been led by military personnel who have
contributed immense value to its prosperity. They brought their education in
France back to their nation and continued their athletic endeavors there.

They were: director and I0C member General Svetomir Puki¢ (1912-1948),
retired General Nikodije Stevanovi¢ (1910-1919), General Duan Stefanovi¢ (1927-
1931), and General Dusan Kora¢ (1950-1951) 1213, The secretary and treasurer of
the SOC in 1910 were Second Lieutenant Milo Ili¢ and Captain Milorad Petkovic,
respectively. In SOC, military regulations restricted political involvement and
engagement by officers. Of the 49 members of the Central Olympic Club in 1912,
25 officers in significant positions and 24 notable civilians were included. Four
officers (Nikodije Stevanovi¢, Dragan T. Nikolajevi¢, Svetomir Puki¢, and Radoje
Jankovi¢) and seven civilians comprised the final administration of SOC in 1914.
From 1910 through 1914, the SOC administration processed 139 members,
comprising 70 officers and 69 civilians. SOC was primarily a military-influenced
organization. Most of the SOC's 33/38 local committees were led by officers 14. We
provided the names of officers by their SOC assignments. Presidency: General Staff
Lieutenant Colonel Nikola Stevanovi¢; Executive Board: General Svetomir Dukic
(Director), Lieutenant Milo Ili¢ (Secretary), and Captain Milorad Petrovi¢
(Treasurer); Honorary president: retired General Nikodije Stevanovi¢; Founders:
Major Stanko Glavasevi¢, Captain Dara Petrovi¢; Board members: Major Dragan T.
Nikolajevi¢ (Deputy), Vladan Beli¢, Rade Jankovi¢, and Pavle Jurisi¢ - captains 14.

Organizing committees: Captain Ljuba Maksimovi¢, Captain Vladan Skubig,
Lieutenant Radovan Radovanovi¢. Section for concerts and excursions: Captain
Pavle Jurisi¢, Lieutenant Milija Pordevi¢. Section for winter sports: Captain Milivoje
Petrovi¢, Ljubivoje Borisavljevi¢, Sreten Todorovi¢, and Vladimir Dimitrijevi¢ -
lieutenants. Section for cavalry and foot travel: Ljuba Maksimovi¢ and Jeremija
Stanojevi¢ - captains, Dimitrije Pavlovi¢ and Petar JuriSi¢ - lieutenants.
Competition committee: Lieutenant Colonel Dragan Andonovié¢ Captain Dr. Krsti¢,
Major Leon Kone, Lieutenant Milivoj Colak Anti¢ 14,

Literal committee: Major Petar Lazarevi¢, Cavalary Captain Jevrem Lazi¢.
Control board: General BoZa Jankovié, Medical Major Ceda Mihajlovié. Heads of
sections: Major Dragutin Nikolajevi¢ (martial arts and wrestling), Captain Vojin

12 Byosieta lllnsbak, Osnumnusam (beorpajg: Anda yuusepsureT, 2013).

13 Violeta Siljak, "The Competitions That Have Contributed to the Rise and Spread of the Olympic
Movement in the Late 19th and Early 20th Century," Fizicko vaspitanje i sport kroz vekove 7, no. 1
(2020).

14 Radivoje Markovié, Sezdeset Godina Uces¢éa Beogradskih Sportista na Olimpijskm Igrama 1912-1972
(Beograd: Komisija za istorijski arhiv i muzej fizicke kulture, 1972).
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Todorovi¢ (equestrian), Captain Dragoslav Mosti¢ (jockey), Lieutenant Porde
Blagojevi¢ (cycling), Medical Colonel Lazar Genc¢i¢ (permanent referees) 14.

We list individual SOC local committees in the interior: Valjevo - Major
Dobrivoje ToSi¢, Vranje - Colonel DuSan Stefanovié, Gornji Milanovac - Colonel
Zivojin Nesi¢ and Captain Vojin Glisi¢, Kragujevac - Colonel Vasa BoZidarevi¢,
Krusevac - Colonel Jovan Vitorovi¢, Ni$ - Lieutenant Colonel Stevan Milovanovié¢
and Captain Aleksandar Plesnic¢ar, Smederevo - Major Milan Vuckovi, Cacak -
Colonel Mihailo Zisi¢, Loznica - Major Milivoje Momcilovi¢. Cavalry Lieutenant
Dragutin Vojinovi¢ was a member of the team at the Olympic Games in Stockholm
in 1912 (Andra Jovi¢, an engineer, was also a member of the professional team).
Through a general investigation of other cities, we realized that those committees
also had officers we did not include here.

CONCLUSION

This paper uses the historical method to examine observed relations and
phenomena from the perspective of creation, development, and existence, to
explain the past and predict future phenomena, introduces events, people, and
years and highlights their contributions to sports and exercise in our region. This
paper emphasizes Sokol's and the SOC officer cadre's contribution to overcoming
the internal and external events that hampered the Serbian army at that time.
Based on the profound influence of the officers, the kingdoms of Serbia, SHS, and
Yugoslavia had a declared and effective alliance based on broad cooperation,
which boosted the state's army. Military personnel developed Serbian physical
exercises from 1882 to 1918 and contributed significantly to "Dusan Silni "and
Sokol gymnastics sports organizations, which accelerated the advancement of
sports, sports organizations, recreation, and physical education.

Additionally, certain members of the Kingdom of Serbia's army influenced the
creation and growth of the Olympic movement and fostered and promoted the
Serbian people's national spirit through sports. Officers united Sokol and "Dusan
Silni "organizations in 1910 and raised national pride and dignity in the liberation
wars 1912-1918, where Serbian athletes contributed to freedom. Additionally, the
Military Academy lent sports areas (exercises and halls) equipment to specific
sports, while instructors and officers helped form sports groups and societies
while competing in athletics, fencing, swimming, gymnastics, archery, equestrian
sports, boxing, savate, and wrestling.

We can conclude that the officer cadre significantly contributed to the
emergence of various forms of physical exercise that eventually evolved into
sports. Soldiers' physical training profoundly impacted the civil system in the
states of that time, as evidenced by the proliferation of private fencing schools,
swimming lessons, gymnastics classes, and others. The examination of pertinent

|75



Physical education and sport through the centuries www.fiep-serbia.net
2022, 9(2), 69-78
ISSN 2335-0598

literature and archival material presented in this paper offers a new perspective
on the relationships mentioned, with the intent of furthering the research. We can
reasonably anticipate that this form of presentation of the mutual interactions and
activities of the officer cadre in the Sokol movement and the Serbian Olympic Club
would partly impact new trends in the development of thoughts and ideas in
future studies.
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JIOMIPUHOC O®ULIMPCKOT KAJIPA COKOJICKOM IMOKPETY
M CPIICKOM OJIMMITMJCKOM KJIYBY O/] 1904. 1O 1941.
TOJAVHE

CAXETAK

OBaj paj je UMao 3a UW/b Jla UCIOKUTA JONPUHOC odpULUPCKOT Kajpa Cprckom
coKoJIcKoM ToKpeTy M CprckoMm osumnujckoMm kiay6y (COK), Harsmamasajyhu
oApeheHe ApylITBEHe OJHOCE U penepKycuje TOr BpeMeHa. MHOTH OQUIIMPH KOjU
cy 3aBpuimiau BojHy akajeMujy o6aB/bajsi Cy HajBUlle ApXKaBHE AYKHOCTH Yy
pa3HUM o6JacTUMa W GUJIM Cy NPUCYTHU Y CHOPTY U JAPXKaBHUM CIOPTCKUM
MHCTUTYyIMjaMa IITO JO0Kasyje Aa cy oQUIUPH YTHLAJIM HE CaMO Ha pasBoj U
HallpeJiaKk BOjCKe Y KO0joj Cy CJy»uJiy, Beh U yHanpeaHo ApxKaBy U UHCTUTYLHje ¥
nesuHy. Kopucrehu MCTOpPHjCKH MeTOA, UCTPAXXUJIU CMO JONPUHOC O0QULUPCKOT
KajJipa y pagy cokoJsickor nokpeta u COK-a u ykasa/iv Ha YUHeHUIY Jla Cy COKOJICKU
nokper U COK pesnunv 3ajejHUYKe HHTepece U LU/beBe y OKBUPY BOjCKe
KpameBune Cp6uje, KpameBrune CXC u KpasbeBuHe Jyrocnasuje. Kpo3 Teopujcky u
KPUTHYKY aHa/IN3y, 0Baj Paj je UCIIUTA0 OBe OJHOCEe U N0Ka3ao 3Ha4yajaH AOMPHUHOC
odunrpa y pa3Bojy cokosickor nokpera u COK-a.

K/by4He peuH: HCTOPHjCKU OCBPT, CIIOPT, CHOPTCKE OpraHU3alyje, TeJeCHO
BeX0batbe.

BKJIAJZ OPUILIEPCKUX KAZIPOB B PA3BBUTHUE JABUKEHU S
«COKOJI» U CEPBCKHUY OJIMMIIMUCKHUM KJIYB C 1904 110
1941 TO/

AHHOTALMSA

llesp faHHOW paGOTHI — pacCMOTPETh BKJIaZ 0pHUIIEpPCKOro cocTaBa B cepbCcKoe
npmwkenue "Cokon" u Cep6eckui osumnuiickuii kay6 (COK), mnoguyepkHyB
omnpesieieHHbIE COLMA/IbHbIE OTHOLIEHHUS U pe3yJbTaTbl y4acTHs OQUIEPOB.
MHorue oduiepsl, OKOHYMBIIME BoeHHyI0 aKaJleMHI0, BBINOJHSIN BBICIIHUN
roCcyapCTBEHHbIN JOJT B pa3/IMYHbIX 06J1aCTSAX U ObLJIM 33/leICTBOBAHbI B 06J1aCTH
CropTa U IOCYJAapCTBEHHBIX CIIOPTHUBHBIX yUYpeXJAeHUsX, YTO [OKasblBaeT, 4TO
odulepbl 0OKa3alu BJUSHHe He TOJbKO Ha pa3BUTHe U IPOrpecc apMUH, B KOTOPOH
OHU CJIY?KHWJIH, HO U YJIYYIININ FOCYyJapCTBO U UHCTUTYTHI, B LiesioM. McTopudeckuit
MeTO/J, MO3BOJIMJ HCCJAeJ0BaTb BKJaZ OQHUIEPCKUX KaApoB B JeATeJbHOCTb
aBmkeHus1 Cokon u COK u nopuepkHys ToT ¢pakT, uTo ABmkeHUe Cokos u COK
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MMeJid o61ie HHTepechl U nesau B apMuu KoposieBcrBa Cep6ust, KoposieBctBa CXC
u KoposieBcTBa l0rociaBus. Ha ocHoBe TeopeTHYeCKOro 1 KPUTHYECKOTO aHa/Iu3a
B JIaHHOH pa6oTe pacCMOTpPeHbl B3aHMOOTHOLIEHHs NpeJcTaBUTe el JBUKEHU
Coxou u COK v moka3aH 3HaYMTEJbHBIN BKJIAJ, 0QHULEPOB B UX PAa3BUTHE.

KiioueBble c/10Ba: HICTOPUYECKUI 0630p, CIIOPT, CIOPTHUBHbIE OpraHU3aLlHY,
dusnyecKre ynpaxxHeHUs.
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